
Abbott Lawrence Academy 2017-18 Curriculum Map : Year-at-a-Glance             Subject: Speech and Compostion         Grade: 10

 Unit Title / Theme
# Weeks

(38 Weeks Total)
Time of 

Year
Essential Questions

(for unit) Texts
Performance Tasks

 & Assessments CC/MA Standards / Lawrence Standards Cross Content Connections Additional Resources

1

Intro / 
Expectations and 
Sherlock Holmes 2 weeks

Aug 22nd - 
Aug 31st

1. What are my strengths 
and weaknesses as a writer 
and a group member, and 
how can I work to improve?
2. How can I adapt my own 
notes into a written work?
3. How can I learn 
academic English while still 
respecting my own culture 
and speech?

1. Eric Deggans - 
"Learning How to 
Code-Switch: 
Humbling, but 
Necessary"
2. Arthur Conan 
Doyle -  "The Case 
of Speckled 
Band"
3. Jamila Lyiscott 
- "3 Ways to 
Speak English"

1. "Sherlock Holmes Consulting Detective" in-
class investigation
2. Grammar diagnostic exams
3. Self-assessment and reflection of role in teams 
4. Adapation of SHCD notes into first person 
narrative
5. Notebook check for class notes
6. Homework notes check

Speech.1.A,B - Group discussions, reaching 
informal agreements
Speech.2 - Integrating multiple types of 
sources
Writing.3 - Writing narratives
Language.3. - Speaking in different contexts

AP English Curriculum Requirements:
-The course teaches and requires students to 
write in several forms (e.g., narratives [...])
-The course teaches writing in informal 
contexts (imitation exercsies [...]) [...] designed 
to help them become increasingly aware of 
themselves as writers and of the techniques 
employed by the writers they read. 

1. Chemistry/Physics: 
Hypotheses and scientific 
methods
2. English and Spanish: Parts 
of speech and grammar.
3. AP Lang - James Baldwin's 
"Black English" essay

1. Eric Deggans - "Learning How to Code-
Switch: Humbling, but Necessary" from 
NY Times
2. Arthur Conan Doyle -  "The Case of 
Speckled Band"
3. Jamila Lyiscott - "3 Ways to Speak 
English" TED Talk 
https://www.ted.
com/talks/jamila_lyiscott_3_ways_to_spea
k_english#t-253246

2
Personal 
Narratives 3 weeks

Sep 5th - 
22nd

1. How can I adapt 
someone else's words into 
a personal narrative?
2. What are the essential 
parts of analyzing speech?
3. What are my strengths 
and weaknesses as a 
speaker?

Speech.1.A,B - 
Group 
discussions, 
reaching informal 
agreements
Speech.2 - 
Integrating 
multiple types of 
sources
Writing.3 - Writing 
narratives
Language.3 - 
Speaking in 
different contexts

1. Written adaptation interview with adult in 
student's life (family member, community member, 
etc.)
2. Presentation of adapted interview
3. Formative and summative quizzes on parts of 
speech
4. Formative and summative quizzes on vocal 
qualities as they apply to a specific speech 
5. Formative and summative quizzes on subject 
verb agreement
6. Annotated notes on fellow students' speeches 
using rubric as guide

Speech.6 - Adapting speech to a variety of 
purposes
Speech.1. - Collaborative discussions
Writing.3 - Writing narratives
Writing.4 - Clear and coherent writing 
appropriate to the purpose
Writing.5 - Planning, drafting, editing, and 
revising
Language.1-2 - Standard English spelling and 
grammar

AP English Curriculum Requirements:
- The course teaches and requires students to 
write in several forms (e.g., narratives, 
expository essays [...])
- The course provides instruction on a variety 
of sentence structures, including appropriate 
use of subordination and coordination.
- The teacher provides instruction and 
feedback on students' writing assignments, 
both before and after the students revise their 
work, that help the students develop these 
skills. 

