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HEADMASTER’S UPDATE
Today marks the 166th com-
mencement ceremony at Law-
rence High School. We have 
729 graduates primed to walk 
across the stage tonight to re-
ceive their diploma and another 
110 students who will graduate 
in August. The class of 2017 
is the largest graduating class 
in recent memory. I remember 
when I started my work here at 
LHS over seventeen years ago, 
we began each year with about 
600 incoming freshmen and 
graduated about 300 students. 
Today, a vast majority of our 
incoming 9th graders are fin-
ishing high school in four years, 
largely due to the extra efforts, 
personalized attention, extreme 
dedication and compassion 
exhibited by the teachers, 
counselors, administrators, and 
support staff at Lawrence High 
School. As the seniors receive 
their diploma today please ac-
cept sincere gratitude for your 
hard work and efforts to help 
them achieve this milestone. 

As you know, Lawrence High 
School has been in the process 
of redesign efforts over the 
past three years. The final stag-
es of the redesign is to contin-
ue to build off of the success 
we are experiencing with our 
increased graduation rate and 
reduced dropout rate to ensure 
that students have a well-de-
veloped and viable post-sec-
ondary plan before leaving 
LHS. Not only is it critical that 
students have a realistic and 
attainable plan, but that they 
are exposed to the types of 
opportunities and have access 
to ongoing support to execute 
that plan. Whether it is a two- 
or four- year college, post-sec-

ondary training that could lead 
to an industry credential, the 
military, or directly to a career, 
the experiences and oppor-
tunities that we provide our 
students in high school should 
position them to embark on a 
clear path to continued educa-
tion and economic mobility. 

The Personalized Career Path-
way model we are introducing 
at LHS, which will be rolled out 
over the next three years, will 
introduce students to founda-
tional occupational experiences 
and career information in 9th 
and 10th grades, and enhance 
career advising and experience 
in the middle grades.  In the 
11th and 12th grades, students 
will chose career pathways 
within broadly defined sectors 
linked to labor market need. 

Through this model, we will 
enable students to take general 
education, and career-oriented 
college courses. We will be ex-
panding our internship program 
to enable our seniors to gain 
valuable workplace skills and 
experiences, and pilot a work-
study program for a limited 
number of high school seniors. 
The Personalized Career Path-
way model will put in place a 
sequence of career exploration 
opportunities moving from 
job shadows, employer visits, 
and career-focused projects to 
substantial work-based learn-
ing activities during a student’s 
four- year career. 

We are in the process of build-
ing the infrastructure of the 
Personalized Career Pathway 
Model now as we end this 
school year and roll out the ‘17-

18 school year. Our Pathway 
Design Teams and Academic 
Working Groups, comprised 
of LHS teachers and staff, in 
partnership with staff from 
Northern Essex Community 
College and Jobs for the Future, 
continue their efforts to craft 
curricular connections, recom-
mendations for sequencing of 
courses to create a cohesive 
9-14 pathway for students. We 
will present their final reports 
at the end of this school year 
to serve as a planning guide 
for counselors, teachers, and 
administrators. 

Again, thank you for the ex-
emplary work you do for our 
students and for your role in 
helping us achieve the larg-
est graduating class in recent 
memory. 

- Mike

Quick Updates
• Just a reminder that the 
last five days of school, June 
13th to June 19th will be early 
release days for students. Prin-
cipals should have shared the 
final exam schedules for each 
school by now.
• Counselors and admin-
istrators are busy creating the 
master schedules for the up-
coming school year. Tentative 
teaching assignments are very 
close if not completed in most 
schools. We plan on having all 
staff receive official teaching 
assignments before the end of 
the school year. 
• If you are interested in 
attending a lesson planning 
workshop, Understanding by 
Design, led by Jay McTighe and 
Associates, to be held in North 
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Andover on July 12th and 
13th, please contact Deborah 
Langlois, in the main office for 
more information. 
• Assistant Headmaster 
Finn is working with Central 
Office staff to coordinate the 
classroom moves. He will be 
sending out packing and mov-
ing information and supplies 
to individual classrooms in the 
coming days. 

• We made a slight adjust-
ment to the previous ’17-18 
school calendar by changing 
an early release PD day from 
March 29th to May 2nd and 
adding an early release day on 
December 21st. 
• Late buses end on Fri-
day, June 9th.
• Science MCAS will be 
administered on Monday, June 
5th and Tuesday, June 6th. We 

have lots of students testing so 
we would appreciate all hands 
on deck!

