
   

 
 
 
December 17, 2021 
 

Hello Lawrence Public Schools families. 
 
With just one shortened school week remaining before the holiday break begins, I want to wish you all the happiest 
of holidays and a wonderful start to the new year. I am already excited about what our students, with your support, 
will accomplish in 2022. 
 
Here are a few important things to note: 
 

• A reminder that this Wednesday, December 22 and Thursday, December 23 are both half days for all 
schools, with no pre-kindergarten. There is no school on Friday, December 24. 

 
• The City of Lawrence has received from the state a large supply of COVID-19 at-home rapid antigen tests, 

available free to residents for pick-up or delivery to your home. Easy to use and typically providing results 
within 15 minutes, the tests can be acquired at numerous city locations such as City Hall, the Lawrence 
Senior Center, and the Fire Department’s Lowell Street headquarters. Please call 978-857-3409 for more 
details on these free tests, as well as receiving a vaccine or booster. 

 
• You or your child may be aware of a nationally trending TikTok post that gained widespread attention over 

the past 24 hours, referencing a broad threat to the country’s school safety for this day. At no time have 
law enforcement determined there to be a credible threat, but please be assured we always take these 
matters seriously and have stayed in close contact with Lawrence Police throughout, should any local 
concerns arise. This is also a good reminder of the importance of responsible social media use, including 
not sharing threatening posts, speaking with your children about appropriate online conduct, and 
monitoring their social media activity.  

 
Thank you again all for your support of our students and schools throughout the past year. Wishing you a joyous, 
peaceful and safe holiday season with your family and loved ones. 
 
Be well, 
      
     
 

Cynthia Paris 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


