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HEADMASTER’S UPDATE 
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SUMMER GRADUATION AWARDS 

79 DIPLOMAS! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday, August 3rd, LHS held its annual Summer Graduation event 

for students who met graduation requirements by completing summer 

school. Seventy-nine diplomas were awarded to students from all of 

our Upper Schools. Mayor Daniel A. Rivera and Superintendent Jeffrey 

C. Riley addressed the graduates, congratulating them for their perse-

verance, and exhorting them to continue their education. Combined 

with the diplomas awarded in June, the LHS Class of 2017 totaled 794 

students, one of the biggest classes in LHS history! 
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9GA Student Orientation 

By Jasmyn Duran: 9GA welcomed the new 2017-2018 school year with 

student orientation!  This year the 9th Grade Academy students attended 

two days of orientation prior to the academic school year starting. Dur-

ing student orientation students were able to tour the campus, learn the 

school procedures, and build relationships with their new teachers and 

peers. The student orientation concluded with a celebration that includ-

ed a gallery walk of over 20 community programs lead by Mr. Audate 

and Mr. Garcia. All incoming students across campus were able to sign 

up and gather information regarding different programs available to 

them in and outside of campus. Additionally 9GA welcomed the Law-

rence Police Department and Fire Department who addressed and wel-

comed the new class of Lawrence High School Lancers. The celebration 

concluded with outside games and an official welcome by 9GA co-

leaders and assistant headmaster Mr. Finn! 
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9GA Families!  

This past month the 9th Grade Academy welcomed incoming families to 

come and learn all about LHS. With over 450 families in attendance the 

9th Grade Academy provided families two orientation dates where they 

were given the information, resources and tools they need to ensure a 

smooth transition into high school. Additionally over 80 families took 

advantage of the family first initiative. The Family First initiative includ-

ed summer “Administration Office hours” where families had the op-

tion to meet personally with Ms. Duran, Mrs. Dunn, and Mr. Heckstall 

to receive additional support in their transition! 
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Campus Executive Board 

Lawrence High School is excited to continue to build its Student Gov-

ernment program across campus this year! As an additional layer to the 

program we are happy to announce the addition of the Executive Board 

Team lead by Ms. Duran and Mr. Fiato. The Campus Executive Board 

team consists of highly motivated students from across the campus 

who meet regularly to discuss new ideas and develop new systems for 

the campus through leadership development. The goal of the team is 

to provide insight and voice as part of the overall strategic plan to con-

tinuously improve the LHS campus. With the goal in mind to truly unite 

the cam- pus the students have already 

begun to dive right in by supporting 

the semi- nar committee with Mr. 

Gorham, supporting 9GA new student 

orienta- tion, and outlining the first 

few months of student invest-

ment through dedicated project planning!  
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FUSE LAB 

 

 
 

This fall Lawrence High School is piloting a new class, which meets in the 
Computer Lab of the Learning Commons. FUSE Lab is a science elective 
class that explores different aspects of STEAM (Science, Technology, Engi-
neering, Arts, Math) and how they are interconnected while continuing 
to develop their problem-solving and analytic skills.  Students taking this 
course will engage in hands-on, inquiry-based learning opportuni-
ties.  This course is aligned to the Next Generation Science Standards. 
Throughout the year students will explore four main ideas (scale, energy, 
cause and effect, and structure) through a series of self-selected and self-
paced activities called challenges.Some challenges include, How to Train 
Your Robot, Design Eyeglass Frames for a 3-D Printer, Create a Home for 
a Client Using 3-D Software, and more. Melvin Santiago ’19 is excited 
about the class: “It has coding and messing around with 3-D art, which is 
what I wanted to learn.” Rebecca Vellieux teaches FUSE Lab for Upper 
School students, Misty Anaya teaches FUSE for 9GA, and Stephanie 
Bausra teaches FUSE for ENLACE. The FUSE program was developed by 
Northwestern University and since 2011 has spread to over 70 schools 
and 10,000 students nationwide.  