PBIS AT LHS

As part of the LHS Redesign 
Process, the PBIS Team was 
created to develop to a PBIS 
(Positive Behavioral interven-
tion System) framework.  This 
framework helps to “improve 
behavioral and academic out-
comes by improving campus 
climate, preventing problem 
behavior, increasing learning 
time, promoting positive social 
skills, and delivering effective 
behavioral interventions and 
supports” The campus will fo-
cus on three to five behavioral 
expectations that are positively 
stated and easy to remember. 
As part of the process, the 
PBIS team determines the 3-5 
behavioral expectations that 
suit the needs of their campus. 
Consistency from class to class 

and 
adult 
to 
adult 
is 
very important for successful 
implementation of PBIS. The 
team will then create a matrix 
of what the behavioral expecta-
tions look like, sound like, and 
feel like in non-classroom areas. 
Another primary activity for the 
PBIS team is determining how 
the behavioral expectations 
and routines will be taught in 
classroom and non-classroom 
settings. Another activity for 
the PBIS team is to determine 
a way to recognize student 
behavior. 
 
The LHS PBIS Team would like 

to receive any feedback regard-
ing the implementation for the 
2017-2018 campus year.  An 
anonymous survey link will be 
emailed within the next week 
so you can provide feedback. 
Additionally, please feel free to 
reach out any team members: 
Jeffrey Paris, Jovanny Sanchez, 
Rebecca Iyore, Emily McDon-
ald, Melissa Melendez, Mary 
Cordaro, Michelle Gilman-Ver-
zi, Jessica Langley and Carlos 
Cordero. 
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10GA/ABBOTT BAND
& ARTS SHOWCASE

The 10GA/Abbott Academy 
Band and Arts Showcase took 
place on Friday evening, May 
26, in the LHS Learning Com-
mons. All songs in the program 

were voted on and approved 
by students. The artwork on 
display was produced by the 
students of Rebecca Iyore 
and Donna Disario. The band 

performed songs such as 
Thriller, Ghostbusters, Take On 
Me, Seven Nation Army, and 
YMCA. Congratulations to our 
musicians and artists!

9GA INFORMATION SESSION

9GA had a great turnout for 
their Information Session for 
8th grade families on Satur-

day, May 13th. Students and 
families are excited to join LHS 
next year. Many students even 

stayed after the session to talk 
about band and try out some 
instruments with Mr. Toledo. 
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ALUMNI NIGHT 
SCHOLARSHIP DINNER

On Thursday evening, May 
18th, the Lawrence High School 
Alumni Association held its 
annual scholarship dinner in 
the Lawrence High School 
cafeteria. Over 70 graduating 
seniors received scholarships 
totaling an estimated $150,000. 

Alumni returned to LHS from 
as far back as the Class of 1958 
to take part in the ceremony, 
including Mayor Daniel Rivera, 
Class of 1989, and Headmaster 
Michael Fiato, Class of 1985. 
Master of Ceremonies Rick 
Parthum presented the schol-

arships with help from Alumni 
Board representatives Jenny 
Blatchford, Chris Eldrigde, and 
Eric Melanson. Lawrence High 
School remains grateful to its 
strong and generous alumni! 
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The MCAS battery of assess-
ments presents a challenge for 
all students, and is even more 
difficult for students who are 
new to the country and just 
learning English. Research by 
ESL expert Jim Cummins (1989) 
shows that it takes 5-7 years 
of study for the 
average student to 
acquire academic 
language proficien-
cy in English.  

This year, 38 new-
comer students at 
the International 
School defied the 
odds and success-
fully passed all 
three MCAS tests 
(math, ELA and bi-
ology) with a score 
of 220 or better. 
Thirty-three have been in the 
US for less than a year. In biolo-
gy, twelve students reached the 
Proficient level, with scores be-
tween 240-254. In ELA, seven 
students scored 240 or bet-
ter, and in math, five students 
reached the Proficient bench-
mark. Three students reached a 
proficient score of 240 or better 
on all three tests. 

What accounts for this suc-
cess? According to INT principal 
Gerry Acosta, “Here at INT we 
try to strike a balance between 
meeting the academic needs 
of our students and meeting 
their socio-emotional needs. 
While we are aware that our 
students encounter significant 
challenges in their new coun-
try such as enrolling in a new 
school, learning a new language 

or facing undocumented status, 
we recognize their tremen-
dous academic potential and 
desire to succeed. In order to 
meet their academic needs we 
have created and implemented 
high-quality, research-based 
curricula as well as data-driven 

interventions that ultimately led 
to these MCAS scores.”

