
                   Advanced Honors Algebra I                                     
Abbott Lawrence Academy 

2017-2018 
 
********************************************************************************************* 

COURSE SYLLABUS OVERVIEW 
********************************************************************************************* 
Teacher: Ms.Domenech Office Hours @ ALA: 
Phone:  978-975-2750  ext. 60202 Room 202  
Email: Kristin.domenech@lawrence.k12.ma.us Fridays 3:00-4:00 

 
********************************************************************************************* 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Advanced Honors Algebra is closely aligned to the Common Core Standards and incorporates algebraic symbolism, 
rational expressions, equations, lines, graphs, functions, exponents and radicals, as well as linear and quadratic 
relations.  Students will work diligently to derive formulas, equations, and theorems in order to come to an 
understanding of why things in math work the way that they do.  Students will apply critical thinking to work 
through real-world situations and discover the importance of being able to work through real-world situations.  This 
course will be rigorous and new methods to solve application problems through modeling with linear and nonlinear 
functions, tables, and graphs will be explored daily.  By working together as well as independently students will use 
newly learned algebraic skills to represent and understand quantitative relationships and analyze change in various 
contexts.  During the second semester students will work together to create meaningful dynamic math projects for an 
annual mathematics fair that is hosted by Boston University.  The Algebra curriculum will be extended across 
content to include the Physics curriculum to aid in the development of the projects.  
*********************************************************************************************
REQUIRED TEXTS 
CME Project Algebra 1 – Common Core 
********************************************************************************************* 
MEANS OF EVALUATION 
The list below generally describes the assignments that each student will be expected to complete during the course. 
Guidelines for each assignment will be distributed individually.  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
LATE WORK: 
Written assignments are due at the beginning of each period. NO LATE WORK WILL BE ACCEPTED. If the 
student was present the day it was assigned, there are no exceptions.  
 
If a student is absent, it is their responsibility to get assignments from their teachers. Students who are absent on a 
due date need to turn in their work the following day that the class meets at the start of class. If students are absent 
when major assignments are due, they must turn in their work the next calendar day. 
 
 
ABSENCES/TARDIES 
Attendance is mandatory. Students accruing more than ten unexcused absences in one class will receive a failing 
grade. This does not include excused absences which are religious observances, approved campus activities or field 
trips, or a serious illness, medical / family emergency. Excused absences require official written documentation 
(such as a signed note from a parent, physician, or teacher). 
 
Students are expected to arrive to each class on time. Students will be marked tardy if they are not in their seats by 
the time the bell rings. Students who arrive more than thirty minutes late to a class will be marked absent. Chronic 
lateness will negatively impact student grades. Once a student has been tardy three days, this will be counted as one 
unexcused absence.  
********************************************************************************************* 
 
UNIFORM 
Students are to be in uniform at all times. The uniform consists of an ALA black or maroon polo, khakis, and 
closed-toed shoes. Other acceptable garments include crew neck sweaters, fleeces, cardigans, or ALA track jackets 
in black, maroon, navy, or white. These garments must be solid colored and should not have any designs or stripes.  
Polo shirts must always be worn underneath these garments. Hooded sweatshirts and denim are not allowed in any 
way. Student cannot wear these garments through their arms. Students who have any concerns regarding uniforms 
should reach out to any ALA teachers or administrators who will help resolve any issues discretely.  
********************************************************************************************* 
 
FOOD/DRINKS 
Students are not permitted to eat or drink anything other than water unless it is provided by the teacher and during 
Advisory/Study Hall. Students are expected to be courteous and clean up after themselves.  
********************************************************************************************* 
 
ACCEPTABLE USE OF TECHNOLOGY  
Students should conduct themselves professionally at all times. Each teacher will determine when technology may 
be used in the classroom. Any inappropriate use of laptops or phones (such as texting, internet browsing, Facebook/ 
Twitter, etc) will negatively impact student grades. Teachers reserve the right to confiscate laptops/phones until the 
end of the period. If further issues arise, administration will confiscate phones for the rest of the day and notify 
parents.  
********************************************************************************************* 
 