8 

MEET MARY ZICK 

 

This school year, the Lawrence High School community welcomes 
Mary Zick, our new Behavioral Health Clinician from Greater Law-
rence Family Health Center based (GLFHC) at LHS. Mary comes to us 
from Washington, D.C., where she was working as a school-based 
mental health therapist. Mary is bilingual in English and Spanish and 
has worked extensively with individuals who are first and second 
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MEET JAY ZIMMERMAN 
 

 

Please welcome Jay Zimmerman , our new Campus Librarian. Jay comes 

to us with ten years’ experience as a certified school librarian in Arling-

ton, Watertown, and at Austin Prep. Jay has already developed a Library 

website with links to easy-to-use and powerful research databases, and 

resources for teachers. Check it out at https://sites.google.com/

lawrence.k12.ma.us/lhslearningcommons/home 

Jay’s office is in the Learning Common, which is open before, during, and 
after school for the benefit of the entire campus. “I am excited to be a 
part of the LHS community” Jay said, “and I look forward to working with 
teachers to help all students access the resources of the Learning Com-
mons.” He invites teachers to contact him directly for resources to sup-
port their work.  

https://mail.lawrence.k12.ma.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=HawULsn2zwsCloM0hXUuCf5mbDYMKr0_AhSGZ8o0unsDa74WXOrUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fsites.google.com%2flawrence.k12.ma.us%2flhslearningcommons%2fhome
https://mail.lawrence.k12.ma.us/owa/redir.aspx?C=HawULsn2zwsCloM0hXUuCf5mbDYMKr0_AhSGZ8o0unsDa74WXOrUCA..&URL=https%3a%2f%2fsites.google.com%2flawrence.k12.ma.us%2flhslearningcommons%2fhome
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ALUMS PRESENT TO 9GA FACULTY 

 
On Friday August 17, as part of professional development, three 

LHS alums presented to the 9GA Faculty. Kianna Medina ’14, a 

rising seniors at Tufts University; Ricardo Rios ’14, a rising senior 

at Hamilton College, and Jessie Fermin ’14, a rising senior at Sa-

lem State University, spoke to the 9GA faculty for thirty minutes 

and answered questions about what helped them become suc-

cessful, particularly addressing issues of confronting white privi-

lege. The session was coordinated by 9GA counselor Melissa 

Melendez, who reported:  “Compassion. Ally. Authenticity. Ad-

vocacy. Self care. Empathy. Some of the terms mentioned dur-

ing their presentation to our staff.  They touched my heart 

when speaking about white privilege and expressing their grati-

tude to some of their teachers for 'keeping it real' and being an 

ally.  We may not all share similar stories, however, we can align 

together to fight injustices. They are our future. They are Lancer 

legacy.” 
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ENLACE/9GA COLLABORATION 

 

 
 

By Allison Balter: On Friday, August 18th, ENLACE and 10GA 

teachers participated in their first cross-building professional devel-

opment exchange with the goal of building their collective capacity 

to support ELLs as they transition from ENLACE to 10GA. EN-

LACE serves newcomer ELLs who are in their first or second year 

in the country and enter at WIDA level 1. After one or two years in 

the program, students transition to 10GA once they reach an inter-

mediate level of language proficiency. During this PD exchange, 

teachers shared instructional strategies and built a deeper under-

standing of what students are capable of doing with language at 

each WIDA level. Participants enjoyed building relationships with-

in their content areas and look forward to future opportunities for 

collaboration. 
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Welcome Back  

from the Lawrence Teacher’s Union! 

First Union Meeting of the Year 

Wednesday September 6, 4:15pm 

Relifs In, 15 Market Street, Lawrence Public Schools 

 

Check out the Lawrence Teacher’s Union webpage at  

http://010190.ma.aft.org/ 

http://010190.ma.aft.org/
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UPCOMING LANCER SPORTS 

VARSITY HOME CONTESTS 

Golf vs. Lowell HS, Tue Sep 5, 4pm 

Golf vs. Amesbury HS, Wed Sep 6, 3:30pm 

Boys Soccer vs. Methuen HS, Wed Sep 6, 7:15pm 

Cross Country vs. Notre Dame, Fri Sep 8, 4pm 

Field Hockey vs. Malden HS, Fri Sep 8, 6pm 

Boy’s Soccer vs. North Andover HS, Sat Sep 9, 9am 

Girl’s Soccer vs. Haverhill HS, Tue Sep 12, 4:15pm 

Field Hockey vs. Lowell HS, Wed Sep 13, 7:15pm 

Golf vs. Methuen HS, Thu Sep 14, 4pm 

Boys Soccer vs. Andover HS, Thu Sep 14, 7:15pm 

Girl’s Volleyball vs. Haverhill HS, Fri Sep 15, 5:30pm 
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LAWRENCE PREP CAFE 

OPEN TO FACULTY 

SEPTEMBER MENU 

 

 
 

