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HEADMASTER’S

UPDATE
Dear LHS staff,

Stress during the Holidays
As we head into the final week 
before the holiday break, I want 
to thank you for your work 
during this first half of the year 
to provide our students with 
an outstanding education and 
learning environment. I know 
that you have had to adjust to 
the many changes at the LHS 
campus. For most of us this 
an exciting time of year as we 
prepare to spend time with 
family and friends. However, 
let us keep in mind that many 
students may have issues relat-
ing to home and family life that 
increase stress or re-activate 
trauma.  It will be important 
for us as a campus to maintain 
consistency during the next few 
days, ensuring that we adhere 
to our established routines.  
As always, if you believe stu-
dents require support, please 
do not hesitate to contact your 
academies’ guidance depart-
ment. Once again, thank you for 
your service and for all you do 
for our students.

Learning Walks at LHS
On Wednesday, December 
13th, a team of administrators 
for all academies and campus 
staff visited 47 classrooms. 
The purpose of our visit was to 
determine the level of cognitive 
engagement of our students 
(Campus Goal #1). We ob-
served 1,704 students in var-
ious activities across campus. 
The data collected gave us five 
take-aways that will be used to 
determine future professional 
development at the academy 
and school level: 

• Increased numbers of stu-
dents are actively working with  
rigorous text (62% observed) 

• While students are general-
ly compliant (73 % observed), 
more work is needed to ensure 
that all students are consis-
tently engaging in high-level 
discourse with peers (25% 
observed).

• We observed an increase in 
the number of students en-
gaged in rigorous tasks (65%)

• We saw evidence of students 
using appropriate academic lan-
guage at the word level (53%), 
the sentence level (48%), and 
the discourse level (41%)

The administrators used a Cam-
pus LW Data Collection Tool 
developed collectively to gath-
er data to generate the above 
data. 
Administrators are currently in 
the process of engaging teach-
ers in cross campus learning 
walks and will be following up 
with more information on this 
in the near future. 
Again, thanks for all you do, ev-
ery day, to make the lives of our 
students better. I hope you and 
your family enjoy the vacation 
and have a great holiday. 

Thank you,
Mike 
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APPLY TO COLLEGE!428

During the Gear Up! MCAC 
(Massachusetts College Accep-
tance Celebration) events in 
November and December, 428 
LHS seniors from the Upper 
School Academy completed 
1,532 applications to two- and 
four-year colleges, including 
Northern Essex Community 
College, Bates, Holy Cross, 
U-Mass Lowell, Fitchburg State 

University, Middlebury, Bab-
son, Columbia, and many more. 
Some received on-the-spot 
acceptances to schools such 
as Worcester State. Also, more 
than 300 completed the FAFSA 
(Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid). Thanks to the ef-
forts of the folks from Gear Up! 
(Gaining Early Awareness and 
Readiness for Undergraduate 

Programs), our hard-working 
school counselors, and support 
from Upper School Seminar 
teachers for supporting the 
dreams of our students, many 
of whom will be the first in 
their families to attend college.
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ADAMS SCHOLARS

On Wednesday, December 
20th, the Adams Scholar-
ship recipients from the 
Lawrence High School 
Class of 2018 were hon-
ored at a special break-
fast. The John and Abigail 
Adams Scholarship pro-
vides a tuition waiver for 
up to eight semesters of 
undergraduate education 
at a Massachusetts state 
college or university. In 
order to be eligible for the 
scholarship, students must 
score at least Proficient on 
all three MCAS tests (Math, 
ELA, Science), and score 

Ad-

vanced on at 
least one. The LHS 
Class of 2016 had 107 Ad-
ams Scholars; the Class of 
2017 had 133. This year’s 
class? 196!  John Adams 
served as the second 
President of the US, and 
Abigail Adams, his wife, 
was advisor to many of the 
Founding Fathers. They 

were 
both 
strong advocates 
of education.