Selenny Lopez came to the 
US from Santiago, Dominican 
Republic just eight months 
ago. “I studied very hard” she 
said. “The first time I failed 
math MCAS, because I didn’t 
have much experience with 
Geometry. I went to Accelera-
tion Academy in February with 
Mr. Lynch and practiced a lot. 
I also practiced with Mr. Vera 
for three days before the test. 
When I took MCAS I saw a lot 
of things that he had explained. 
He was amazing with us. Ms. 
Ruiz taught us many things that 
helped us. Ms. DeFelice helped 
me a lot with reading. I think we 
have great teachers.” Inspired 
by Ms. DeFelice, she wants to 
study law.  Selenny’s advice to 

other students? “ Work hard, 
and listen to the teachers.  
Practice your English all the 
time, even if you have an accent 
or if the words are difficult.”

Melba Guzman is a junior who 
arrived in the US last summer 
from Madrid, Spain. “I prac-
ticed with Mr. Vera as well. I 
asked my cousins for advice. 
They told me to think about 
the test, and told me how 
important it was for the future.  
And, we pray. With Ms. Cart-
wright we take notes on many 
words that can be hard for us.” 
Guzman’s plans for the future? 
“I change what I want to do 
every week. This week I want 
to be a social worker. In anoth-
er week I want to be a pilot, or 
a doctor.” 

Ericka Reyes is a junior who 
has been in the US for eight 
months, from San Francisco, 
Dominican Republic.  “Ms. 
Cartwright is very good. When 
I first came into this school I 
knew a little bit of English, but I 
was bad in grammar. She taught 
me how to write an essay, and 
made me feel proud of myself. 
Everything I did, she told me 
what was wrong, but showed 
me how I had grown. She mo-
tivated me.” Reyes also credits 
Mr. Pichardo’s help: “When 
I first came to this school I 
didn’t like biology. With Mr. P I 
learned everything I knew about 
biology.” INT has also helped 
Reyes think about her future: 
“From my childhood I wanted 
to be a doctor, but now I am 
changing to architecture.” 

INT STUDENTS SUCCEED 
ON MCAS
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LHS AWARDS 100 L-PINS!

The L-Pin is Lawrence High 
School’s highest academic 
award. It is presented to juniors 
and seniors who have earned a 
cumulative grade point average 
of 3.8 or better and have at-

tended Lawrence High School 
for at least two consecutive 
years. On Thursday, May 18th, 
LHS presented the L-Pin to 54 
members of the Class of 2018 
and 46 members of the Class 

of 2017. One year ago, 93 
students qualified for the L-Pin 
– this year, 100 students did! 
Congratulations to our L-Pin 
scholars.

L-PIN winners, 2017
 
BMF Class of 2018
Perla Almonte
Roger Bravo 
Lesley Garcia
Yinely Lopez
Elena Melendez
Jaritza Paulino
Alexander Victorino
 
HHS Class of 2018
Danisha Aristy
Kasey Concepcion 
Alvarez
Elsa Diffo Tiayo
Juana Guerrero
Minh Phan 
Aysha Polanco
Wildaly Santana
Daviana Velez
 
HLD Class of 2018
Yamile Amparo
Jailisse Arias
Alex Barreras
Karina Hernandez
Karolina Hernandez
Arlynn Lopez
Briana Medina
Yadira Medina

Michelle Nguyen
Joslin Regalado
Diolka Rosario
Darlene Santos
Robert Santos
Oscar Tavarez
 
MST Class of 2018
Ruth Cruz
Keiddy Curiel
Vanessa Gitau 
Juan Guzman
Charvady Hak 
Javier Jimenez
Pedro Lantigua
Erika Martinez
Jose Melo 
Lauren Pliskaner
Keysha Rosado 
Patsy Salazar
Tatyana Say 
Monica Sim 
Emily Toala
Huy Tran 
 
PFA Class of 2018
Elizabeth Baxley
Lisbeth Carpio-Del 
Rosario
Chernys Deleon
Yankelina Duran

Antar Jimenez
Medelys Marte
Wildania Nunez
Odette Pinales
Lia Veras
 
BMF Class of 2017
Bryan Acosta
Sharolin De Los Santos
Rose Angela Gonzalez
Franciely Vega
 
HHS Class of 2017
Alenny Acevedo
Darianna Alcantara
Jacklyn Cruz
Melany Felix
Yefri Gaitan
Laura Gonzalez
Kiara Quiroz
Yuleinny Salcedo 
Rosbeliz Valentin
 
HLD Class of 2017
Darnnellyz Batista
Roberto Castillo Nault
Eliannee Delacruz
Kenisha Delarosa
Derling Frias
Emely Gonzalez
Leslie Marrero