OFFICE HOURS 
Teachers are available to help students in their classrooms each day until 3:15 pm. In addition, teachers hold office 
hours from 2:45 - 4:00 pm once a week so that students can discuss their work in the course and ask questions. 
Students are encouraged to attend office hours to seek extra support. If a student cannot make a teacher’s scheduled 
office hours, they should contact them directly to set up a meeting.  
********************************************************************************************* 
 
GUIDANCE POLICY  
Students are required to set up appointments to meet during the school day with Ms. Tetrault, the guidance 
counselor. She also holds drop-in times before and after school and during Advisory. In an emergency, a teacher can 
refer students immediately to the guidance office.  
********************************************************************************************* 
 
HALL PASSES  



Students should obtain a Hall Pass from a teacher to use the restroom or travel within ALA. Students are also 
required to sign-in/out when leaving and re-entering a classroom. A separate written pass is required to go to the 
nurse. Students cannot leave any given class during the first or final five minutes of a 45 or 60-minute class or the 
first and final ten minutes of a 90-minute class. This is known as the 5/5 rule for 45/60-minute classes and the 10/10 
rule for 90-minute classes.  
ACADEMIC DISHONESTY 
Students are expected to maintain the highest level of academic integrity. When using ideas, words, and short 
passages from other people's writing, students are required to acknowledge the source. Failure to acknowledge the 
contribution of others is considered plagiarism. Submitting plagiarized work, failing to properly cite or fabricating 
sources, and any other academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will automatically result in a failing grade for 
the given assignment and further disciplinary action. Students will not be allowed to make up any plagiarized work 
for credit. Plagiarism includes copying directly from the internet, a book or article, or another student’s work (with 
or without their permission). In order to avoid these issues, students are encouraged to speak with any teacher or 
administrator if they have any questions (no matter how small) about their work or citing sources.  
 
.********************************************************************************************* 
MATERIALS: 
Please bring:   

● Pencil and eraser  
● Pens – one black or blue, and one other different color of your choosing  
● Index Cards  
● Highlighter  
● Glue stick  

********************************************************************************************* 
CLASS PROCEDURES: 
Upon entering Room 202 it is the responsibility of the student to: 

1) Submit any and all homework assignments that are due.  
2) Put vocabulary index cards that are due out on your desk (if applicable.)  
3) Find your seat, and take out your notebook and pencil and immediately start working on the “do now.”  The 

“do now” should not take more than 2-3 minutes of your time.  
4) Read and copy the language and content objectives and look over the class agenda.  
5) Participate! 
********************************************************************************************* 
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS 
 

1) Respect your classroom, your classmates, yourself, and your teacher.  
2) Be in class on time. This means you should be in your seat before the bell rings.  
3) Come to class prepared with your pencil, binder, and homework when you enter the room. If you do not 

have a pencil with you, you may borrow one from me but you must give me your cell phone in exchange. 
Once you return my pencil, I will return your cell phone. No exceptions.  

4) Each student will be given a binder. Your binder will be your most important tool for this class. You must 
keep all notes, corrected assignments, and corrected tests/quizzes in this binder.  

5) Homework will be assigned every night to be collected and graded. Homework is an extremely important 
part of this class, so it is imperative that you complete it and turn it in on time.  

6) Each student will be given six bathroom passes per term that they are allowed to use. If the student runs out 
or loses them, they will not receive more until the end of the term. Each bathroom pass that remains unused 
can be submitted and will be counted as 1 extra point on the student’s lowest test grade.  

********************************************************************************************* 
 
 
Please check and sign below 
______________I have read the information and I fully understand what I’m expected to do in class. 
 
Student Signature: ____________________________________ 
Parent / Guardian Signature: ___________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
TEACHER’s MESSAGE:  



This course will be fast paced and challenging. My hope is that you will also find it to be fun. To be successful 
in this class you must put in the work, always ask questions, and you must not be afraid to take risks! I look 

forward to getting to know you as we begin what I hope to be a rewarding and exciting year!  
 

 