ART AUCTION
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ART AUCTION
On Thursday, December 
7th, the LHS Art De-
partment partnered with 
community organizations 
to hold an art auction 
for the benefit of local 
charities. The citizens 
of Lawrence came to 
support all the different 
charities by buying amaz-
ing art pieces made by 
students and teachers of 
LPS. Habitat for Humani-
ty, MSPCA and Neighbors 
in Need food pantry were 
all supported with the 
sales of chairs, paintings, 
photographs, pottery and 
drawings. LPS thanks ev-
eryone for their support.

FOCUS ON MATH
The LHS Focus on Math program 
supports math teachers in exploring 
new math concepts. Each month, the 
program focuses on one topic, based 
on the Mathematician of the Month.  In 
January, the group will look at the work 
of Srinvasa Ramunjan, famous for his 
work in analysis and number theory. In 
February, the group will look at Her-
mann Minkowski, following by David 
Hilbert in March and George Polya in 
April. Contact Steve MacDonald for 
more information. 
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ART GALLERY OFFERS
 FREE FIELD TRIPS

The Addison Gallery of Ameri-
can Art in Andover has been a 
long-time community partner 
of the Lawrence Public Schools. 
Thanks to grant funding, bus 
transportation and admission 
to the Gallery is always free for 
Lawrence Public School stu-
dents. Christine Jee, the Educa-
tion Association for School and 
Community Collaboration, is a 
former LPS teacher who works 
fulltime to provide meaningful 
experiences for LPS students. 
Contact her at cjee@andover.

edu  Learn 
more 
about the 
Addison 
at https://
addison.
andover.
edu/Pages/
default.
aspx  Re-
cently, Rich 
Gorham’s 
Upper School Writing Lab class 
visited the Gallery to study 
exhibits and write about the 

relationship between visibility 
and invisibility. 
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BERNSTEIN
FESTIVAL 2018

The Lawrence High School 
Campus Theater Department 
and the Lawrence Cultural 
Council in collaboration with 
the Massachusetts Cultural 
Council would like to announce 
that we will be producing 
Leonard Bernstein’s musical 
West Side Story to celebrate 
his 100th birthday and to 
recognize his contributions to 
the world of 20th century mu-
sic. We are proud to say that 
Leonard Bernstein was born in 
Lawrence, Massachusetts on 
August 25, 1918 and he holds 
a special place in this city’s 
heart. This special performance 
project hopes to explore and 
discuss the rising issues sur-
rounding immigrant families 
in the United States while 
celebrating Bernstein’s roots. 
In conjunction with our perfor-
mance of West Side Story, we 
will also be producing Lin Man-
uel Miranda’s musical In the 
Heights. These productions will 
take place in repertory from 
August 16 through August 25, 
2018. Each show will run for 
four performances over two 
weekends. We hope you and or 
your students may be interest-
ed in being a part of this proj-

ect. 
 The 
pro-
duc-
tions 
will 
use a 
shared 
techni-
cal plot 
includ-
ing a 
scenic 
design 
plan 
which 
will 
only 
slightly 
adjust 
to ac-
count 
for the 
time 
period 
differ-
ences. 
The 
idea is 
that these stories exist in the 
same space sixty years apart. 
We hope to explore some 
deep questions and open up 
some strong dialogue about 
how (or how not) our society 

has changed over the last sixty 
years. The current climate of 
this country is one of fear and 
hate. How can we, as a county, 
region and state come together 
to fight systemic racial oppres-
sion and support all Americans 
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and immigrant families as one 
people?  
 Many of our students are first and 
second generation immigrants just 
as Bernstein's family was at the 
turn of the 20th century. Lawrence 
has served as a gateway for im-
migrant families through out gen-
erations and is one of the current 
home bases for many Hispanic 
families transitioning to new lives 
in the United States.  We hope to 
open our gates to communities in 
the Merrimack Valley and Massa-
chusetts and show them the reali-
ties of immigration, urban life and 
the social stereotypes that govern 
people’s everyday lives all while 
we work together to build this 
multi-community project. These 
productions will stress and reflect 
the value of collaboration and 
illustrate the power of community. 
These productions will be open 
to students and adults of all ages 
from any community in Massachu-
setts. We plan to mount these high 
quality productions with students 
and adults who would otherwise 
never get the chance to work side 
by side with peers from different 
communities, economic levels and 
cultural backgrounds. 
On January 11, 2018 at 6:00pm 
at LHS Room B142 (The Black-
box Theater) we will hold our first 
informational meeting about the 
productions and the festival. We 
will go over the entire schedule 
for the project including auditions, 
build schedules, show information 
and available tech and volunteer 
positions.  We hope some of your 
students may be interested in 
auditioning or working backstage 
on these pieces. We hope we can 
have your program be represented 
in some way as we work toward 
completing this once in a lifetime 
project! 
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DANCING WITH THE STARS 

TEACHER’S EDITION!