Arlyne Pena
Ilana Raimundo
Brittanie Ramirez
 
MST Class of 2017
Julio Cabrera
Ilianny Grullon
Ronald Henriquez
Diego Marroquin
Mariceli Mota
Kayla Ortega
Mimi Phan
Edith Samboy
Junie Sok
Anthony Thai 
Ky Ton
 
PFA Class of 2017
Shayra Castillo
Leslie Fernandez
Rocio Jerez
Cristian Lantigua
Jadhina Lu
Destiny Medina
Alejandra Negron
Boris Pena
Bianka Piantini
Perla Rodriguez
Brianna Romero
Genesis Toledo 
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First-generation immigrant stu-
dents face significant challenges 
in graduating high school, com-
pleting college, and going on to 
graduate school, but some are 
able to prevail. Two such Lanc-
er Success Stories are Upper 
School ELA teacher Mery Lizar-
do ’08 and Gear Up! counselor 
Esther Peralta ’09, both gradu-
ates of Lawrence High School, 
college graduates, and now, 
master’s degree graduates. 

According to the National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics, as 
of 2013 only 15.7% of Latinas 
aged 25-29 had completed a 
college degree, and only 3.0% 
had completed a master’s de-
gree. The numbers are lower for 
immigrants and for first-gener-
ation college students. Peralta 
and Lizardo have defied the 
odds to accomplish the feat. 
Peralta recently completed 
requirements for a Master’s 
degree in Higher Education 
and Student Affairs from Salem 
State University; Lizardo com-
pleted a Master’s in Curriculum, 
Instruction, and Assessment 
from Walden University. 
The oldest of five children, 
Lizardo was born in Santo 
Domingo, Dominican Republic 
and came to the US with her 
parents at the age of three. 
“My dad had just gotten laid off 
in DR, and a lot of our family 
members were moving to the 
US. My mom tried to convince 
him otherwise, because she 
didn’t want to leave.” Lizardo 
learned English in elementary 
school and entered the Law-
rence Public Schools for grade 
six. She was a member of the 
Girl’s Ensemble Choir as a 
student at the Performing and 
Fine Arts School, and graduat-
ed in 2008. “What helped me 
through school were the educa-
tors who were really invested in 
the students. Teachers like Mr. 
McCarthy, Ms. McGhee and Mr. 
Colon, were all individuals who 
made me want to come into 

school everyday and share my 
love of learning. Joining Girls’ 
Ensemble my sophomore year 
definitely pushed me beyond 
my comfort zone. I learned 
what it meant to lead.”
Lizardo encountered numerous 
challenges as an undergraduate 
at Fitchburg State: “Figuring 
out who I was, was hard. A lot 
of the people I hung out with 
did not look like me, were not 
from the same socioeconomic 
status as me, or had not even 
had a Spanish friend. I had to 
internalize a lot of ignorance. 
Was I going to be the one to 
challenge every stereotype? I 
had to figure out what my role 
was going to be.” 
As the first in her family to 
complete college, Lizardo also 
struggled with competing 
motivations: “I had to figure 
out what it meant to become 
the first person in my family to 
get a degree. The more I was 
learning, the more I questioned 
what I thought of as success. 
My family wanted me to get a 
degree, but also wanted me to 
start a family. Figuring out how 
to communicate with my family 
was really hard.” Lizardo perse-
vered, and in 2012 graduated 
from Fitchburg with a Bache-
lor’s degree in English Litera-
ture, with a minor in Romance 
languages. 
Peralta was born in New York 
City to an immigrant mother, 
and meets the definition of a 
Generation 1.5 kid: “We were 
always back and forth between 

LANCER SUCCESS STORIES: 
PERALTA, LIZARDO EARN

 MASTER’S DEGREES

ESTHER PERALTA ‘09

MERY LIZARDO ‘08

continues
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New York, the Dominican and 
Lawrence. I had a single mom 
with five kids. We went back 
to DR, to New York, then final-
ly back to Lawrence in 2004, 
when I was 14.” Her first lan-
guage was Spanish. “I learned 
how to read and write in Span-
ish, and only spoke Spanish at 
first. It was hard.  My teachers 
in New York and in Lawrence 
were supportive.”  Peralta 
attended the Oliver School for 
eighth grade, then the Per-
forming and Fine Arts School 
at Lawrence High, where she 
studied photography, painting 
and dance. She also held down 
a part time job: “I worked at 
Market Basket. I needed the 
money. I paid my own cell 
phone bill, paid for my own car, 
bought my own clothes.” The 
youngest child in her family, in 
2009 Peralta became the first 
to graduate high school. “All of 
my older siblings had dropped 
out of high school” she said, “I 
wanted to make a difference. 
I saw they were working in 
unstable, minimum wage jobs. 
My mom struggled, working in 
factories. I wanted to do some-
thing for my mom.” There were 
many teachers who impacted 
Peralta at PFA, including her 
Advisory teacher, Ms. Kowlaski: 
“she really helped me do things 
in high school I would never 
have done without her help. I 
can’t thank her enough! I was 
blessed with my teachers.” 
That fall, Peralta became the 
first in her family to attend col-
lege, at the Massachusetts Col-
lege of the Liberal Arts. “They 
gave me a full ride my first year. 
They had a summer program 
that I liked. The distance from 
home was good. I liked the en-
vironment.”
At MCLA, Peralta found sup-
port. “What really helped me 
was the summer program my 

