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On a beautifully clear Friday eve-
ning, the Lawrence High School 
Campus graduated 750 seniors as 
the Class of 2015, from our nine 
small schools: INT, PFA, BMF, 
HLD, HHS, MST, SES, HLC and 
Phoenix. Originally scheduled for 
Sunday May 31, the ceremony was 
rescheduled due to weather issues. 
It was the largest graduating class 
in at least 40 years. Lawrence 
Mayor Daniel Rivera, a member 
of the class of 1989, exhorted the 
graduates in his speech, insisting 
“You are a Lawrence kid! You can 
do it!” The valedictorians from 
each of six small schools on the 
main campus also addressed the 
audience: Lys Ortiz (INT), Birobel 
Castillo (HLD), Jamilette Valdez 
(HHS), Jarinel Gomez (PFA), 

Tran Luu (MST) and Annakarina 
Aguila (BMF), who reminded her 
classmates: “Let’s not forget that it 
was only our freshman year when 
we were proclaimed students of 
the city of the damned, but today, 
I proclaim us, students of the city 
of conquerors!” 
Special thanks went out to Cam-
pus Assistant Headmaster Juan 
Rodriguez, who read all 750 
names in one hour, giving each 
student the dignity they deserve 
while also keeping the event 
on schedule. Campus Assistant 
Headmaster Tim Finn remarked, 
“Friday proved a great night for 
the Lancer nation.” As the gradu-
ates came off the stage after re-
ceiving their diplomas, the faculty 
from each small school lined up 

to shake their hands. PFA Math 
Teacher Chuck Luongo remarked, 
“It’s the pinnacle of why I’m here.  
To see them walk across the stage 
– it’s a feeling you can’t get any-
where else as an educator.” 

Congratulations 
to the Class of 2015! 

LHS Graduates 750!
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BRAVE IN THE ATTEMPT

What started as a good idea has 
grown into a phenomenon. The 
20th annual Lawrence School 
Day Games, organized by Special 
Olympics Massachusetts, took 
place on Wednesday June 10, with 
over 400 athletes from 18 schools 
around Lawrence and the Merri-
mack Valley competing at Veter-
an’s Memorial Stadium, including 
athletes from Lowell and Chelms-
ford High Schools. Athletes par-
ticipated in the tennis ball throw, 
the 50-meter walk, the 100-meter 
run, and other events. LHS teach-
er Phil Glendye, the longtime 
organizer of the Lawrence School 
Day Games, remarked “I do this 
because I love the underdog.”  
HHS student Zion Valdez smiled 
as he said, “I won a gold medal in 
the race!” Glendye was also quick 
to credit the work of teacher Betsy 
Billings, who over the last two 
years has helped athletes living in 
wheelchairs to participate in the 
Games.  
Superintendent Jeff Riley kicked 

off the 
ceremo-
ny with 
words of 
encour-
agement 
to the 
athletes, 
and 
LHS’s 
Bill Mc-
Goldrick 
deliv-
ered the 
Coaches’ 
Oath. 
Athlete 
Ma-
hailya 
Charles of HHS delivered the 
athlete’s oath: “Let me win. But if I 
cannot win, let me be brave in the 
attempt.” Former Lawrence High 
School athletics director Carmen 
Iannuccilli, one of the founders of 
the Lawrence School Day Games, 
recited the Official’s Oath. 
The Games were sponsored by 

the New Balance Foundation, and 
benefited from the help of over 
fifty New Balance employees, who 
spent the day helping the athletes. 
The Games are held in honor 
of Laurence Reusch, a longtime 
physical education teacher and 
coach at Lawrence High School 
who was well known as “A good 
friend to the special needs kids.” 

Continues
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Lawrence High School’s Junior 
ROTC Color Guard presented the 
flag for the opening ceremonies, 
and the Girl’s Ensemble sang the 
anthem, under the direction of 
PFA music teacher Nancy McGee. 
Over the weekend of June 6, thirty 

Lawrence High School Special 
Olympians competed in the state-
wide Summer Olympics. They 
stayed on Boston University cam-
pus and competed in the games at 
Harvard University bringing home 
lots of medals. The volleyball team 

placed third and the track team 
won a gold medal in the relay. 
Brenda Garcia of HLD, Xavier Go-
mez of PFA, Maylenis Polanco of 
MST and Edgard Miranda of MST 
won individual gold medals.  
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By Vivian Buchanan

The Rubik’s Cube Club 
formed this fall at HHS, 
meeting weekly under the 
guidance of math teacher 
Vivian Buchanan. The club 
includes loyal members 
Stephanie Voin, Jason De-
mers, Crismary Pimentel, 
Giannina Guillermo, and 
Juana Guerrero, and has 
had special appearances 
from other students and 
teachers across campus, 
including HHS principal 
Paul Neal (who was so 
confident he could solve 
the cube quicker than the HHS 
students…). After learning to 
solve the Rubik’s Cube during the 
first semester of the school year, 
club members then tried their 
hand at the more complicated 
picture cubes, Sudoku cubes, and 
the 4 by 4 cube. All club members 

can now solve the cube in under 2 
minutes (all beating their teacher, 
Ms. Buchanan’s record time), with 
the record at 1 minute 8 seconds. 
Next year, we will continue our 
task of mastering the 4 by 4 cube 
(and then maybe the 5 by 5!). We 
would love to have more students 
come join us, whether you can al-

ready solve the cube, or you have 
never even tried. Our last meeting 
is next Tuesday, June 16 right after 
school, in HHS 409, and then 
we will start up again next year 
every Tuesday. Feel free to come 
by HHS 409 anytime if you have 
questions about the club.

Rubik’s Cube Club

Lawrence High School 
students with Senator 
Elizabeth Warren.
German Reyes (MST) and 
Daritza Germosen (HHS) 
are currently attending 
the  Council for Opportu-
nity in Education Student 
Leadership Conference in 
Washington D.C.

LHS Students in Washington D.C.
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YOUNG WOMEN CAREER DAY

On June 10, 2015, Lawrence High 
School partnered with Represen-
tative Diana DiZoglio, D-Methuen 
and over 20 women in the com-
munity to host a Young Women’s 
Career Day in the field house.
Approximately 300 11th grade 
girls from across the campus 
rotated through tables during two 

different sessions speaking to fe-
male professionals  that included a 
judge, a financial advisor, a police 
officer and business owners to 
learn more about their careers.
The goal of this event was to 
empower these young women and 
expose them to careers that they 
might not had otherwise thought 

about.
The event was very successful! 
 Students were very engaged 
throughout the program and 
interested in finding more infor-
mation about the different careers 
paths that were presented.
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Fox News Zip Trip to Lawrence!

On Friday, June 12, Fox News did a “ZipTrip” to Lawrence, broadcasting from Appian Way in downtown. 
They also ran featured stories on the Lawrence High School Drama Guild and JROTC program. The jour-
nalism class, taught by HLD’s Sondra Longo, took a walking field trip to downtown that morning and made 
an appearance on the show. As Longo said, “We have been talking about media all year and today we had the 
chance to see how it works up close.”

Pictured: HLD Students on Fox News at the Lawrence “Zip Trip”
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This edition of the LHS campus newsletter was made possible by:
Richard Gorham – Editor

Vanessa Noesi– Graphic Design
Please email michael.fiato@lawrence.k12.ma.us and  

vanessa.noesi-merced@lawrence.k12.ma.us your stories by the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of the month if you would like to contribute.

Stay informed and follow:
@lancersSports @LHSCampus


