
LA
W
RE
NC
E 
HI
GH

USA
9GA
ALA
RISE

EN
LA
CE
10GA
LIFE

IN
T

CAMPUS NEWSLETTER
VOL. 6



2LHSNewsletter

HEADMASTER’S

UPDATE
It is hard to believe that we 
are past the halfway point in 
the school year! As a campus 
we have made some progress 
towards our goal of unifying the 
LHS Campus while preserving 
the unique qualities of each of 
our important programs. Some 
of this progress includes more 
cross overs classes for students, 
some professional teacher col-
laboration, the NEASC accredi-
tation process, and coaches and 
teacher leaders collaborating on 
curriculum design. 

Campus principals are in the 
process of working with staff 
to create opportunities for 
increased collaboration to build 
stronger connections and align-
ments that will ensure smooth-
er transitions for students and 
professional growth opportuni-
ties for faculty. As a leadership 
team, principals have started 
the process of learning more 
about instructional practices, 
school culture and grade level 
content standards by conduct-
ing regularly scheduled learning 
walks across the campus. 

As part of our quarterly learn-
ing walk activities, this week a 
team of administrators for all 

academies and campus staff 
visited 53 classrooms using 
the LHS Campus Learning 
Walk Observation Tool. The 
purpose of our visit was to 
determine the level of cognitive 
engagement of our students 
(Campus goal #1). All members 
expressed their appreciation to 
those teachers who received 
a visit and to their students 
for welcoming them into your 
classroom.

The data collected gave us five 
takeaways that will be used to 
determine future professional 
development at the academy 
and campus level: 

• Increased numbers of
students participating in the 
classroom activities 90% (up 
from 73% in December)

• The percentage of stu-
dents observed engaging with a 
rigorous text was approximately 
the same as our walk in Decem-
ber (December 62%, January 
61%)

While students are generally 
compliant, more work is needed 
to ensure that all students are 
consistently engaging in high 

level discourse with peers (32% 
observed in January 25% ob-
served in December).

• We observed  60% of
students engaged in rigorous 
tasks (65% in December)

• We saw evidence of
students using appropriate 
academic language at the word 
level (63% up from December’s 
53%), the sentence level (46%, 
December was 48%), and the 
discourse level (27%, December 
was 41%)

Principals are planning to cre-
ate increased opportunities for 
faculty to observe teaching and 
learning in academies across 
the campus in the coming 
weeks, so if you are interested 
in participating please check in 
with your principal. 

If you have ideas that would 
help to bring the campus closer 
together please do not hesi-
tate to contact me and/or your 
school principal. 

Thanks,

Mike 
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Lawrence High School is once again supporting Bell of the Ball, a program that supports students 
who struggle to afford the costs of attending the Senior Prom (scheduled this year for Friday, May 
18th, at Castleton in Windham, NH). If you know of any junior or senior who is in need of a prom 
dress please contact Julia O’Donnell in the Upper School to refer them. Thanks for your support!

BELLE OF THE BALL

INTERNATIONAL
POETRY PROJECT

Students from Mary Power’s 
ELA class at the International 
School completed their poetry 
project with a final presenta-

tion to staff and students on 
Tuesday.  The project included 
an analysis of poems by Em-
ily Dickinson, Robert Frost, 

Walt Whitman, Edgar 
Allan Poe, Carl Sand-
burg, Maya Angelou, 
Langston Hughes, 
and Henry Wad-
sworth Longfellow.  
Students were re-
quired to analyze the 
poem using literary 
elements, figurative 
language, and author’s 
purpose in order to 
decipher the authors’ 
American Dream.  
The culminating task 
was to demonstrate a 
connection between 
the authors’ and 
student’s definition of 
the American Dream. 
Students gave their 
final presentation to a 

packed house full of staff and 
fellow students. The final pre-
sentations A job well done!!!
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STUDENT HISTORIANS

Lawrence High 
School students pre-
sented their views 
on the history of the 
city at an event on 
Thursday, January 
18, at the Lawrence 
Public Library. The 
history students from 
Gerald Hayes' History 
of Lawrence classes 
made displays of the 
topics of their inter-
est and gave presen-
tations during the 
program. Students 

researched topics 
ranging to the history 
of the mills, Lawrence 
High School, The 
White Fund and im-
migration, and creat-
ed a museum display. 
Mr. Hayes would like 
to thank the Law-
rence Public Library 
staff for their collab-
oration throughout 
the research process. 
He would also like to 
thank the Lawrence 
History Center, Law-

rence Heritage State 
Park and people like 
Salvatore Lupoli, Al 
Torrisi, Principal Mi-
chael Fiato, and many 
others for their help 
in the process.
The projects will be 
on display through 
the end of the month 
at the Lawrence Pub-
lic Library. They will 
then be moved to the 
Lawrence Heritage 
State Park for a few 
weeks in February.
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ACCREDITATION 
UPDATE

