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COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This sophomore course will reinforce and enhance students’ skills in analytical reading and argumentative writing across 
multiple literary genres, including poetry, prose, nonfiction, drama, and media.  Readings may include Othello,  Beloved, 
Emily Dickinson, and The Grapes of Wrath.  This Pre-AP course will have an intense concentration on writing and language 
use to enhance students’ ability to use grammatical conventions both appropriately and with sophistication as well as to 
develop stylistic maturity in their prose.  The goals of this course are to prepare students to read closely and speak 
thoughtfully and persuasively, which match the rigor and requirements of Advanced Placement English courses their 
Junior and Senior year. 
Prerequisite - a completion of a summer reading requirement and/or attendance to Pingree Summer Program as well as 
successful completion of Advanced Honors English I. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
Death of a Salesman: Arthur Miller, Othello: William Shakespeare, Beloved: Toni Morrison, The Grapes of Wrath: John Steinbeck, Selected 
Poems: Emily Dickinson. Everyday Use - Rhetoric at Work in Reading and Writing: Hephzibah Roskelly & David Jolliffe 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
MEANS OF EVALUATION  
The list below generally describes the assignments that each student will be expected to complete during the course. 
Guidelines for each assignment will be distributed individually.   
 
GRADE BREAKDOWN 
Assessments  (50%) 
Notebooks/Classwork  (30%) 
Homework  (20%) 
Marking Period (100%) 
 
GRADING SCALE 
 

Letter Grade  Numerical Equivalent  Letter Grade  Numerical Equivalent 

A+  97 - 100%  C+  77 - 79% 

A  94 - 96%  C  74 - 76% 

A-  90 - 93%  C-  70 - 73% 

B+  87 - 89%  D+  67 - 69% 

B  84 - 86%  D  65 - 66% 

B-  80 - 83%  F  0 - 64% 

 
● An “A” grade represents outstanding work that is good enough to be shown to other students as an example. 
● A “B” grade indicates better than average work that demonstrates excellent effort and understanding. 
● A “C” grade is assigned to work that demonstrates competence but does not display any attempt to shine. 
● A “D” grade indicates work that is lacking in some important way. 
● An “F” is a failing grade. It will be given if an assignment or exam is not submitted or is extremely poorly 

executed, or in the case of plagiarism or other failure to adhere to norms of academic honesty. 



CLASS PROCEDURES 
Upon entering Room A207 from the South Door, it is the responsibility of the student to: 

1) Take binder from shelf 
2) Pick up any handouts labeled for the day’s lesson 
3) Find seat and locate materials for the day (novels, worksheets, homework) 
4) Begin Do Now (if applicable) 
5) Turn in any completed classwork into the tray for your period on your way out 
6) Exit through the North Door when you are dismissed 
 

LATE WORK  
Written assignments are due at the beginning of each period. Any late HOMEWORK assignment will be automatically 
deducted 50%.  Students may complete that assignment to receive up to the leftover 50% within one calendar week of 
the original due date.  Assessments will be penalized 10% off each calendar day late, unless otherwise specified in the 
assignment sheet. 
 
If a student is absent, it is their responsibility to get assignments from their teachers. Students who are absent on a due 
date need to turn in their work the following day that the class meets at the start of class. If students are absent when 
major assignments are due, they must turn in their work the next calendar day, unless otherwise specified.  

 
ABSENCES/TARDIES 
Attendance is mandatory. Students accruing more than ten unexcused absences in one class will receive a failing grade. 
This does not include excused absences which are religious observances, approved campus activities or field trips, or a 
serious illness, medical / family emergency. Excused absences require official written documentation (such as a signed 
note from a parent, physician, or teacher). 
 
Students are expected to arrive to each class on time. Students will be marked tardy if they are not in their seats by the 
time the bell rings. Students who arrive more than thirty minutes late to a class will be marked absent. Chronic lateness 
will negatively impact student grades. Three tardies equal one unexcused absence.  
 