Do you have the moves like 
Jagger? Are you willing to be 
taught dance by one of our 
students? Dancing with the 
Stars – Teacher’s Edition is an 
annual event at the Lawrence 
High School that flips the roles 
of the student-teacher dynam-
ic. This year’s performance is 
Friday, March 2nd, 2018, and 
the Dance Company is look-
ing for brave staff to join this 
year’s show. Participants will be 

paired with a student and given 
a style of dance. The student 
will create the choreography, 
and teach it to the staff mem-
ber, and they will rehearse 
together in preparation for the 
final performance. The contest 
will be judged by a celebrity 
panel. Part participants have 
included Headmaster Michael 
Fiato, USA ELA teacher Son-
dra Longo, Mayor Rivera, As-
sistant Superintendent Mary 

Lou Bergeron, and many more. 
Interested staff are invited to 
reach out as soon as possible 
to dance teachers Quity Mor-
gan (maria.morgan@lawrence.
k12.ma.us) or Audrey Martin 
(Audrey.martin@lawrence.k12.
ma.us)b3
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ENLACE STORYTELLING
ENLACE recently held a Sto-
rytelling Night. Students from 
ENLACE told their amazing 
stories to an audience of peers, 
parents, and supporters. There 
was music and food galore as 
everyone got ready to listen 
to what these students had to 
say. Each presenting student 
gave the audience their first 
hand story of how they immi-
grated to the U.S, their strug-
gles of what they left behind 
and what they gain by being 
here. Congratulations all EN-
LACE students, thank you for 
your stories!

INT-SES BASKETBALL
Students from the International School basket-
ball team, coached by teacher Josh DeCocq, 
recently took to the court for their first game, 
taking on the School for Exceptional Studies 
(SES). It was a very competitive game and both 
teams represented their schools well. Con-
gratulations to INT for their win and to both 
teams for their competitive spirit and excel-
lent sportsmanship. The two schools are each 
housed at the North Lawrence Educational 
Complex at 233 Haverhill Street.
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INT-SES BASKETBALL

LANCER PRIDE POSTERS

The Upper School recently 
held a contest in Upper 
School Seminars to create 
Lancer Pride posters. The 
contest was judged by the 
Seminar Student Leader 
Committee. The students 
of Krista Lamontagne’s 
Seminar won for Seniors, 
and the students of Mike 
Kellerman’s Seminar won 
the contest for juniors. 
Congratulations to all who 
participated.
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LHS INTERNS PRESENT

By Odanis Hernandez: 
A part of our overall ef-
fort to increase college 
and career readiness 
on the LHS Campus 
an internship program 
was launched last year 
which thrust LHS se-
niors into local orga-
nizations to gain first 
hand workplace expe-
rience. As we near the 
end of the first semes-
ter a total of 19 stu-
dents have successfully 
completed the pro-
gram.  Student place-
ments range from law 
offices, veterinary ser-
vices, Lawrence Public 
Schools, and private 
businesses. 

The LHS internship 
program culminate the 
semester’s program on 
Thursday, January 11th 
at 1pm in the Lecture 
Hall where students 
will be presenting their 
reflections and key take 
away about their ex-
perience. Any available 
faculty and staff are 
welcome to attend to 
support our students. 
 
Second semester looks 
just as promising with 
a few of the students 
from semester one 
continuing on at their 
current worksites and/
or exploring other 
industries and ap-

proximately 30 new 
students participating 
from LHS campus, INT 
and HLC.  In total we 
will have approximately 
60 students participat-
ing in a variety of in-
ternships in and around 
our community.  
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A   Student   In   Need   -  
How   Can   I   Help?