first year. There were some oth-
er Lawrence students, so I sort 
of had a family before fresh-
man year started. That helped 
me tremendously. College was 
hard, especially being able to 
type a perfect essay, in a short 
time. I had to start my essays 
two or three weeks before the 
due date.” She benefited from 
affinity groups such as ALANA 
and the Latin American Stu-
dents Association. “I never felt 
like I was being discriminated 
against in college. I felt proud 
of being a minority, because I 
would get a lot of attention, in a 
good way.” 
Despite the support, Peral-
ta felt the pull of home: “We 
lost my grandfather. My mom 
was suffering depression. She 
would call me and say, ‘come 
home.’ I would tell my mom, 
‘no, because I’m doing this for 
you.’ Every time I would come 
home, she would cook so much 
food for me to bring back. She 
was worried I wasn’t eating or 
didn’t have enough food. It was 
hard for my family to under-
stand what I was doing because 
dorming in school is not part of 
our culture.” 
Peralta completed her under-
graduate work in just three 
and one-half years, graduating 
in 2012 with a Bachelor’s de-
gree in sociology, with minors 
in criminal justice and art. She 
returned home with plans to 
become a lawyer. “I didn’t plan 
to be here for long – I just 
wanted a job to pay the rent 
while attending law school.” 
However, as Peralta put it, soon 
after starting work at LHS,  “I 
changed my mind. I love work-
ing with students. I am doing 
something that I like without 
having to charge people. I am 
working with students that I 
identify with – they were me, so 
many years ago.”  

Serendipity helped Lizardo find 
her current role. “I had just 
gotten back home from college 
and I was scared I wouldn’t find 
a job. I ran into my old teacher, 
Mr. McCarthy, who suggested 
that I come to work for Law-
rence High School. I passed the 
MTEL, and became a parapro-
fessional in the fall of 2012. 
After less than a month, a full 
time teaching job opened up, 
and I took it.” Lizardo quickly 
discovered that she had found 
her purpose: “I want my stu-
dents to know what it is to have 
a teacher who is committed to 
them and their learning, like I 
did; who is proud of even their 
smallest accomplishments. 
Teachers are like extended fam-
ily members, and that’s a role 
that I take seriously.” 

Both Peralta and Lizardo pur-
sued their graduate studies 
while working full-time: “It 
was the hardest thing I’ve ever 
done” said Lizardo, “I was al-
ways in a constant battle be-
tween doing a good job as a 
student and doing a good job 
as a teacher. I had my mentors, 
but I didn’t have anyone who 
had been an immigrant and had 
done this for the first time. I 
was figuring it out for myself.” 
Peralta also struggled with time 
management:  “At work I did 
work, at home I did homework, 
on weekends I did homework. 
No traveling, no summers. I 
wanted to finish it in two years, 
and I knew it was temporary.” 
For both Peralta and Lizardo, 
pursuing education has not 
been about enriching them-
selves. “It’s always been about 
doing something with what 
my parents gave me, and what 
they came here for” said Liz-
ardo, “I didn’t get a Master’s 
just to get a higher paycheck. I 
think about the opportunities I 

continues
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have here, and what my par-
ents went through. I wanted 
to show them that everything 
they put on the line was worth 
it, and so much more. My mom 
has always told me that the 
way to repay her for what she 
has done is by becoming an 
educated, independent, loving 
person.”  Peralta agrees.  When 
asked why she pursued a grad-
uate degree, she replied: “I am 
constantly working with college 
admissions officers. I wanted to 
learn how we can better help 
our students in higher educa-
tion.”
Reflecting on what they do 
and why they do it, Peralta and 
Lizardo echo each other: “Our 
students aren’t represented in 
the classroom as much as they 
should be, or as much as they 

