
Pre-AP World History Syllabus  

Abbott Lawrence Academy  

2017-2018  

 

“Challenges are what make life interesting; overcoming them is what makes life 

meaningful.” 

-Joshua J. Marine 

 

Basic Information:  

Teacher: Ms. Sobieski Room: A204 

Email: sara.sobieski@lawrence.k12.ma.us School Phone: (978) 946-0711 ext. 60204 

Cell Phone: (978) 238-8236 Office Hours: Tuesdays 2:45-4:00pm 

 

 

Course Description:  

Pre-AP World History covers the history of the world from approximately 8,000 B.C.E. to the present. As you 

learn about different people, places, and events throughout time you will work on reading comprehensively and 

writing to communicate clearly. You will enhance your ability to think critically about what you know and how it 

connects to today. Throughout the course we will encounter a variety of materials including primary source 

documents, visuals, historical articles, and other media. Making sense of them and using them properly will 

require a variety of skills, which you will work diligently to refine and strengthen over the course of the year.  

 

This course is intended to prepare you for the rigor of an Advanced Placement or Merrimack College course in the 

future. The skills and content you learn here will deepen and reinforce what you may have already learned, as well 

as lay the foundation for success in high school, college, and beyond.  

 

Materials To Bring to Class Everyday: 

❏ Binder 

❏ Blue and black pens 

❏ Pencil 

❏ Blue, pink, and yellow highlighters 

❏ Paper  

 

Textbook: 

Bentley, Jerry H., et al. Traditions and Encounters: A Global Perspective on the Past. 6th ed., McGraw Hill, 2015.  

 

Units of Study: 

❏ Unit 1: Historical Thinking Skills 

❏ Unit 2: Technological and Environmental Transformations 

❏ Unit 3: Organization and Reorganization of Human Societies  

❏ Unit 4: Regional and Transregional Interactions  

❏ Unit 5: Global Interactions  

❏ Unit 6: Industrialization and Global Integration 

❏ Unit 7: Accelerating Global Change and Realignments  

❏ Unit 8: Current History  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Student Responsibilities:  

1. Preparedness and punctuality  

2. Self-Advocacy (if you are having trouble in the class, talk to me sooner rather than later!)  

3. Respectfulness 

4. Working cooperatively  

5. Responsibility  

 

Grading Policy:  

Component Percent Expectation 

Classwork and Notebook 30% You will work individually and in 

groups to investigate sources, make 

connections, and discuss for deeper 

understanding. In addition, 

students will interact with each 

other through posts on Edmodo. 

Homework 20% You will have to complete chapter 

summaries, reading outlines from 

your textbook, and other source 

work.  

Assessments 50% You will have reading quizzes, 

chapter quizzes, and unit tests. 

Some of these may be 

unannounced.  

 

We will practice essay writing for 

various purposes. Students will be 

responsible for writing 

document-based questions (DBQs), 

compare/contrast, and change and 

continuity over time essay 

questions.  

 

Grading Scale: 

Letter Grade Numerical 

Equivalent 

 Letter Grade Numerical 

Equivalent 

A+ 97 - 100%  C+ 77 - 79% 

A 94 - 96%  C 74 - 76% 

A- 90 - 93%  C- 70 - 73% 

B+ 87 - 89%  D+ 67 - 69% 

B 84 - 86%  D 65 - 66% 

B- 80 - 83%  F 0 - 64% 

 

 



Your Final Grade:  

Lawrence High School’s yearly grade is broken down as follows:  

 

Semester 1 = 50% of yearly grade 

● Term 1 = 40% of the semester 

● Term 2= 40% of the semester 

● Mid-term Exam = 20% of the semester  

 

Semester 2 = 50% of yearly grade 

● Term 3 = 40% of the semester 

● Term 4 = 40% of the semester 

● Final Exam = 20% of the semester  

 

Late Work:  

Assignments are due at the beginning of each period. Failure to do this will result in a 20% penalty per class day. 

After three (3) class days (one calendar week) the assignment will not be accepted for credit.  

 

If a student is absent, it is their responsibility to get assignments from their teachers. Students who are absent on 

a due date need to turn in their work the following day that the class meets at the start of class. If students are 

absent when major assignments are due, they must turn in their work the next calendar day.  
 
Re-test Policy: 

This is a Pre-Advanced Placement class, therefore no retests will be allowed. Unit tests will be announced at least 

one week prior to the date of the test and students will receive a study guide.  
 

Absences and Tardies: 

Attendance is mandatory. Students accruing more than ten unexcused absences in one class will receive a failing 

grade. This does not include excused absences which are religious observances, approved campus activities or field 

trips, or a serious illness, medical / family emergency. Excused absences require official written documentation 

(such as a signed note from a parent, physician, or teacher). 