Founded in 1885, the 
New England Associa-

tion of Schools and Col-
leges (NEASC) has been 
working to establish and 
maintain high standards 
for all levels of educa-

tion – from Pre-Kinder-
garten to the doctoral 
level - longer than any 

other accreditation agen-
cy in the United States. 

On Friday, January 12th, 
the LHS faculty met in 
Seven Standards Com-

mittee groups to being 

the process of writing a 
Self-Study report, as part 

of preparations for the 
April, 2019 re-accredi-
tation visit by NEASC. 

The Seven Standards are 
Core Values, Curriculum, 
instruction, Assessment, 
School Culture & Leader-
ship, School Resources, 

and Community Resourc-
es. Close to 300 facul-
ty members engaged 
deeply in the work of 

looking critically at LHS’ 
strengths and 

weakness-
es. Over the 
course of the 

spring, the fac-
ulty will meet 

three more 
times to com-
plete the Self-
Study report, 

which ulti-
mately must 
be approved 

by faculty vote. 
Learn more 

about the process at 

https://www.neasc.org/ 
Faculty interested in 

serving on visiting teams 
to other high schools 
around New England 

should contact Richard 
Gorham. 

Upcoming 
NEASC meetings

Thursday February 15, 
3:00-4:30pm

Thursday, March 22, 
3:00-4:30pm

Thursday, May 24, 3:00-
4:30pm
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BOYS BASKETBALL SOARS 
TO THE TOP!

Photo credit: Ryan Hutton, Eagle Tribune

The LHS boy’s basketball 
team is enjoying a stellar 
season as the team’s 
record stands at 12-2 after 
a 69-63 victory over the 
Methuen Rangers on Tues-
day night. LHS was recently 
ranked #14 in Eastern Mas-
sachusetts by The Boston 
Herald. The team is led 
by silky-smooth shooting 
senior guard Juan Felix Ro-
driguez, the reigning Eagle 
Tribune MVP, and junior 
star Luis Reynoso. In his 
sixth year as head coach, 
Ray Nunez is assisted by 
Jose Adrianao Dilone, 
Francisco Torres, and 
Cassandra Pelssier. 

CURRICULUM UPDATES
The Campus Curriculum 
Coaches/Liaison team began 
meeting in October of this 
school year. The purpose of 
the team is to support the 
alignment of curriculum and 
assessment across campus. 
The team, which meets once a 
month, began their work with 
the creation of common cur-
riculum document templates. 
The four templates include: 
Pacing guide, Schedule of 
Assessed Standards, Standards 
Tracker, and a Unit Guide. 

These templates, which will 
be used for all courses offered 
on campus (including INT and 
RISE), are the first step in the 
long process of alignment 
across 9-12. 
The team, which includes cur-
riculum coaches or represen-
tatives from each academy, is 
tasked with working with staff 
in their academies to complete 
the templates for every course 
by June. This is challenging 
work, we are counting on the 
support of all staff to meet 

that deadline. Please check in 
with your academy represen-
tative with questions. Thank 
you in advance for your partic-
ipation in this essential work!
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CATIE’S CLOSET
A brand new re-
source has opened 
its doors on campus.  
Catie’s Closet, a 
charitable organiza-
tion that provides 
clothing, toiletries 
and hygiene prod-
ucts to students in 
need, since 2010, 
has opened a lo-
cation on the LHS 
campus.  Catie’s 
Closet has provided 
supplies to students 
throughout Low-
ell, Boston, New 
Hampshire and now 
Lawrence.  Ours is 
the 50th closet to 
be opened!

Students who are 

in need of basic 
clothing supplies 
are brought to their 
counselor and dis-
creetly brought to 
the closet to access 
whatever items 
they may need.  The 
Catie’s Closet volun-
teers then restock 
the closet with do-
nated clothing and 
weather appropriate 
clothing/supplies 
on a regular basis.  
If you have a stu-
dent that you think 
could benefit from 
accessing the clos-
et, please feel free 
to let your school 
counselor know.  