deserve” said Lizardo. Peralta 
said, “They are my culture. I 
want to see more people like 
me in Lawrence. I tell my stu-
dents, What are your parents 
doing right now? Working. Your 
job is to finish high school. I 
help them think one step at a 
time.”  
What’s next? No rest for Liz-
ardo – she plans to begin her 
second master’s degree at Mid-
dlebury College’s Bread Loaf 
School of English in Vermont 
this summer, then pursue a 
Ph.D., possibly in Comparative 
Literature, Linguistics or Cul-
tural Studies. “I love learning. 
I love questioning everything, 
myself included. I love remind-
ing myself that I don’t know 
everything.” 
A year ago, Peralta bought a 

house in Lawrence, to share 
with her mother, and recent-
ly became engaged. She also 
plans to continue studying: “I 
see myself getting a Ph.D. in 
higher education. I want to be a 
professor.“ 
In the end, the work is very 
personal for both Peralta and 
Lizardo, who says:  “I want my 
students to know that they’re 
worth it. They are not only 
capable, but they have it in 
them already, to be the type of 
human beings they want to be, 
as a student, a friend, a family 
member. They already have 
magic in them.”  

GRADUATING SENIORS HEAD 
FOR U-MASS LOWELL

Representatives from the 
Diversity Initiative at the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts at 
Lowell met with 34 graduating 
LHS seniors who have commit-

ting to attending UML in the 
fall, on Tuesday, May 16th. The 
workshop provided students 
with specific information about 
campus support, resources and 

activities and key staff who can 
be available to support them to 
ensure a smooth transition
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LIFE PROGRAM VISITS 
THE FRANKLIN PARK ZOO
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This summer, Lancer baseball 
player Johan Mejia ’19 will 

travel to Ma-
mon, Dominican 
Republic as part 
of the Lindos 
Sueños program, 
sponsored by 
the Boston Red 
Sox. The Red 
Sox choose ten 
American teens 
to partner with 
ten Dominican 
teens to do the 
community ser-
vice and also play 
baseball in the 
Red Sox Domin-
ican Academy in 
the afternoons. 
Lindos Sueños 
translates into 

English as "Beautiful Dreams." 

Lindos Sueños program strives 
to bring people of different 
backgrounds together through 
the common appeal of baseball 
and community service. Cre-
ated in 2004, with an incred-
ibly generous donation from 
a baseball-loving mom and 
philanthropist, Lindos Sueños 
has sent American teens to the 
Dominican Republic every year 
since the program's inception.  

For more information, check 
out 
http://boston.redsox.mlb.com/
bos/community/lindos_suenos.
jsp 

JOHAN MEJIA SERVES WITH 
LINDOS SUEÑOS

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 
INDUCTION

On Thursday, May 18th, the 
Lawrence High School Chapter 
of the National Honor Soci-
ety held its annual induction 
ceremony. Seventy-nine new 
members were inducted to join 

the 45 returning members. For-
ty-four members of the Class 
of 2018 will return next year. 
By tradition, the ceremony was 
conducted by students, includ-
ing this year’s Governing Board: 

Alenny Acevedo, Anny Here-
dia, Gerald Ozorio, Maryanne 
Rosado, Alejandra Negron, and 
Master of Ceremonies Dario 
Guerrero. 
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TRACK COMPETES AT STATES

Outdoor track and field has 
been having a great season 
with their Lawrence High 
School athletes. An astonishing 
fifteen Lancer track athletes 
qualified for the Division One 
State meet held on Saturday 
May 27th. The pole vaulters 
have been especially impres-
sive, and the team qualified 

four vaulters to State: Keni-
sha DelaRosa, Janelys Torres, 
Stevenson Theosmy and Chris-
topher Bueno. Lissette Robles 
has moved on to states for the 
Long Jump as well. Other state 
qualifiers included Steven Mo-
rillo, Lenny Then, Randy Reyes, 
Austin Simet, Josely Caceres 
and Brandey Rodriguez. Rosa-

Linda Rosario broke the school 
record in the 100m Hurdles 
and came in first at the MVC 
Championship meet. Brian 
Perez also came in first in the 
triple jump at the MVC Cham-
pionship. Late update: Steve 
Morillo and Rosalinda Rosario 
both placed in the high hurdles 
at the State Meet!