 

Students are expected to arrive to each class on time. Students will be marked tardy if they are not in their seats by 

the time the bell rings. Students who arrive more than thirty minutes late to a class will be marked absent. Chronic 

lateness will negatively impact student grades. Three tardies equal one unexcused absence.  

 

Uniforms: 

Students are to be in uniform at all times. The uniform consists of an ALA black or maroon polo, khakis, and 

closed-toed shoes. Other acceptable garments include crew neck sweaters, fleeces, cardigans, or ALA track jackets 

in black, maroon, navy, or white. These garments must be solid colored and should not have any designs or 

stripes.  Polo shirts must always be worn underneath these garments. Hooded sweatshirts and denim are not 

allowed in any way. Student cannot wear these garments through their arms. Students who have any concerns 

regarding uniforms should reach out to any ALA teachers or administrators who will help resolve any issues 

discretely.  

 

Food and Drink:  

Students are not permitted to eat or drink anything other than water unless it is provided by the teacher and 

during Advisory/Study Hall. Students are expected to be courteous and clean up after themselves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Acceptable Use of Technology:  

Students should conduct themselves professionally at all times. Each teacher will determine when technology may 

be used in the classroom. Any inappropriate use of laptops or phones (such as texting, internet browsing, 

Facebook/ Twitter, etc) will negatively impact student grades. Teachers reserve the right to confiscate 

laptops/phones until the end of the period. If further issues arise, administration will confiscate phones for the 

rest of the day and notify parents.  

 

Office Hours: 

Teachers are available to help students in their classrooms each day until 3:15 pm. In addition, teachers hold office 

hours from 2:45 - 4:00 pm once a week so that students can discuss their work in the course and ask questions. 

Students are encouraged to attend office hours to seek extra support. If a student cannot make a teacher’s 

scheduled office hours, they should contact them directly to set up a meeting.  

 

Guidance Policy:  

Students are required to set up appointments to meet during the school day with Ms. Tetrault, the guidance 

counselor. She also holds drop-in times before and after school and during Advisory. In an emergency, a teacher 

can refer students immediately to the guidance office.  

 

Hall Passes: 

Students should obtain a Hall Pass from a teacher to use the restroom or travel within ALA. Students are also 

required to sign-in/out when leaving and re-entering a classroom. A separate written pass is required to go to the 

nurse. Students cannot leave any given class the first and final ten minutes of a 90-minute class.  

 

Academic Dishonesty:  

Students are expected to maintain the highest level of academic integrity. When using ideas, words, and short 

passages from other people's writing, students are required to acknowledge the source. Failure to acknowledge the 

contribution of others is considered plagiarism. Submitting plagiarized work, failing to properly cite or fabricating 

sources, and any other academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will automatically result in a zero for the 

given assignment and further disciplinary action. Students will not be allowed to make up any plagiarized work for 

credit. Plagiarism includes copying directly from the internet, a book or article, or another student’s work (with or 

without their permission). In order to avoid these issues, students are encouraged to speak with any teacher or 

administrator if they have any questions (no matter how small) about their work or citing sources.  

 

Student Contact: 

It is a requirement for this class that all students have a gmail account. In class we will work together using Google 

Docs, Google Slides, etc. Students may either use a pre-existing gmail account or create a new one. I will often 

email and text students reminders about upcoming assignments, tests, and other important information.  

 

Edmodo: 

Students are required to interact with their classmates through the educational website Edmodo. Student are 

responsible to post a question about the content, or respond to other student’s post every two weeks. These posts 

and comments will be graded by the teacher. Questions or comments pertaining to when  homework is due, dates 

of tests or quizzes, etc. will NOT count for credit.  

 

Class code: 93546m  

 

1. Go to www.edmodo.com and click "I'm a Student." 

2. Fill out the registration form with the Group Code, a username (that must be your first and last name), 

and password. An email address is not required to sign up for a Student Account.  

3. Select the “Sign up” button to complete the sign up process. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.edmodo.com/


Dear Students and Parents/Guardians, 

 

Please read through the entire syllabus together. Once you have read through the syllabus, please both print and 

sign both the student’s and parent/guardian’s name. If you have any questions or comments please write them in 

the section below. In addition, parents/guardians please provide an email address and phone number that is the 

easiest to reach you at.  

 

This completed portion of the syllabus will be collected for a homework grade. Keep the syllabus, along with all of 

your other work, in the binder for this class.  

 

We have read and understand the above expectations for Ms. Sobieski’s Pre-AP World History class.  

 

Print Student Name _____________________________ 

 

Print Parent/Guardian Name  ___________________________ 

 

Student Signature  ___________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature  ___________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Cell Phone Number:  ___________________________ 

 

Prefered Method of Communication (please circle at least one):         TEXT          EMAIL            CALL  

 

Parent/Guardian Email: ___________________________ 

 

❏ Please check here if parent or guardian only speaks a language other than English  

 

               ____________________     (please write language here)  

 

  