LHS JROTC RECEIVES THANKS FROM 

LAZARUS HOUSE
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DANCING WITH THE STARS

TEACHERS’ EDITION 2018
It’s time for everyone’s favor-
ite event of the year: Danc-
ing with the Stars: Techer’s 
Edition! This annual favorite 
brings together Lawrence 
High School students, fac-
ulty, and local celebrities in 

a friendly dance competi-
tion. In a unique twist, LHS 
dance students are paired 
with teachers and other 
adults, and assigned a style 
of dance. The student be-
comes the teacher, as they 

must teach their partner that 
style. The pairs practice over 
several weeks, leading up to 
the competition. 

DANCING WITH THE STARS PAIRINGS
Mr. Russell Badessa   Emely Siri  Hip-Hop
Ms. Vanessa Walker   Manny Rivera Waltz 
Mayor Dan Rivera  Danyska Morales Merengue
Ms. Christina Jusino  Manny Rivera Salsa 
Mr. Eric Spencer  Diana Rodriguez Jive 
Mr. Fernando Rodriguez Cristie Adames Tango 
Mr. Ryan Solero Shanney Santos Disco 
Ms. Stacey Ciprich  Juan Alcantara Quickstep 
Ms. Cindy McKeen  Gabriel Cruz  Foxtrot
Ms. Sarah Booth  Antar Jimenez Paso Doble
Ms. Emily Benak  Brando Euceda Mambo
Ms. Stephanie Ramos Nathaniel Camilo Rumba
Ms. Melissa Melendez Fernando Pena Cha-Cha

Date:
 Friday March 2nd

Time: 7:00 PM
Place: PAC

Tickets: $5.00 p/p
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FAMILY NIGHT A SUCCESS!

Upper School and 9GA wel-
comed families to Lawrence 
High School on Thursday 
evening. Families were able to pick up their stu-
dent’s report card, meet with teachers, enjoy re-
freshments, and learn about opportunities 
provided through Gear Up!
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LHS GETS GRANT FROM 
GAME CHANGE

For the last several years, Lawrence High School has par-
ticipated with Game Change, the Anti-Violence partner-
ship of the New England Patriots, to train students to be 
anti-violence mentors. Recently, LHS received a $3,000 

grant from the Robert Kraft Foundation to support Phase 
III of LHS’ participation in the program. On January 29-

30, twenty LHS 11th and 12th grade students participat-
ed in the Mentors in Violence Prevention program pro-
vided by the Northeastern University Center for Sports 

in Society. These mentors will present workshops on 
healthy relationships to students in the intramurals pro-
gram, in 9GA Seminar, and at a parents’ workshop. They 
will also participate in the Lawrence Walk for Peace on 

May 6th.
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JROTC SUCCESS!

By Paul Ronan: Pic-
tured here is the LHS 
JROTC Marksman-
ship Academics and 

Physical Fitness Team, 
otherwise known as 
the M.A.P Team. We 
recently competed in 
our first competition, 
on Saturday 20 Jan-
uary 2018, at New 

Bedford High School. 
The Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts League 
(COMAL) consists of 
approximately twelve 
high schools in Mas-
sachusetts that have 

Army JROTC and this is 
the league in which we 
compete. Our Marks-
man received six indi-
vidual Sharp Shooter 

Medals. Our Academic 
team took a First place 
win in Academics and 

a First Place in Lead-
ership. Our Varsity fe-
male Physical Fitness 
team took a first place 
in curl-ups. Over fifth 
cadets from Lawrence 
competed, there were 
approximately 400 ca-
dets total at this com-

petition.   



12LHSNewsletter

LAWRENCE HIGH SCHOOL DELAYED 
START SCHEDULE

2017-18
9GA

10:00-11:10 (PERIOD 1/2)

11:15-12:10 (PERIOD 3/4)

12:10-12:40 (9GA LUNCH)

12:40-2:10 (PERIOD 5/6)

2:15-2:45 (SEMINAR)

10GA/ALA (ELIMINATE PERI-

OD 5/ADVISORY)

10:00-11:10 (PERIOD 1/2)

11:15-12:35 (PERIOD 3/4)

12:40-1:10 (10GA/ALA 

LUNCH)

1:15-2:45 (PERIOD 6 OR 7)

USA/ALA/LIFE JUNIORS 

(ELIMINATE PERIOD 7)

10:00-11:00 (PERIOD 1/2)

11:05-11:35 (SENIOR 

LUNCH/JUNIOR SEMINAR)