YTE VENTURE PROJECT

The Youth Tech Entrepreneurs (YTE) program held their ninth annual Venture Project celebration on 
Friday, May 19th. Participants received citations from Mayor Daniel A. Rivera. 
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BRAVE IN THE ATTEMPT: 
SPECIAL OLYMPICS 

LAWRENCE SCHOOL DAY GAMES
At one of the largest such 
events in the state of Massa-
chusetts, over 500 athletes rep-
resenting more than 20 schools 
from around the Merrimack 
Valley gathered at Veteran’s 
Memorial Stadium 
last Wednesday, 
May 24th, for 
the 24th annual 
Lawrence Special 
Olympics School 
Day Games, spon-
sored by the New 
Balance Founda-
tion. Participating 
schools included 
Chelmsford High 
School, Tewksbury 
High School, Valley 
Collaborative, the 
Frost, Parthum, 
Oliver, SLES,  Wetherbee, and 
more schools from Lawrence 
and beyond. During the day, 
athletes rotated between seven 
stations: Throwing, Jumping, 
Race, Football Skills, Obsta-
cle Course, Soccer Skills, and 
Olympic Town. The event was 
sponsored by the New Balance 
Foundation, and over 70 volun-
teers from New Balance help 
administer the Games. 
The day opened with a parade 
of athletes, led by Lawrence 
Police Chief James X. Fitz-
patrick with the Torch Run, 
and greetings from Lawrence 
Mayor Daniel Rivera. LHS 
teacher Bill McGoldrick recited 
the Coach’s Oath, and Senior 
Mahhailya Charles recited the 
athlete’s oath: “Let me win. But 
if I cannot win, let me be brave 

in the attempt.”  The Lawrence 
High School JROTC present-
ed the flag, and the Girl’s 
Ensemble, directed by Nancy 
McGhee, sang the National 
Anthem. 

Nick Savarese, VP  
of Advancement 
and Marketing for 
Special Olympics 
Massachusetts, said 
“We are so grateful 
for Lawrence Public 
Schools and Phil 
Glendye in partic-
ular, for running 
this event for 24 
years. Because of 
Phil and his team’s 
leadership, thou-
sands of students 
with disabilities 
from Lawrence and 
surrounding towns 
have been able to 
experience the thrill 
of athletic achieve-
ment. We look 
forward to many 

more years of partnership with 
Lawrence Public Schools.” LHS 
teacher Richard Gorham said, 
“I’ve coached varsity sports for 
25 years, and I’ve never seen 
athletes try harder or get more 

out of their 
abilities than 
these kids.” 
Lawrence 
looks forward 
to hosting 
their 25th 
annual School 
Day Games 
next May!  
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SPORTS BANQUET

The Lancer Athletic Community gathered on Thursday evening, May 25, in the 
cafeteria to celebrate another successful Lancer sports season. Nearly 100 awards 
and scholarships were presented to athletes from LHS’s 21 varsity sports. Jadhina 

Lu and Miguel Mercedes were named Outstanding Athletes of the Year, and Ky Ton 
and Mini Phan were named Scholar-Athletes of the Year. Kenisha De La Rosa was 
presented with the Sally Reynolds Award, in honor of Sally Reynolds, a champion 
of girls’ sports at LHS. Athletes were encouraged to remember the words of A. A. 

Milne, author of Winnie the Pooh: “you 
are braver than you believe, stronger than 

you seem, and smarter than you think.” 
As part of the event, retiring athletics 

director Jim Licciardi was honored with a 
plaque, and a speech given by Supervisor 
of Maintenance Ms. Cynthia Hefner, who 
has worked with Mr. Licciardi for over 25 
years.  The student-athletes gave Mr. Lic-

ciardi a standing ovation. 
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WOMEN’S CAREER DAY

On Thursday, May 25th, sev-
eral hundred girls from 9GA 
participated in the fourth 
annual Young Women’s Ca-
reer Day, held in the Lawrence 
High School Field House. 
Coordinated by State Repre-
sentative Diana DiZoglio, the 
event brought together ten 
women from the communi-
ty, each working as leaders 
in their profession, to mentor 
and inspire students. Students 
met at tables with presenters, 
who described their career and 
answered questions. 
9GA student Eimy Almonte en-
joyed the event: “I’m not sure 
that I want to do when I grow 
up so to explore different fields 
was interesting. I was drawn to 
the public health and medical 
engineering fields because they 
show me there’s much more 

to medical care than doctors 
that see patients.” Fellow 9GA 
student Julianna Lopez agreed: 
“A social worker explained how 
she does investigations and 
makes sure that families are 
good for a child. That’s inter-
esting. There are people that 
can make a different in people’s 
lives.” 
Katie Cook, the director of 
business development for 
Comfort Home Care, helped 
DiZoglio put the event togeth-
er: “Historically, women are not 
rising to upper management 
positions enough. Our goal is 
to show young women that 
they can be leaders in their 
community.”
Presenter Jessi Iwanicki, who 
is a Medical Imaging Senior 
Project Manager at PAREXEL, 
a life sciences consulting firm, 

