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Course Description 
This class aims to prepare you to succeed on the Verbal portion of the SAT. Using Princeton Review materials, we will 
dive right into the advanced strategies that yield the highest scores on this exam. This “think like a testmaker” approach to 
SAT preparation will go beyond surface-level tips and tricks, providing you with techniques that are both understandable 
and effective. This class will be a combination of in-class review, at-home work, and practice exams. And fair warning: 
we’re going to move fast!  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Materials 
Please have the following with you in class each and every day. 
 

● pens: blue, black, & red ink 
● pencils (at least 2, because you’ll inevitably lose 

the first one) 
● loose-leaf white notebook paper (college-ruled)  
● highlighter 
● folder 

 
Finally, I understand that, as teenagers, your lives get 
busy! It is therefore imperative that you have a system for 
scheduling your life. In college, no one is responsible for 
your life except you, so the sooner you learn how to keep 
track of it, the better off you’ll be. You will need some 
way to stay on top of deadlines, map out your work, and 
keep track of appointments and reminders. So! Find a 
system and stick with it, whether you pick a paper 
planner, Edmodo, Google Calendar, or another app of 
your choosing. Your brain will thank you for the help! 
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
The following will be provided to you by the school. 
 

● Course Workbook for the SAT (Princeton Review, 2018) 
● Verbal Workbook for the SAT (Princeton Review, 2018) 
● 9 Practice Tests for the SAT (Princeton Review, 2018) 

 
 
 
 
   



_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Means of Evaluation 
The list below generally describes the assignments that you will be expected to complete during the course. Guidelines 
for each assignment will be distributed individually.   
 
GRADE BREAKDOWN 
Assessments  (50%) 
Practice exams 
Classwork   (30%) 
In-class writing & activities 
Homework  (20%) 
Notes, readings, practice tests, other 
Marking Period (100%) 
 
 
GRADING SCALE 
 

Letter Grade  Numerical Equivalent 

A+  97 - 100% 

A  94 - 96% 

A-  90 - 93% 

B+  87 - 89% 

B  84 - 86% 

B-  80 - 83% 

C+  77 - 79% 

C  74 - 76% 

C-  70 - 73% 

D+  67 - 69% 

D  65 - 66% 

F  0 - 64% 

 
 

● An “A” grade represents outstanding work that is good enough to be shown to other students as an example. 
 

● A “B” grade indicates better than average work that demonstrates excellent effort and understanding. 
 

● A “C” grade is assigned to work that demonstrates competence but does not display any attempt to shine. 
 

● A “D” grade indicates work that is lacking in some important way. 
 

● An “F” is a failing grade. It will be given if an assignment or exam is not submitted or is extremely poorly 
executed, or in the case of plagiarism or other failure to adhere to norms of academic honesty. 

 
 
   



_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Assignment Policies 
 
PASSING IN WORK 
Generally speaking, unless otherwise noted, I expect you to submit a hard copy of any assignment. Should you not have 
immediate access to a printer, you may submit your assignment via e-mail. You are still expected to submit a hard copy 
within 24 hours. 
 
 
LATE WORK  
I expect each of you to submit the previous night’s homework at the beginning of class, each and every day. Because this 
is a prep course, we will almost always review homework answers at the start of each class. Because of this, I cannot 
accept late work. I realize this is scary. I realize it might seem unfair or evil. But I promise you, it’s for your benefit. 

  
● If you are absent from school for the entire day, you must turn in the homework the next time we meet at the 

start of class. If you are absent when major assignments are due, you must turn in your work the next calendar 
day. 

● If you are absent from class but present in school at some point during that same day, you are still expected to 
turn in your work that day. 

 
 
MAKE-UPS 
I understand that sometimes life happens. Generally speaking, I ask that you complete any make-up assignments within 
TWO CLASSES of your return to school. (This timeframe will only differ if you have been absent for a prolonged 
period of time and have considerable work to make up.) 

  
● As mentioned above, when you are absent, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to identify what assignments 

you’ve missed and to complete them in a timely fashion.  
● For in-class assessments such as tests or quizzes, you are responsible to see me in order to schedule a day, time, 

and location for the make-up. 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Absences & Tardies 
 
ABSENCES 
Attendance in my class is mandatory: it’s how you’re going to learn and grow and become literary geniuses. As per LHS 
policy, if you accrue more than ten unexcused absences in this class, you will receive a failing grade. (Please note: this does 
not include excused absences which are religious observances, approved campus activities or field trips, or a serious 
illness, medical / family emergency. Excused absences require official written documentation, such as a signed note from 
a parent, physician, or teacher.) 
 
 
TARDIES 
To be clear, my definition of tardy is whether or not you’re physically in the room when the bell rings. Your backpack 
will not be sufficient to hold your place. Remember that three tardies in a term equals one unexcused absence. Chronic 
lateness will negatively impact your grade in this class. If you arrive more than 30 minutes late to this class, you will be 
marked absent. 
 