1. English: compare imagery in 
personal narrative to Othello
2. History: Discussion of how 
everyday Americans' histories 
are often undervauled / left out 
of the history books. Bring in 
Hamilton intro as hook. esp. 
"who lives who die who tells 
your story." Connect with 
APUSH re: Howard Zinn, who 
explicitly wanted to tell 
"People's History."

1. Anne Dillard - "Living Like Weasels"
2. e.e. cummings - "(up at me does)"
3. Elizabeth Bishop - "The Fish"
4. Tom Wayman - "Did I Miss Anything" 
(didn't use 2016-17)
5. StoryCorps Questions Guide: https:
//storycorps.org/great-questions/
6. Lessons from 10 years of the Moth: 
https://medium.com/@jeff.
simmermon/this-is-a-boring-shark-attack-
8-rules-for-fascinating-storytelling-
3b9d2bab6dca
6. Short excerpts from various films: 
Friday Night Lights, The Devil Wears 
Prada, The Lego Movie

3

Rhetoric and 
Persuasion

(With a Focus on 
Local, Regional, 

and National 
Politics) 6-8 weeks

Sep. 26th - 
Nov. 9th

1. What techniques do 
writers use to persuade 
others to their points of 
view?
2. What are the major 
political issues are 
currently being debated in 
local, regional, and national 
elections?
3. What is "fake news" and 
what logical fallacies make 
it fake?
4. How can multiple 
sources be examined to 
see all sides of an issue?

1. Nathan Hill - 
"The Nix" - 
Specifically 
chapter on logical 
fallacies
2. Articles about 
differences 
between political 
parties, such as  
"Nixon and 
Kennedy Clash 
[...]" NY Times 
article http://www.
nytimes.
com/learning/gene
ral/onthisday/big/0
926.html?
mcubz=3
3. Rhetorical 
Writing from many 
viewpoints on 
https://www.
procon.org/
4. Transcript of 
debate for 
Lawrence 
mayorship on 
Sep. 18th

1. Debates on issues - Lincoln-Douglas Debate, 
heatmap, side vs. side
2. Analyses of presidential debates
3. Quizzes on logical fallacies
4. Peer evaluations and constructive feedback 
based on rubrics

Speech.3 - Evaluate speakers' points of view 
and identify fallacies in arguments
Speech.1.a - Come prepared to discussions
Writing.1 - Writing arguments supported by 
claims
Language.1-2 - Standard English spelling and 
grammar

AP English Curriculum Requirements:
-The course requires nonfiction readings (e.g., 
essays, journalism, political writing, science 
writing, nature writing, [...]) that are selected to 
give students opportunities to identify and 
explain an author's use of rhetorical strategies 
and techniques
-The course requires students to write in 
several forms (e.g. [...] argumentative essays) 
about a variety of subjects (e.g., public policies 
[...])
-The course teaches research skills, and in 
particular, the ability to evaluate, use, and cite 
primary and secondary sources.
-The course teaches students how to cite 
sources using a recognized editorial style (e.g., 
MLA [...])
-The course provides instruction on [...] 
effective use of rhetoric, including controlling 
tone, establishing and maintaining voice, and 
achieving appropriate emphasis through 
diction and sentence structure 

1. Algebra: Syllogisms and 
logical propositions, along 
with reading graphs and poll 
numbers
2. US History and Government: 
Review of government 
functions and appeals to the 
constitution
3. US History: Connection to 
Nixon-era Politics and leaders, 
as well SOAPStone being 
comprable to HIPP as a speech 
analysis graphic organizer.
3. English: Collaborate on 
comma use, consistency in 
teaching independent and 
dependent clauses. Also focus 
on ethos appeals and Iago's 
justifications in Othello.

