
  
 
 

 
Unit Title  Time 

Allocatio
n 

(# 0f weeks 
based on 38 

weeks in school 
year) 

Essential Questions 
(for unit) 

Core Text/Supplemental 
Learnings 

(include major references) 

Performance Tasks 
(How will you know that students have 

mastered the taught concepts) 

1. Language and 
Identity 

5 weeks  *How does language shape and communicate our identity?   
*How does the language we use reveal who we are? 
 

Amy Tan, Mother Tongue 
James Baldwin, If Black English Isn’t a 
Language, Then Tell Me, What Is? 
Malcolm X, Learning to Read 
Frederick Douglass, Learning to Read and 
Write 
David Sedaris, Me Talk Pretty One Day 
George Orwell, Politics and the English 
Language  

U.S. Census Bureau, Language Use in the 
United States 

Jim Cummins, The Effects of Bilingualism 

 

Quizzes: Students are given a quiz on most readings. These 
check for understanding of meaning and strategies. 
Quiz: Vocabulary from readings 
Quiz: Grammar (from warm-up exercises, syntax discussions, 
and/or reading annotations) 
Test: Definitions of rhetorical modes and devices 
Composition: Rhetorical Analysis 
Prompt:  Write an essay comparing and contrasting the 
experiences of Frederick Douglass and Malcolm X as they 
learned to read and write. Analyze the appeals to logic, 
emotion, and credibility in both. 
Composition: Synthesis 
Prompt:  Consider the relationship between what a person’s 
identity is and what a person’s language is.  This relationship 
has led many people to explore what their language conveys 
about them: both their views of themselves as well as their 
perceptions to others.  Does language only shape our 
identity, simply communicate or reveal our identity, a 
combination of the two, or something else completely? 
 

2. Education   8 weeks  * How do we learn?  
*What are the goals of formal education?  
*What role does education serve in the community?   
*To what extent do our schools serve the goals of true education? 
 

J.D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, From Education  

James Baldwin, A Talk to Teachers 
Francine Prose, I know Why the Caged Bird 
Cannot Read 

Leon Botstein, Let Teenagers Try Adulthood 

Sherman Alexie, Superman and Me  

Margaret Talbot, Best in Class 

Quizzes: Students are given a quiz on most readings. These 
check for understanding of meaning and strategies. 
Quiz: Vocabulary from readings 
Quiz: Grammar (from warm-up exercises, syntax discussions, 
and/or reading annotations) 
Test: Definitions of rhetorical modes and devices to help 
students understand how various effects are achieved by 
writers’ linguistic and rhetorical choices. 
Composition: Write a letter to your school district expressing 
your opinions on aligned standards for education.  Offer a 
suggestion or solution based on your researched 



David Foster Wallace, This Is Water... 
Kyoko Mori, School  
Plato, The Death of Socrates: Crito from Phaedo 
Plato, The Allegory of the Cave 
Steven Spender, An Elementary Classroom in a 
Slum (Poetry) 

Eavan Boland, In Which the Ancient History I 
Learned in Not My Own (Poetry) 

understanding of the status quo.  Anticipate your audience’s 
knowledge level, concerns, values, needs, and possible biases 
about the claim. 
Composition: Compare Emerson’s claims about ideal 
education to your own experiences. 
 
 

3. Ethics and the 
Human Responsibility 
to the Community 
 

7 weeks  * What are our responsibilities to each other, and how do those 
responsibilities shape our lives?  
* What is the relationship of the individual to the community? 

Stephanie Ericsson, The Ways We Lie 
Nancy Mairs, On Being a Cripple 
George Orwell, Shooting an Elephant 
Garrett Hardin, Life Boat Ethics: The Case 
Against Helping the Poor 
Bertrand Russell, The Happy Life 
Peter Singer, The Singer Solution to World 
Poverty 
Barbara Lazear Ascher, On Compassion 
Anna Quindlen, Homeless 
Lars Eighner, On Dumpster Diving 
Hayden Carruth, Notes on Poverty 
John Betjeman,  In Westminster Abbey  

Ian Clark, “Obesity: Ethical Dilemma and 
Public Health Challenge” 
Joshua Rozenberg, “Police Face New Ethical 
Dilemma in Increasingly Digital World” 
 

Quizzes: Students are given a quiz on most readings. These 
check for understanding of meaning and strategies. 
Quiz: Vocabulary from readings 
Quiz: Grammar (from warm-up exercises, syntax discussions, 
and/or reading annotations) 
Composition: Memoir – Select a moment from memory, an 
experience that has stayed with you where you confronted an 
ethical dilemma. In a well-written essay, recreate that 
experience, then analyze it, figuring out what it means to you.  
Composition: Reading Garrett Hardin and Anna Quindlen, 
one gets a similar view of mankind but with radically 
different suggestions for its management.  Using your own 
critical understanding of contemporary society as evidence, 
write a carefully argued essay that explains your support of 
either Hardin or Quindlen.  Be sure that your essay is well 
organized and that it moves smoothly from one idea to 
another so that your reader can easily follow your 
development of each point.  Your essay will be peer reviewed 
and evaluated by the instructor on the elements of 
organization and varied sentence structures. 
Composition:  In “The Singer Solution to World Poverty,” an 
article that appeared in The New York Times Magazine, Peter 
Singer, a professor of bioethics, calls attention to the urgent 
need for food and medicine in many parts of the world. 
Singer argues that prosperous people should donate to 
overseas aid organizations such as UNICEF or Oxfam 
America all money not needed for the basic requirements of 
life.  “The formula is simple: whatever money you’re 
spending on luxuries, not necessities, should be given away.” 
Write an essay in which you evaluate the pros and cons of 
Singer’s argument.  Use appropriate evidence as you examine 
each side, and indicate which position you find more 
persuasive. 