NOTICE:   Signs of distress, changes in a student’s usual
appearance or behavior (e.g. this can mean acting out as well
as withdrawing), decline in functioning, or any safety
concerns.

APPROACH:  Find a private place to talk. Say, “I noticed
____. What’s up?” in a calm, quiet tone. Leave conversations
about punitive measures for another time.

TALK   &   LISTEN:  Be direct and specific about your concerns.
Listen actively. Offer hope.

PARTNER:   Remind the student that asking for help is a sign
of strength. Explain that you can work together to connect thestudent 
to resources on and/or off campus.

REFER:   Offer to connect the student to:
 ● a counselor.
 ●  a nurse.
 ●  a member of the administrative team.
 ●  a parent or other family member.

REMEMBER:
If a student is thinking about hurting   themselves   or   others   and/or reports

   being   hurt   by   another   person , you must bring this to the counselor’s  
 immediate  attention (not via email). Other matters maybe referred later in the 

school day, via email, and perhaps even the following day.

You are not alone in supporting students. There is a continuum of supports 
available at LHS.

However, YOU are likely the first adult to notice when a student is in need.
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LIFE & USA BUILD BRIDGES

Students in Ms. Mottola’s Upper School Seminar and students in Ms. Spellman’s LIFE (Learning 
Independence For Everyday) class have been building bridges together over the last several weeks. 
No, not actual bridges, but rather meaningful relationships. The classes meet together every Friday 
in Room D-203 during the Upper School Seminar time to play games together and form bonds. Stu-
dents from both classes appreciate the time they spend together. 

LIFE HOLIDAY PARTY

The LIFE (Learning Independence For Everyday) program held their annual holiday party on Thursday 
December 7th. Santa Claus made a special appearance!
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IMPORTANT DATES
1. Thu Dec 21: Last day of school
 before Winter Break
2. Tue Jan 2: School resumes (“A” day)
3. Thu Jan 4: ACCESS testing begins
4. Thu Jan 11: End of first semester
5. Fri Jan 12: No School; Full Day
 professional development
6. Mon Jan 15: No School, 
 Martin Luther King Jr. Day
7. Mon-Tue Feb 5-6: MCAS Biology re-test
8. Wed Feb 7: ACCESS testing ends

9. Mon Feb 19-Fri Feb 23: February vacation
10. Wed Feb 28-Fri Mar 2: MCAS ELA Re-test
11. Mon-Tue Mar 5-6: MCAS Math re-test
12. Tue-Thu Mar 27-29: MCAS ELA 
13. Thu Mar 29: End of Third Quarter
14. Fri Mar 30: No School, Good Friday
15. Thu-Sun Apr 5-8: The Wizard of Oz, PAC
16. Fri May 18, 2018: Prom at Castleton,
  Windham, NH
17. Fri Jun 1, 2018: Graduation!

LANCER SPORTS
The LHS Winter Athletics season is well underway with compe-

titions in girls and boys basketball, plus co-ed indoor track, wres-
tling, and cheer. Check out the full schedule on-line at Schedule 
Stare or follow this link http://lawrencehighathletics.bigteams.

com/main/calendar
Upcoming Home Varsity Contests

Tue Dec 19: Boys basketball vs. Chelmsford, 7pm
Fri Dec 22: Boys basketball vs. Methuen, 7pm
Tue Jan 2: Girls basketball vs. Haverhill, 7pm
Wed Jan 3: Wrestling vs. Chelmsford, 6;pm
Fri Jan 5: Boys basketball vs. Andover, 7pm

Tue Jan 9: Girls basketball vs. Tewksbury, 7pm
Wed Jan 10: Wrestling vs. Shawsheen Tech, 6pm

Fri Jan 12: Boys basketball vs. Lowell, 7pm
Fri Ja n 19: Girls basketball vs. Central Catholic, 7pm

Tue Jan 23: Girls basketball vs. Billerica, 7pm
Tue Jan 30: Girls basketball vs. Methuen, 7pm

Wed Jan 31: Wrestling vs. Methuen, 7pm
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