1. https://www.logicallyfallacious.
com/tools/lp/Bo/LogicalFallacies
2. https://web.cn.
edu/kwheeler/fallacies_list.html
3. Chapters on logic and persuasive 
writing in Everyone's A Writer
4. "Strangers in Their Own Land" NY 
Times article https://www.nytimes.
com/2016/09/25/books/review/strangers-
in-their-own-land-arlie-russell-hochschild.
html?mcubz=3
5. Current long-form articles from various 
publications of various slants, including 
The Atlantic (liberal), The Washington 
Post (liberal) The National Review 
(conservative), and others from https:
//www.thoughtco.com/top-conservative-
magazines-3303617
6. The Overton Window and how trump 
"makes the extreme [seem] normal" https:
//www.youtube.com/watch?v=_v-hzc6blGI



4

Professional 
Documents 

(Resumes, Cover 
Letters, 

Voicemails, 
Elevator Pitches, 

Interviews) 3 weeks
Nov. 13th - 

Dec. 1st

1. What are the essential 
documents I need to get 
started in the workplace 
and college?
2. What values do 
employers and professors 
look for in my possible 
fields (including STEM)?
3. How can I make the best 
first impression at job 
interviews, including for for 
STEM fields?
4. How do race and gender 
affect collegiate and 
professional culture and 
hiring?
5. How have my hopes and 
aspirations changed since 
freshman year?
6. What basic financial 
terms and concepts will 
help me make good 
financial decisions?

1. Resume and 
professional 
document guides 
from top colleges 
and employers
2. Google and 
other tech job 
applications (with 
guidance from 
science dept.)
3. College 
posterboard 
designed by 
students their 
freshman year

1. Resume (aiming for specific field)
2. Cover Letter (for specific real job on job 
website)
3. Professional Reference List
4. Voicemail (Left on Google Voice, one try only)
5. Elevator pitch given to the class (memorized)
6. Day in the life narrative
7. Redundancy and bracket/parentheses quizzes
8. Mock interview (other teachers or adults using 
rubric)

Speech.6 - Adapting speech to a variety of 
purposes
Writing.4 - Clear and coherent writing
Writing.6 - Use a variety of technology and 
media to present writing
Language.6 - Using domain-specific words to 
for college and career readiness

AP English Curriculum Requirements:
-The course teaches research skills, and in 
particular, the ability to evaluate, use, and cite 
primary and secondary sources.
-The course teaches and requires students to 
write in several forms
-The course provides instruction and feedback 
on students' writing assignments, to develop a 
wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately 
and effectively 

1. English - Discuss how 
racism (unfortunately) plays a 
part in the hiring process and 
in Othello
2. US History - Note how racial 
identity can be seen as a 
resource and source of 
strength in hiring process, as 
opposed to the bulldozing of 
identity that happened in the 
early-mid 1800s.
3. Math - Practice reading  
charts and making predictions 
to career outlooks using the 
Department of Labor website
4. Chemistry - discuss 
requirements for science 
careers, including publishing 
and adding a page to resume
5. Spanish - translate resumes 
to Spanish and investigate 
requirements for 
employment/hiring in different 
Latino countries
6. Abbott Admissions - Look at 
admissions statistics and see 
how/why student admissions 
reflect societal trends

1. Resume and professional document 
guides from top colleges and employers
2. Google job application: http://www.
businessinsider.com/15-google-interview-
questions-that-will-make-you-feel-stupid-
2009-11
3. http://www.readwritethink.
org/classroom-resources/lesson-
plans/resumes-cover-letters-high-30847.
html?tab=4
4. Department of Labor Occupational 
Outlook Handbook: http://www.bls.
gov/ooh/
6. Mock Interview Guide - http:
//changetheequation.
org/sites/default/files/CTE_GuideWorkBas
ed_v11_Section4.pdf

5

Declamations / 
Oratorical 

Interpretations and 
Speech Analysis 
[Not writing own 

speeches] 3 weeks
Dec. 4th - 
Dec. 21st

1. What rhetorical 
techniques make great 
speeches so effective?
2. What can I take from 
great speakers' delivery 
techniques and 
mannerisms to improve my 
own delivery?
3. What methods can I use 
to commit text to memory 
more easily?
4. How can I use a 
microphone to make my 
speech more effective?