Cesar and Garden Salads available - Bacon or Roasted Chicken can be 

added if wanted. Dressing choice of Fiato’s Vinaigrette, Ranch, Italian, 

Cesar, Oil & Vinegar, Peppercorn 

CALL x39357 BY 9:30 TO ORDER 

WEEK OF PANINI WRAP 

9/5 Buffalo Mozzarella 

(fresh basil, fresh mozzarella, olive oil, 
balsamic vinegar and tomato) 

Buffalo Mozzarella 

(fresh basil, fresh mozza-
rella, olive oil, balsamic 
vinegar and tomato) 

9/11 Hummus Veggie 

(lettuce, tomato, onion, olives, cu-
cumbers, peppers, feta, hummus) 

Hummus Veggie 

(lettuce, tomato, onion, 
olives, cucumbers, pep-
pers, feta, hummus) 

9/18 BLT 
 
 

BLT 

9/25 Grilled Ham, Cheese and Tomato 
 
 

Ham and Cheese 
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NEASC UPDATE 

Lawrence High School is accredited by the New England Association of 

Schools and Colleges (NEASC). Our decennial visit is scheduled for April 

7-10, 2019. This year, 2017-2018, is our self-study year. We will meet 

five times during the course of the year as a full faculty to work on the 

Self-Study. Each member of the faculty will be assigned to one of the 

Seven Standards Committees. Contact Richard Gorham for more infor-

mation.  

LHS Accreditation Timeline 

2017-2018 Self-Study Year 

2017 fall Endicott Survey for all staff, students,   

   and parents 

2018 spring Self-Study draft document completed 

2018 fall Full faculty vote on the Self-Study report 

2019 April 7-10 NEASC team visit 

 
Learn more at https://www.neasc.org/ 

 

https://www.neasc.org/
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CORE VALUES AND LEARNING EXPECTATIONS 

Lawrence High School adopted its Core Values and 21st Century Learning Expectations in 2014. This is what we have committed 

to do. These values inform our decision making at every level, including curriculum, instruction, assessment, and resource allo-

cation.  

Lawrence High School Core Values Statement (2014) 

 Lawrence High School is a community of learners fully committed to nurturing and developing the skills and talents of our stu-

dents that will be necessary for college and career readiness in the 21st century. The faculty at Lawrence High School provides 

students with a safe and positive learning environment in which the needs of our diverse student population are met through a 

variety of learning opportunities. Students will graduate from Lawrence High School as self-directed, life-long learners who per-

sist in accomplishing challenging tasks, rise to greatness in the face of adversity, and are socially conscientious and civically en-

gaged members of their community.  

 
Lawrence High School 21st Century Learning Expectations 
 
A Lawrence High School graduate will be able to: 
 
Academic 

Communicate effectively with diverse audiences for a variety of purposes 
Evaluate and synthesize information, and utilize that information effectively 
Think critically to evaluate and solve complex problems 
Collaborate effectively and actively with others to accomplish a wide variety of goals and objectives 
Support original claims and theses with logical arguments and evidence 
Utilize current technology to conduct research, support critical thinking, enhance learning, and communicate with others. 

 
Social 

Exhibit empathy and compassion towards others. 
Act with resiliency and persistence when facing challenging tasks. 
Demonstrate responsible, respectful, and professional behavior 
Demonstrate the ability to monitor individual strengths and weaknesses. 
Set and actualize short and long term goals using strong time management and organizational skills. 

 
Civic 

Exercise the rights and obligations of citizenship at both local and global levels.  
Effectively participate in a democracy.  
Utilize networking skills and engage inclusively with others for social and civic purposes.  
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Upcoming Events 

Wed Sep 6: Lawrence Teacher’s Union Meeting, 4:15pm, Relifs In.  

Fri Sep 8: Rotary Club Teacher of the Year Event, 5pm at the Relefs In.  

 Support our Rising Star nominees, Laura Benninati Perotta and Emmuel 

Toledo of 9GA! 

Thu Sep 14: Gear-Up! financial Aid Night 5:30-7:30, in English and Spanish, 

for seniors and their families 

Sat Sep 16: Spicket River Clean Up, 8am-1pm 

Wed Sep 20: ASVAB test for some students 

 Fri Sep 22: Pep Rally 

Tue Sep 26: No School; Professional Development Day. City of Lawrence Pri-

mary Election Day for City Council, School Committee and Mayor.  

Fri Sep 29: Gear Up! College Fair in the Field House 

Mon Oct 9: No School 

Fri Oct 27: End of Term 1 

Fri Jun 1, 2018: Graduation! 

 

Contribute to the Newsletter 

Submit articles to Richard Gorham  

A picture and a paragraph, that’s all we ask 

Next issue deadline: Tue Sep 19 