UNIFORM 
Students are to be in uniform at all times. The uniform consists of an ALA black or maroon polo, khakis, and 
closed-toed shoes. Other acceptable garments include crew neck sweaters, fleeces, cardigans, or ALA track jackets in 
black, maroon, navy, or white. These garments must be solid colored and should not have any designs or stripes.  
Polo shirts must always be worn underneath these garments. Hooded sweatshirts and denim are not allowed in any way. 
Student cannot wear these garments through their arms. Students who have any concerns regarding uniforms should 
reach out to any ALA teachers or administrators who will help resolve any issues discretely.  
 
FOOD/DRINKS 
Students are not permitted to eat or drink anything other than water unless it is provided by the teacher and during 
Advisory/Study Hall. Students are expected to be courteous and clean up after themselves.  
 
ACCEPTABLE USE OF TECHNOLOGY  
Students should conduct themselves professionally at all times. Each teacher will determine when technology may be 
used in the classroom. Any inappropriate use of laptops or phones (such as texting, internet browsing, Facebook/ 
Twitter, etc) will negatively impact student grades. Teachers reserve the right to confiscate laptops/phones until the end 
of the period. If further issues arise, administration will confiscate phones for the rest of the day and notify parents.  
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Teachers are available to help students in their classrooms each day until 3:15 pm. In addition, teachers hold office hours 
from 2:45 - 4:00 pm once a week so that students can discuss their work in the course and ask questions. Students are 
encouraged to attend office hours to seek extra support. If a student cannot make a teacher’s scheduled office hours, 
they should contact them directly to set up a meeting.  
 
GUIDANCE POLICY  
Students are required to set up appointments to meet during the school day with Ms. Tetrault, the guidance counselor. 
She also holds drop-in times before and after school and during Advisory. In an emergency, a teacher can refer students 
immediately to the guidance office.  
 
HALL PASSES  



Students should obtain a Hall Pass from a teacher to use the restroom or travel within ALA. Students are also required 
to sign-in/out when leaving and re-entering a classroom. A separate written pass is required to go to the nurse. Students 
cannot leave any given class during the first or final five minutes of a 45 or 60-minute class or the first and final ten 
minutes of a 90-minute class. This is known as the 5/5 rule for 45/60-minute classes and the 10/10 rule for 90-minute 
classes.  
 
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
Students are expected to maintain the highest level of academic integrity. When using ideas, words, and short passages 
from other people's writing, students are required to acknowledge the source. Failure to acknowledge the contribution of 
others is considered plagiarism. Submitting plagiarized work, failing to properly cite or fabricating sources, and any other 
academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will automatically result in a failing grade for the given assignment and 
further disciplinary action. Students will not be allowed to make up any plagiarized work for credit. Plagiarism includes 
copying directly from the internet, a book or article, or another student’s work (with or without their permission). In 
order to avoid these issues, students are encouraged to speak with any teacher or administrator if they have any 
questions (no matter how small) about their work or citing sources.  

 
TEACHER’S MESSAGE 
 

“There is nothing noble in being superior to your fellow man; true nobility is being superior to your former self.”  Ernest Hemingway 
 
This will be a difficult class.  To simply complete the work and show up every day will not necessarily dictate an A or 
even a B in the class.  As this class is designed to prepare you for AP English courses, the demands for this course 
parallel those of the Advanced Placement classes and The College Board.  The focus of the class is to exercise, build, and 
understand how we read, how we argue, and how we think.  By the end of this year, all of you be in a place where you 
can make a supported argument about the meaning of a text.  We will explore the skills that make us both good readers 
and good writers and focus on how structure and language make meaning.  This course will be heavily discussion based, 
and you must arrive prepared and ready to participate in class every day.  I ask that you be less concerned with your 
letter grade in this class and more concerned with your progress and growth as a scholar.  As French literary critic 
Roland Barthes admitted, “fiction asks for more questions than it answers.”  As good readers, we must explore and 
determine what a text can answer and what it cannot answer.  Therefore, be prepared and comfortable not 
understanding something, taking risks, and making mistakes.  Be patient and persevere.  