1. Classic great 
speeches from 
Lincoln, FDR, 
MLK Jr., etc.
2. Modern great 
speeches from 
non-political 
authors - David 
Foster Wallace, 
Malala, Ta Nehisi 
Coates

1. Short piece (memorized)
2. Briefing / short research on background of 
longer speech
2. Longer speech presented to class (read, not 
memorized)
3. Brief biographical paper on their speechwriter 
and context
3. Regular check-ins and self-reflections
4. Grammar quizzes

Speech.4 - Present ideas clearly and logically 
so listeners can follow
Speech.1.D - Connect discussions to larger 
themes and ideas
Speech.5 - Use digital media to enhance own 
understanding of a work
Writing.4 - Write clearly and coherently
Language.4 - Understand unknown vocabulary 
words based on context and research

AP English Curriculum Requirements:
-The course teaches research skills, and in 
particular, the ability to evaluate, use, and cite 
primary and secondary sources.
-The course requires nonfiction readings (e.g., 
essays, journalism, political  writing, science 
writing, nature writing) that are selected to give 
students opportunities to identify and explain 
an  author's use of rhetorical strategies and 
techniques.
-The course provides instruction on logical 
organization, enhanced by specific techniques 
to increase coherence, such as repetition, 
transitions, and emphasis.

Algebra - Look for papers 
including mathematical 
analogies e.g. https://papers.
ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?
abstract_id=1271310
History - Students are 
researching their speechwriter, 
placing them in historical 
context, and citing sources in 
MLA format.
Chemistry - Advise on 
differences between delivering 
a persuasive speech and a 
scientific presentation / white 
paper
English - Align on editing and 
grammar conventions, analyze 
speeches using SOAPStone, 
reference 9th grade reading 
Malala and subsequent 
speeches she has made since 
the book's release

1. Classic great speeches from Lincoln, 
FDR, MLK Jr., etc. - see http://www.
americanrhetoric.com/top100speechesall.
html
and https://www.write-out-loud.
com/declamation-speech.html 
2. Modern great speeches from non-
political authors - David Foster Wallace, 
Malala, Ta Nehisi Coates, see http://www.
forensicscommunity.
com/declamation/declamation-pieces
3. Various videos of award winning 
declamations - 
2013 State Champion "A Letter to an 
Enlistee" https://www.youtube.
com/watch?
v=zZmdmNDoy8Y&index=59&list=PLoHg4
RW6LNU7ml4SEqAgbLCllhuncn05U , 
Drake Leach https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=hjeMiRWo0qk 
4. Judge Training for Declamation Judging 
- https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=MTKt4girZxc and https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=ixXjlZtZr-Q
5. POSSIBLE ADD FOR 2017 - 2018: https:
//books.google.com/books?
id=mUfTAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA21&lpg=PA21
&dq=use+of+gesture+in+oratory&source=
bl&ots=XGR3wQntnj&sig=TdP6fxbluNPO1
hkk_2KmtCUpGNg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ah
UKEwikvdmczd_QAhUE7yYKHfj4AiY4ChD
oAQgqMAQ#v=onepage&q=use%20of%
20gesture%20in%20oratory&f=false
6. Crash Course Study Skills YouTube: 
Memorization Tips: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=SZbdK9e9bxs



6
(Semester 1 

Review) 1 - 2 weeks
Jan. 2nd - 

5th

1. What are my areas for 
improvement in speech and 
writing?
2. Where have I made the 
most improvement over the 
course of the semester?
3. What study method in 
this and other classes best 
fits my learning style?