4. The Human 
Condition 

5 weeks  *Which is more important to a person’s development: nature or 
nurture?  
*To what extent are we “products of our environment”?   
*When are we not responsible for our own beliefs or behaviors? 

Truman Capote, In Cold Blood 
Steven Pinker, “The Blank Slate” 
Tillie Olsen, “I Stand Here Ironing” 

Quizzes: Students are given a quiz on most readings. These 
check for understanding of meaning and strategies. 
Quiz: Vocabulary from readings 



Victor Stenger, Free Will and Autonomous 
Will 
Sam Harris, Free Will 
Kevin Helliker, “Capote Classic ‘In Cold Blood’ 
Tainted by Long-Lost Files” 
Shannon McFarland, “Did ‘In Cold Blood’ 
killers murder Sarasota’s Walker family in ‘59” 
Laura Miller, “Truman Capote’s Greatest Lie” 

 
 

Quiz: Grammar (from warm-up exercises, syntax discussions, 
and/or reading annotations) 
Composition: After carefully reading the excerpt, write a 
well-organized essay in which you characterize Capote’s view 
of Holcomb, Kansas, and analyze how Capote conveys this 
view. Your analysis may consider such stylistic elements as 
diction, imagery, syntax, structure, tone, and selection of 
detail.  
Composition: Consider Capote’s voice in the narrative. (What 
person is it written in? Is he objective or subjective?) How 
does the voice used affect the book as whole? 

5. Informed 
Citizenship 

7 weeks  * What are the roles and responsibilities of citizens and government 
in a democratic society?   
* What effect does a democratic government have on society?  

George Orwell, 1984 
Henry David Thoreau,  Civil Disobedience 
Thomas Jefferson,  The Declaration of 
Independence 
Aristotle, A Definition of Justice  
Martin Luther King, Jr., Nobel Prize 
Acceptance Speech  
Remark of Senator Robert F. Kennedy to 
the Cleveland City Club, 1968  

American University Commencement 
Address—John F. Kennedy, 1963  

Lincoln, Abraham, The Gettysburg Address 
Norman Stock, What I Said 

Julia Ward Howe, Battle-Hymn of the Republic 
Wilfred Owen, Dulce et Decorum Est 
David, Jacques-Louis, The Death of Socrates 
Selections from National Endowment for 
the Humanities, Picturing America 

Quizzes: Students are given a quiz on most readings. These 
check for understanding of meaning and strategies. 
Quiz: Vocabulary from readings 
Quiz: Grammar (from warm-up exercises, syntax discussions, 
and/or reading annotations) 
Composition: After reading Plato’s “The Death of Socrates” 
and writing about the emotions reflected therein, examine 
closely David’s painting The Death of Socrates. Write a short 
essay comparing and contrasting the emotions elicited by the 
painting with those elicited by Plato’s text. Be sure to show 
how Plato’s key words can draw images similar to David’s 
painting. 
Composition: Prompt: What is the individual’s duty to his 
government? What is the government’s duty to the 
individual? In an essay that synthesizes and uses for support 
at least four of the readings from this unit, discuss the 
obligations of individuals within a society. You must also find 
and use two additional sources in support of the topic. These 
sources should be credible and represent both primary and 
secondary sources. Remember to attribute both direct and 
indirect citations. Refer to the sources by authors’ last names 
or by titles using MLA format. Avoid mere paraphrase or 
summary.  

6. Research Paper: 
The Documented 
Essay 

4 weeks  * How do you conduct your own search to choose a current event 
that reflects one of the themes that we studied this semester.  
* What goes into researching the topic through different types of 
sources (newspapers, magazines, news stories, interviews, online 
sources, radio broadcasts, visuals, etc.), evaluating sources for 
credibility and appropriateness? 
*How do you take careful notes, making sure that you cite your 
sources accurately using MLA format? 
*How to you develop an argument about this topic and establish a 
claim? 
*What does it meant to synthesize your research and integrate a 
variety of sources into a coherent, well-written essay? 

MLA Style Manual (8th ed.)  Quizzes: Source Analysis and MLA style 
Research Paper 
Annotated Bibliography 
Abstract 
 



*How do you effectively use the sources to support your position 
and avoid mere paraphrase or summary? 
*How can  appropriate academic and technical vocabulary enhance 
your claim? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


