
 
Unit Title Time 

Allocation 
(# 0f weeks 
based on 38 

weeks in school 
year) 

Essential 
Questions 
(for unit) 

Core 
Text/Supplemental 

Learnings 
(include major 

references) 

Performance 
Tasks 

(How will you 
know that 

students have 
mastered the 

taught concepts) 
1. I Am Malala 
 

6 weeks How do the people and 
places around us 
influence our actions? 
 
How does culture shape 
a person’s identify?  
 
What are the 
consequences of going 
against the norms of 
society? 
 
Is it difficult to stand up 
for what is right? 
 

I Am Malala by Malala 
Yousafzai 
 
-Malala Yousafzai Nobel Prize 
Speech 
 
- “Pakiston’s Swat Exodus 
Continues” 
     -AlJazeera News Article 
 
-Images of Malala making 
speeches 
 
-Images of Malala after 
shooting 
 

● Socratic discussions 
● AP-style writing 

assignments  
● Reading quizzes 
● Binder checks 
● Final test with AP 

Literature essay 
 

2. Julius Caesar  
 

7 weeks What makes an 
effective leader? 
 
What is the relationship 

between morality, 

idealism, and power? 

 

Is morality based on a 

universal 

understanding, or is 

morality based on the  

expectations of a 

culture? 

 

What happens when an 

individual’s personal 

system of morality 

comes into conflict with 

society’s definition of  

morality? 

 

Why is the combination 

of power and ambition 

possibly dangerous? 

 

Julius Caesar by William 
Shakespeare  
 
“Ambition: Why Some People 
Are Most Likely to Succeed” 
by Jeffrey Kluger 
 
“The Life of Julius Caesar” by 
Plutarch 
 
“The hidden tricks of 
powerful persuasion” by 
David Robson  
 
The Atlantic Article 
“How Power Corrupts the 
Mind: by Brian Resnick  
 
Traditions and Encounters: A 
Global perspective on the 
Past by Gerry Bentley.  
 

● Socratic discussions 
● AP-style writing 

assignments  
● Reading quizzes 
● Binder checks 
● Mini-research 

paper 
outline/annotated 
bibliography- 
students will 
complete a 
cross-curriculum 
assignment with 
their history class. 
They will complete 
the drafting steps 
of the research 
paper about Julius 
Caesar.  



3. Lord of the Flies 
 

5 weeks How does the setting of 
a story influence the 
characters and theme? 
 
What are the 
consequences of one 
person/group having 
too much power? 
 
Are laws a necessary 
part of society? 
 
How do those around us 
influence our 
identity/actions? 
 
What are the qualities 
of an effective leader? 
 
 

Lord of the Flies by William 
Golding 
 
-New York Times Article: 
“Convicted at 14” by Patrick 
Murphy  
 
 
-Medical Daily Article:  
“Nature vs. Nurture Debate: 
50-Year Twin Study Proves It 
Takes Two To Determine 
Human Traits” by Dana Dovey 
 
-Stanford Prison Experiment 
website 
 
-Kholberg’s Theory of 
Morality summary article 
 
 
 

● Socratic discussions 
● AP-style writing 

assignments  
● Reading quizzes 
● Binder checks 
● English and history 

will collaborate on 
a cross-curricular 
essay, where 
students will 
compare the 
dictatorship of Jack 
to Genghis Kahn.  

 
 
 
 

4. Odyssey and Poetry  
 

 6 weeks What does it mean to be 
a hero? 
 
How does conflict help 
you become self-aware? 
 
In what ways could a 
hero be imperfect? 
 
Define pride.  In what 
ways could pride be 
both positive and 
negative? 
 
 

The Odyssey - Homer 
-Sailing from Troy 
-Calypso (Books 5-6) 
-The Lotus Eaters (Book 9) 
-The Cyclops (Book 9) 
-Circe’s Island (Books 10-11) 
-The Sirens (Books 12-14) 
-Scylla and Charybdis (Books 
12-14) 
 
“Siren Song” Margaret 
Atwood 
 
Song: “Lotus Eater” by Mura 
Masa  
 
Poems: 
-Sonnet 130 by William 
Shakespeare 
-“When my love swears that 
she is made of truth” by 
William Shakespeare 
-“My Ugly Love” by Pablo 
Neruda 
-“Do Not Go Gentle Into That 
Good Night” by Dylan 
Thomas 
-“Those Winter Sundays” by 
Robert Hayden 
“Whose Mouth Do I Speak 
With?” by Suzanne Rancourt  
-“Barbie Doll” by Marge Percy 
-“For Women Who Are 
Difficult to Love” by Warsan 
Shire  
 
Traditions and Encounters: A 
Global perspective on the 
Past by Gerry Bentley.  

● AP Literature 
poetry essay 

● Hero’s journey 
project 

● Reading quizzes 
● Socratic 

Discussions 
● Binder checks 
● Research Paper 

with Pre-AP World 
History 



5. The House of the 
Spirits 
 

10 weeks Do we have an 
obligation to be loyal to 
family? 
 
How is our identity 
shaped by those around 
us?  
 
How does gender 
influence our identity?  
 
Is revenge ever 
justified?  
 
How does the past 
influence the future? 

The House of the Spirits by 
Isabella Allende  
 
Short Story: 
“The Very Old Man With 
Enormous Wings” by Gabriel 
Garcia-Marquez  
 
 
Interviews: 
-Isabel Allende Interviews 
(Stanford) 
 
Articles:  
-Political news articles about 
Chilean revolution 
 
-“Isabel Allende Defends 
‘House of the Spirits’ to North 
Carolina School Board” by 
Katheryn Peterson  
 
-Narrative Magic in the 
Fiction of Isabel Allende by 
Patricia Hart 
 
Film: 
-Excerpts from The House of 
the Spirits film 

● Socratic discussions 
● AP-style writing 

assignments  
● Reading quizzes 
● Binder checks 
● Archetype project 

(mini-essays) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