1. Crash Course 
Study Skills: 
Studying for 
Exams: https:
//www.youtube.
com/watch?
v=mLhwdITTrfE
2. Review of 
materials from 
semester
3. Study Tips for 
Multiple 
Intelligences: 
http://www.
mcfarland.k12.wi.
us/families/Advan
ced_Learner/Stud
ying%20Tips%
20Based%20on%
20Multiple%
20Intelligences.
pdf

1. Semester 1 Study Guide (perhaps include other 
format choices)
2. Semester 1 Study Plan for Finals
3. Semester 1 Final

All from Semester 1 1. Psychology / all other 
classes: Discuss how learning 
styles and study methods 
differ across content areas, 
and how just re-reading notes 
will not be as effective as 
doing problems or quizzing 
yourself

1. Crash Course Study Skills: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?
v=IhuwS5ZLwKY&list=PL8dPuuaLjXtNcAJ
Rf3bE1IJU6nMfHj86W

7
American History
Research Papers 7 Weeks

Jan. 16th - 
March 9th

1. What are the steps 
required for a formal 
research paper? 
2. How do I properly collect 
evidence and cite it?
3. How do I organize my 
materials and time to 
present my best work?

1. Textbook 
chapters on 
research papers
2. Example 
research papers 
from last year

1. Drafts of various sections of research paper
2. Final draft of research paper
3. Annotated bibliography

Speech.1.d - Responding to diverse 
perspectives
Writing.2 - Planning, writing, and organizing 
explanatory/informational texts
Writing.5 - Planning, drafting, revising, editing
Language.1-2 - Correctly using Standard 
English grammar, punctuation, and spelling

AP English Curriculum Requirements:
-The course teaches research skills, and in 
particular, the ability to evaluate, use, and cite 
primary and secondary sources.
-The assigns projects such as the researched 
argument paper, which goes beyond the 
parameters of a traditional research paper by 
asking students to present an argument of 
their own that includes the analysis and 
synthesis of ideas from an array of sources. 
- The course requires students to write essays 
that proceed through several stages or drafts, 
with revision aided by teacher and peers. 

1. English - connection to 
argumentation methods.
2. Chemistry - Discussion of 
different types of citation (MLA 
vs. APA vs. scientific) / 
different kind of abstract 
required in science vs. 
humanities paper.
3. Algebra - Discuss the 
manipulation of statistics and 
how that can distort data and 
lead to false observations, 
even from otherwise careful 
historians
4. US History - Methods of 
historical investigation (macro 
vs. micro, feminist vs. 
economic vs. political etc.), 
significant depth on one 
student-chosen research 
question

Work with US History to create student-
driven research questions. 6-8 pages 
pages plus cited sources. No Wikipedia - 
use GALE and other research databases. 
Zinn and America's History. Other AP 
texts, source books. At least 3 primary 
sources and 3 secondary. Connect with 
Jay LHS library.

8
Text to Screen 

Adaptations 3 weeks

March 12th 
- March 

29th

1. What choices do 
directors have in adapting 
books and play for the 
screen?
2. What advantages does 
books and film have over 
each other?
3. What are some of the 
formal techniques uniquely 
employed by filmmakers to 
make them more effective?

1. Excerpts from 
The Help, Like 
Water for 
Chocolate, Romeo 
and Juliet, and 
The Great Gatsby
2. Movie versions 
of said texts

1. 5 paragraph essays re: each of the excerpts
2. 20-line vut versions of Romeo and Juliet I.i
3. Adapation of reading of each student's choice 
(with guidance if unsure)
4. Film adapations done in groups
5. Analysis and self-reflection on film production 
and result
6. Reading quizzes

Speech.1.a-d - Collaborate with peers and 
respond respectfully to diverse viewpoints
Speech.2 - Intergrate sources from multiple 
types of media
Writing.1 - Analyze texts with precise claims, 
organized structures, and a formal style
Writing.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing.
Language.5 - Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language

AP English Curriculum Requirements:
The course teaches students to write an 
interpretation of a piece of literature that is 
based on a careful observation of textual 
details, considering the work's: structure, 
style, and themes, the social and historical 
values it reflects and embodies, and such 
elements as the use of figurative language, 
imagery, symbolism, and tone. 