EXTENDED ABSENCES 
Please let me know about extended absences (family trips, hospital stays, etc.) at least TWO WEEKS before the planned 
absence in order to provide time for me to arrange alternative assignments. 
 
 



_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Classroom Policies  
 
DAILY PROCEDURE 

Upon entering Room H-104, it is your responsibility to… 

 
1. …submit your homework, face-down (if the “Feed Me” box is out). 
2. …place your homework on your desk, face-up (if the “Feed Me” box is not out). 
3. …check your graded assignments folder for any new items. 
4. …copy down the new homework and today’s objectives from the board. 
5. …begin working on the Do Now. 
6. …be silent when the bell rings. 
7. …wait for my cue to pack up at the end of class. 

 
 
WHAT IF I NEED TO USE THE BATHROOM? 
Because our time together is valuable, I ask that you please refrain from using the bathroom unless you absolutely have 
to. If you do need to go, no need to ask permission! Simply sign out at the front of the classroom and take the hallway 
pass with you. All I ask is that you NOT dilly-dally in the hallways. You must leave your cell-phone in the basket by the 
door before you leave the classroom (though it should already be in your backpack anyway). There’s truly no reason to 
take it with you. 
 
Please remember that you may not leave this class during the first or final ten minutes of class (this is known as the 
10/10 rule). Please also note that, should you need to visit the nurse, you must see me for a separate written pass. 
 
 
WHAT IF I GET HANGRY? 
With the exception of water, all food and drinks should remain outside of the classroom for the entirety of the class 
period. If you truly feel like you’re 5 minutes away from chewing on your book (or your shoe, or your desk) for 
sustenance, you must ask me for permission before eating anything. General rule of thumb: if it requires utensils to be 
eaten, it’s not gonna fly. You are expected to be courteous and clean up after yourself.  
 
 
DO I HAVE TO WEAR THE UNIFORM? 
Yes. Even when it’s hot out. Even when it’s snowing. You must be wearing your uniform all the time. The uniform 
consists of an ALA black or maroon polo, khakis, and closed-toed shoes. Other acceptable garments include crew neck 
sweaters, fleeces, cardigans, or ALA track jackets in black, maroon, navy, or white. These garments must be solid colored 
and should not have any designs or stripes. Polo shirts must always be worn underneath these garments. Hooded 
sweatshirts and denim are not allowed in any way. You cannot wear these garments through your arms. If you have any 

concerns regarding uniforms, please reach out to me or any other 
ALA teacher or administrator who will help resolve any issues 
discretely.  
 
 
WHAT ABOUT MY CELL PHONE? OTHER 
TECHNOLOGY?  
Although we will occasionally use personal technology in class, I 
expect that, upon entering my classroom, your phone is turned off 
and tucked away in your bag. (No, your pockets don’t count. 
Neither does placing it screen-side down on the desk. Or tucking it 
underneath your legs. Or hiding it behind a book. I went to college. 
I own a phone myself. I will know what you’re doing.) You should 
conduct yourselves professionally at all times. Any inappropriate 
use of laptops or phones (such as texting, internet browsing, 
Facebook/ Twitter, etc) will negatively impact your grades. 
Furthermore, I reserve the right to confiscate laptops/phones until 
the end of the period. If further issues arise, administration will 
confiscate phones for the rest of the day and notify parents.  



_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Classroom Expectations 
I have high expectations for you. As Abbott students, you have high expectations for yourselves. You absolutely should! 
I firmly believe that each and every one of you has the ability to do and achieve amazing things in my class, and I will do 
everything I can to support you as you strive for such literary greatness. I ask, however, that you hold yourselves 
accountable not only to me and to your own success, but also to each other. What you take away from this class depends 
entirely on what you put into it. 
  
With this in mind, I have three principles (or decrees, or mantras, or what you will-- but “rules” is so commonplace) to 
which I expect each of you to adhere. They are as follows: 
  

1. Believe in growth mindset. Adopting a “growth mindset” means sincerely believing that 

intelligence can be developed. In other words, we are not given a finite amount of brainpower at birth: we can 
always, always cultivate more. The key is committing to a “can-do” attitude and pushing yourself to learn more, 
do more, and be more. In this class, I expect you to always put in 110%. There is nothing you cannot do if you 
apply yourself and work towards it (except maybe fly, and even that might be negotiable someday). What does 
applying yourself look like in my classroom? You come to class prepared, you participate eagerly, you ask 
questions, you take notes, you collaborate with your classmates, and you refuse to give up. Be brave and take 
risks! It’s the only way you’ll grow. 

 

2. This is a safe space. Sociologists recognize seven different facets of identity: race, gender, sexuality, 

class, religion, ability, and age. In my classroom, as in my personal life, I don’t simply accept all forms of 
identity-- I embrace them. Within the walls of Room H-104, I expect you to do the same. The differences in our 
identities are what make us the beautiful, complicated humans that we are. We will  have fun in my class. (I 
know, I know, it’s an SAT prep class. But it will be fun. Just watch.) Under no circumstances, however, will I 
tolerate any form of discrimination, ridicule, or hate towards other persons on the basis of their identities. This 
is the one principle about which I am most serious. Room H-104 is a safe space. Each and every one of you 
should feel comfortable speaking your mind and giving a voice to your experiences. We achieve a safe space by 
respecting and welcoming each other just as we are. So welcome to my class! You are vital, you are important, 
you are loved. 