11:40-12:10 (JUNIOR 

LUNCH/SENIOR SEMINAR)

12:15-1:25 (PERIOD 3/4)

1:30-2:45 (PERIOD 5/6)

ENLACE

10:00-10:18 (ADVISORY)

10:21-11:06 (PERIOD 2)

11:09-11:36 (LUNCH)

11:39 -12:24 (PERIOD 3)

12:27-1:11 (PERIOD 4)

1:14-1:58 (PERIOD 5)

2:01 -2:45 (PERIOD 6)



1312 LHSNewsletter

LEARNING COMMONS CORNER
Greetings from the Learning 
Commons! 
Did you know that LHS has 
access to a wide variety of 
Online Database resources 
through the Massachusetts 
Library System?
You can access the databases 

directly at http://www.galep-
ages.com/mlin_n_lawhs
or through our Learning Com-
mons website 

at https://sites.google.com/
lawrence.k12.ma.us/lhslearn-
ingcommons/home

If you have any questions 
about these resources or 
would like to introduce these 
databases to your students 
please contact School Librari-

an Jay Zimmerman by e-mail. 

LHS ACCEPTS THE TENACITY CHALLENGE
The Latino and African Amer-
ican Tenacity Challenge is an 
annual academic scholarship 
competition for teams of Latino 
and African-American students 
from urban and suburban high 
schools across Massachusetts. 
Teams of six students com-
pete against each other in four 
categories: Science and Math 
Quiz Bowl, Latino and African 
American Literature Response, 
History Argument, and Mural. 
During the extended period 
of preparation, students build 

academic capacity, strengthen 
intellectual risk-taking and de-
velop enduring peer and faculty 
relationships. This year’s theme 
is Free Speech/Hate Speech. 
The competition will take place 
on March 24, 2018. Six LHS 
students have begun prepa-
rations under the direction 
of their advisor Melissa Me-
lendez: Upper School seniors 
James Mora, Ashley Silvestre, 
and Michelle Collado, Upper 
School junior Iveth Centeno 
and Abbott Lawrence Acade-

my juniors Chabeli Garcia and 
Dalvyn Velez. For the Litera-
ture Challenge, they will read 
Junot Diaz’s novel, The Brief 
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao. 
On Thursday, February 1st, the 
team from Bedford (MA) High 
School visited Lawrence High 
to help orient the LHS team. 
Learn more at https://www.
tenacitychallenge.com/ 
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IMPORTANT DATES!
THU-FRI FEB 1-2, “AIDA” PERFORMANCE, PAC, 7PM

MON-TUE FEB 5-6: MCAS BIO RE-TEST
THU FEB 15, 3:00-4:30PM, NEASC ACCREDITATION COMMITTEES MEET

MON-FRI FEB 19-23: FEBRUARY BREAK
WED-FRI FEB 28-MAR 2: MCAS ELA RE-TEST
MON-TUE MAR 5-6: MCAS MATH RE-TEST

FRI MAR 2: DANCING WITH THE STARS, PAC, 7PM
THU MAR 22: NEASC ACCREDITATION COMMITTEES MEET, 3:00-4:30PM

TUE-THU MAR 27-29: MCAS ELA FOR 10TH GRADERS
FRI MAR 30: NO SCHOOL (GOOD FRIDAY)

THU-SUN APR 5-8: “THE WIZARD OF OZ,” PAC, 7PM
MON-FRI APR 16-20: APRIL BREAK
SAT APR 21: EARTH DAY CLEAN UP 

FRI MAY 18: PROM AT CASTLETON, WINDHAM, NH
WED-THU MAY 23-24: MCAS MATH FOR 10TH GRADERS

THU MAY 24: NEASC ACCREDITATION COMMITTEES MEET, 3:00-4:30PM
THU MAY 24: L-PIN AND NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY CEREMONY, 5PM

FRI JUN 1: GRADUATION FOR CLASS OF 2018!
WED-THU JUN 6-7: MCAS STE
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RICHARD GORHAM – EDITOR
VANESSA NOESI– GRAPHIC DESIGN

PLEASE EMAIL 

MICHAEL.FIATO@LAWRENCE.K12.MA.US,
RICHARD. GORHAM@ LAWRENCE.K12.MA.US &

VANESSA.NOESIMERCEDES@LAWRENCE.K12.MA.US
STAY INFORMED AND FOLLOW:

@LANCERSSPORTS @LHSCAMPUS

THIS EDITION OF THE LHS CAMPUS  
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