1. Chemistry: Article on 
chemistry of film (perhaps look 
for less technical article http:
//pubs.rsna.org/doi/pdf/10.
1148/radiographics.
16.6.8946547 )
2. English: Adapatation of 
scenes from books throughout 
the year. Connect with English 
teacher for possible 
suggestions from each book. 
Also, more textual analysis 
than other units for literary 
devices in the excerpts being 
read.
3. Algebra / Physics: possible 
discussion of camera aperture 
length and shutter speeds 
http://www.cambridgeincolour.
com/tutorials/camera-
exposure.htm
4. Spanish: For "Like Water 
For Chocolate" subsection, 
include excerpts from 
original Spanish novel to 
discuss translation as well as 
adapatation 

1. Crash Course Film History / Production 
https://www.youtube.com/results?
search_query=crash+course+film
2. Every Frame a Painting YouTube 
channel https://www.youtube.
com/user/everyframeapainting?
disable_polymer=true
3. How a TV Show is made: https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=P8aW1Ae6gcI
4. Editing analysis of T-Rex attack in 
Jurassic Park: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=HzZkNdn5hpA 



9 Speech Contest 4 weeks

April 2nd - 
May 4th 

(lose a few 
days for 
MCAS 

practice)

1. How do I research and 
present a persuasive 
speech?
2. How  can I tailor my 
message and delivery to fit 
an audience (use 
SOAPStone on own 
speech)
3. How can I edit a speech 
to make it more effective?
3. How can I use a 
microphone in a more 
advanced way?

1. Student 
speeches from the 
past for example 
and non-examples
2. Persuasive 
speakers on both 
sides of an issue 
from Ideas 
Squared: http:
//www.
intelligencesquare
dus.org/
3. Examples of 
annotated 
bibliographies, 
such as http://bcs.
bedfordstmartins.
com/writersref6e/l
mcontent/ch07/PD
F/Hacker-Orlov-
MLA-Biblio.pdf 

1. Drafts of various sections of speech
2. Original written speech
3. Annotated bibliography
4. Speech presentation to class / guests judges / 
eventually entire ALA student body

Speech.4 - Present ideas clearly and logically
Speech.1.d - Respond thoughtfully to diverse 
perspectives
Writing.1. - Use evidence to make arguments
Writing.4 - Clear, coherent writing
Writing.5 - Planning, drafting, revising
Language.5 - Demonstrate use of figurative 
language

AP English Curriculum Requirements:
-The course teaches and requires students to 
write in several forms about a variety of 
subjects (e.g., public policies, popular culture, 
personal experiences). 
-The course requires students to write essays 
that proceed through several stages or drafts, 
with revision aided by teacher and peers.
-The course teaches research skills, and in 
particular, the ability to evaluate, use, and cite 
primary and secondary sources.

1. Chemistry: Examination of 
scientific sources and how not 
all scientific studies are 
created equal; show how data 
can be skewed or overly 
specfic. Also, incorporate for 
possible scientific essay 
topics (climate change, 
genetically modified food, 
human caused extinctions, 
etc.)
2. Algebra - Similiar to 
Chemistry, show how 
statistical sources can be 
misleading or skewed
3. English - Examine issue of 
book being read - Grapes of 
Wrath. Also, connect with 
current grammar issues 
occuring in both classes
4. History - Give example of 
annotated history bibliography 
http://www.worldhistory.pitt.
edu/documents/Style%
20Guide.pdf and compare to 
English annotated 
bibliography

1. Student speeches from the past for 
examples and non-examples
2. Persuasive speakers on both sides of 
an issue from Ideas Squared: http://www.
intelligencesquaredus.org/
3. Examples of annotated bibliographies, 
such as http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.
com/writersref6e/lmcontent/ch07/PDF/Hac
ker-Orlov-MLA-Biblio.pdf
4. Handling Hostile Audiences: https:
//www.bizjournals.
com/seattle/stories/2005/09/05/smallb3.
html, https://www.linkedin.
com/pulse/seven-secrets-handling-hostile-
audience-steven-norton and https://www.
fripp.com/how-to-deal-with-a-hostile-
audience/



10

Biblical 
References / The 
Bible as Literature 3 Weeks

May 7th - 
25th

1. What are the most 
common allusions in 
literature to the Old and 
New Testaments?
2. What can be gained from 
reading the Bible directly, 
and how have authors 
throughout the ages 
responded to its content 
and style?
3. What differences are 
there between major 
versions of the Bible, and 
how might they affect 
analysis and 
interpretation?