 

3. No tomfoolery or 
skullduggery. I said it above, and I 
meant it: we will have fun in this class! As with 
everything in life, however, there is a line of 
which we must be conscious. In this case, it’s 
the line between “fun” and “unacceptable.” I 
ask that you stay on the former side of this line. 
“Tomfoolery” means foolish behavior; 
“skullduggery” means underhanded or 
unscrupulous behavior or trickery, and is 
commonly used to described pirates. Basically, I 
ask that you abstain from behaving in any way 
that threatens the safety of your classmates or 
the atmosphere of the classroom. Don’t hit, 
don’t throw things, don’t scream, don’t rip your 
book in half, don’t plagiarize, don’t come to 
class without shoes on, don’t trash-talk other 
individuals, don’t start eating a three-course 
meal in the middle of class. Just don’t be 
pirates, okay? You’re better than that. 



 
 
CONSEQUENCES 
While I hate to ruin the mood of this syllabus party, a quick note about discipline is required. Obviously you are all 
wonderful humans, and I truly hope we will never reach the point where consequences come into play. However, should 
you violate any of our classroom’s principles, the following disciplinary actions may be taken: a verbal warning, removal 
from peers (and/or relocation to a different seat for the remainder of the period or longer, if necessary), a letter home, 
and in the most extreme circumstances, referral to the school’s administrators. 
 
 
HELP IS A WONDERFUL THING! 
Learning means engaging in the material completely. It also means asking questions. There may be times during this year 
where you feel lost or confused. I am always, always, always willing to help you if you are struggling! Please never hesitate 
to ask for help. Seriously. You will find it far more rewarding than attempting to tread water indefinitely. In addition to 
my specified weekly Office Hours, I am available every day after school until 3:15 on any day I don’t have a meeting. 
(You also may schedule a meeting with me at another time, if necessary.) So! Feel free to come see me. I love visitors 
(and, rumor has it, I have great snacks)! 
 
 
CONTACTING ME 
In this age of increasing technological advances, you might be surprised to find that I don’t live on my phone! Yes, it’s 
true. However, I try to check my e-mail at least twice a day (once in the morning and once at night), as well as once or 
twice on the weekends. Please be aware that after 5:00pm on weeknights, I cannot guarantee that I will respond to your 
e-mail (or text, or phone call) before the following morning. (This is why it’s best not to leave assignments until the last 
minute!) If I do not respond to your e-mail in time, you are still expected to complete the work to the best of your 
ability. (You can always reach out to fellow classmates as well!) While I care about each of you deeply, and I aim to be 
available to you as frequently as possible, I also believe in maintaining a healthy work-life balance. (I am sure your 
parents and guardians will understand!) 
 
 
GUIDANCE POLICY  
You are required to set up appointments to meet during the school day with Ms. Tetrault, the guidance counselor. She 
also holds drop-in times before and after school and during Advisory. In an emergency, I can refer you immediately to 
the guidance office, if need be. 
 
 
ACCOMMODATIONS: 
Please let me know if you have any specific needs. Not everyone who has specific academic needs is on an IEP. 
Therefore, I may not know if you have a need that is not being met in the classroom. I believe that treating everyone 
fairly does not mean treating everyone the same. Some of you may need more help than others after school.  Some of 
you might need directions explained to you more than once. Some of you may benefit from an additional reading, while 
some of you might want to see what we will be working on a month in advance. We will work as a team to ensure all of 
your learning needs are met. 
 
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
You are expected to maintain the highest level of academic integrity. When using ideas, words, and short passages from 
other people's writing, you are required to acknowledge the source. Failure to acknowledge the contribution of others is 
considered plagiarism. Submitting plagiarized work, failing to properly cite or fabricating sources, and any other 
academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will automatically result in a failing grade for the given assignment and 
further disciplinary action. You will not be allowed to make up any plagiarized work for credit. Plagiarism includes 
copying directly from the internet, a book or article, or another student’s work (with or without their permission). In 
order to avoid these issues, you are encouraged to speak with any teacher or administrator if they have any questions (no 
matter how small) about their work or citing sources.  



 

Final Takeaway 
“For my part, I know nothing with any certainty, but the sight of the stars make me dream.” 

-Vincent Van Gogh 
 

A new year lies ahead of you! It’s a blank slate. What do you want to accomplish? Where do you want to go? Who do 
you want to be? In this moment, right here, right now, you might not know what the next ten months hold in store 

for you. But here’s the beauty of that: you can dream your future into reality. You really, really can.  
And I sincerely hope you do. 

  
 
 
 

Student Signature: ____________________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________________ 