was happy to be a part: “I went 
to school with a narrow mind 
on what I thought I could do 
for a career. I thought medical 
field meant you had to be in a 
hospital every day. I want to 
encourage kids who also want 
to be a part of the medical field 
that there are other options.”
Presenter Kristi Koziara works 
in commercial sales for Hew-
lett Packard Enterprise: “As 
a woman I’m typically in the 
minority in technology sales 
and that can be intimidating 
but also empowering. I wanted 
to expose this group of young 
women to the possibility of 
being in sales. No one can tell 
you – you can be in charge of 
your own destiny, you can trav-
el the world. All you need is the 
desire to connect with people 
and to solve problems.”
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Lawrence High School held 
its first annual Senior College 
Acceptance Day Pep Rally on 
Friday, May 19th in the Per-
forming Arts Center, 
where the LHS Class 
of 2017 was encour-
aged to start thinking 
of themselves as the 
college graduating 
class of 2021. Keynote 
speakers Lesley Per-
alta ’11, a Holy Cross 
graduate now serving 
as a Gear Up! Counsel-
or at the high school, 
and Luis Cruz ’11, a Merrimack 
College graduate now teaching 

in 9GA, inspired our soon-to-
be graduates with their stories 
and admonitions of the value 
of hard work and perseverance. 

Each was the first in their fam-
ily to attend college, and Cruz 

is pursuing a master’s degree. 
Students enjoyed musical per-
formances by the Solo Combo 
team and by current BMF/MST 

student Isha Tejada. A 
highlight of the after-
noon was the Shout-
Out Video produced by 
Ms. Kowalski and the 
TV production team, 
with “shout-outs” from 
faculty to the Class of 
2017. At graduation 
rehearsal, each gradu-
ate will also receive a 
College Class of 2021 

t-shirt. 

COLLEGE ACCEPTANCE
 PEP RALLY!

THIS EDITION OF THE LHS CAMPUS  

NEWSLETTER WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY:

RICHARD GORHAM – EDITOR

VANESSA NOESI– GRAPHIC DESIGN

PLEASE EMAIL 

MICHAEL.FIATO@LAWRENCE.K12.MA.US,

RICHARD. GORHAM@ LAWRENCE.K12.MA.US &

VANESSA.NOESIMERCEDES@LAWRENCE.K12.MA.US

STAY INFORMED AND FOLLOW:

@LANCERSSPORTS @LHSCAMPUS

School Begins for 9GA - 
August 16th

School begins for Grades 
10-12 – August 22

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

Last Day of 
school June 19

Summer school 
June 26 to July 27

Summer 
School 

Graduation 
August 3rd at 

5pm.



ADVISORS 2016-2017

Art Club
John Travlos   |   Room E306  

 Wednesdays  |  3:15 - 4:00pM

Sondra Longo   |   room E102

Mondays  |   3:00 - 4:00pM

book club

Michael Bocchichio   |    Room H406

Thursdays   |   3:00 - 4:00pM

Chess Club

Misty Anaya |  room C107

Mondays  |  3:00 - 4:00pM

Coding Club

Maria Morgan   |  Room B115

Monday- Friday  |  2:45 - 5:00pM

Dance Club

John Helbert | JROTC- Room B123

Every other Wednesday |  2:45 - 3:55pM

Drumline Advisor

Kathleen Cetin  |  Room G206

Thursdays  | 2:50pM

Gender & Sexuality Alliance (GSA)

John Fichera   |  Room F305

Tuesdays & Thursdays   | 3:00pM

Lawrencian Newspaper

GSA

(IF NEEDED)

Literary Magazine- The Bulletin

                     Richard Gorham  |  Room B222

Mary DeFelice  |  Room D300

Tuesdays/Thursdays  | 3:00 - 5:00pM

Mock Trial

National Honor Society/L-Pin
Richard Gorham  |  Room B149

1st Monday of the Month  |  3:00pm

Linette Heredia & Ana Shapiro | Room H102

Wednesdays |  5:45 - 7:30pM

Robotics Club

Ms. Buchanan  |  Room G208

Tuesdays  |  2:45pM

Rubik’s Cube Club

Tracy Baillargeon  |   Library

Thursdays    |  3:00pM

Student Leadership Council

Molly McGravey |  Room H400

Tuesdays | 3:00 - 4:00pM

Writers’ Club

Tamara Lobo & Krista Lamontagne   |  Room E105

Wednesdays   | 3:00 - 4:00pM

Yearbook Advisors

David Toto  |   Room - F200

Wednesdays  |  2:45 - 3:45pM

YTE Advisor
lAWRENCE HIGH SCHOOL

70-71 NORTH PARISH ROAD

lAWRENCE MA  01843

LHS CAMPUS CLUBS