1. The Bible, Old 
Testament and 
and New 
Testament (King 
James vs. New 
Revised Standard 
Edition vs. New 
International 
Version, 
comparative 
study)
2. The History of 
the World in 10.5 
Chapters by 
Julian Barnes 
(Chap 1 on Noah's 
Ark)
3. Excerpts from 
Paradise Lost by 
John Milton / 
Inferno by Dante 
Alighieri / The 
Lion, the Witch, 
and the Wardrobe 
by C.S. Lewis
4. How to Read 
Literature Like A 
Professor 
excerpts - 
Chapters 7, 14, 
and 18
5. NYTimes- "The 
Book of Books: 
What Literature 
Owes the Bible" 
http://www.
nytimes.
com/2011/12/25/bo
oks/review/the-
book-of-books-
what-literature-
owes-the-bible.
html
6. Crossways - 
"What Every Book 
of the New 
Testament" is 
about - https:
//www.crossway.
org/articles/what-
every-book-of-the-
new-testament-is-
about/
7. Death and 
Resurrection of 
Superman? https:
//moviepilot.
com/posts/383886
3

1. AP Lit style essay on Biblical allusions
2. Short film full of Biblical allusions
3. Several short quizzes on Biblical allusions (OT, 
NT, Life of Jesus)
4. Group presentation on biblical allusion
5. Grammar Quiz

Speech.1.d - Responding to diverse 
perspectives
Writing.2 - Planning, writing, and organizing 
explanatory/informational texts
Writing.5 - Planning, drafting, revising, editing
Language.1-2 - Correctly using Standard 
English grammar, punctuation, and spelling

AP English Curriculum Requirements:

-The course teaches students to write an 
interpretation of a piece of literature that is 
based on a careful observation of textual 
details, considering the work's: structure, 
style, and themes, the social and historical 
values it reflects and embodies, such elements 
as the use of figurative language, imagery, 
symbolism, and tone.
- The course [asks] students to present an 
argument of their own that includes the 
analysis and synthesis of ideas from an array 
of sources.

1. English - Connections to 
both sophomore English 
(particularly Grapes of Wrath 
and the Crucible) and the rest 
of the English curricula across 
grades. Consulted with 
English department to ensure 
important Biblical episodes are 
included.
2. History - Historical accuracy 
/ remnants of Old and New 
Testaments. Connect with 
Christian roots in American 
history (Puritans, "City on a 
Hill," Manifest Destiny) and 
comparative religious studies 
in World History
3. Math - possible digression 
into numerology of Old 
Testames? http://catholic-
resources.org/Bible/Numbers.
htm

1. Make sure to emphasize the secular 
study of the text as literature. Send 
English and Spanish notice home to keep 
community informed (seperate from 
newsletter, but mention in it)
1. Crash Course History Christinanty - 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=TG55ErfdaeY&disable_polymer=true
2

11
Semester 2 / 

Year-Long Review 1 week
June 5th - 

8th

1. What are the big 
takeaways from Speech 
and Composition?
2. Where can I continue to 
grow this summer and next 
year?

1. Review of 
materials from the 
semester

1. Year-long study guide
2. Year-long study plan
3. Semester 2 Final Exam

All from year, specifically focusing on 
semester 2

Overall concept: Alternate Speech-Focus and Writing-Focus, with minor interludes from the other discipline
Concept: Pre-Reading, Big Debate / Presentation, then Post-Writing

Debates: Sep. 26th, Oct. 9th, Oct. 19th


