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LHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
WELCOMES THE CLASS OF 2016

More than $70,000 worth of scholarship were 
awarded to 66 deserving Lawrence High School 

soon-to-be graduates. 

STAFF APPRECIATION DAY 

Lawrence High School celebrated Teacher 
Appreciation week with an ice-cream party 

on Thursday, May 5th, funded by the Campus 
Main Office. 

LHS PROM

Lawrence High School students celebrate 
their prom on May 6th, 2016 .

SPECIAL EDUCATION PROM

Lawrence High School Special education
 students celebrate their prom on May 18th, 2016

LANCERS WIN ROTC SCHOLARSIPS

As announced on Thursday evening, two 
Lawrence High seniors were awarded full, 
four-year scholarships by the military 
Reserve Officer’s Training Corps (ROTC). 
These scholarships cover the full cost of 
college tuition for four years, and include a 
stipend for other expenses, as well as officer 
training, in exchange for a commitment of 
military service after graduation.

READ MORE P. 
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The Lawrence High School boy’s 
track team has been quietly build-
ing a dynasty over at Veteran’s 
Memorial Stadium. Each after-
noon, some 85 boys and their 
coaches, led by head coach and 
MST physical education teacher 
Bill Meuse, run, jump, throw and 
pay the price for victory. Indeed, 
the squad recently wrapped up its 
third consecutive Merrimack Val-
ley Conference Division II title in 
a row, and has not lost a dual meet 
in three years! Athletics director 
Jim Licciardi said “We’re extremely 
proud of the track team and how 
far it has come since Coach Meuse 
took over. He’s done a fantastic 
job.”  In addition to the success 
of the boy’s team, the number 
of athletes on the girls’ team has 

more than doubled in three years, 
according to Licciardi, with over 
40 athletes competing this season. 
Last season the boy’s team set 
a new school record for points 
scored in the MVC championship 
meet. This year the team broke 
many school records, both indi-
vidual and relay, including most 
recently setting a new school 
record in the shuttle hurdles. This 
season’s dominance is the result of 
three years of hard work, accord-
ing to Meuse: “This is a special 
group of seniors” he said, “They 
have great talent and a great work 
ethic. I came in with this group 
when they were sophomores; I 
give them all the credit for build-
ing this program back up and 
being competitive again.  They 

developed a passion for this sport, 
which became contagious and 
grew throughout the school. This 
group deserves all the recogni-
tion and praise for the program’s 
success. The underclassmen are 
enthusiastic, too. They see what 
the seniors have accomplished and 
they are inspired to do great things 
as well.” 
Four-year track performer Kelvin 
Infante praises Meuse. “He always 
knows how to put people in the 
right spots to win.” Infante qual-
ified for the state meet in the 200 
meters last year, hopes to qualify 
for the New England meet this 
season and plans to continue his 
track career at Worcester State 
College. “We lost a lot of our top 
athletes from last year” Infante 

LANCER BOYS TRACK 
BUILDS A DYNASTY
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said, “But there’s a lot of young 
athletes coming in who will be 
great for next year.”
Top performers this season in-
clude seniors Fabian Tineo in the 
100 hurdles (14.7 seconds) and 
the triple jump (41’5”); Benny 
Rodriguez in the high jump (an 
area-best 6’4”), Ethan Olivo in 
the discus throw (139’3”), Wil-
lie Fyler in the shot put (45’0”), 
Infante in the 100 (11.2 seconds) 
and 400 meters run (51.7), junior 
Darryl Muñoz in the long jump 
(21-1.75) plus juniors Lenny Then 
and Angel Abreu in the pole vault 
(10’6”), and the 4x400 team of 
Infante, Marino Pimenetel, Tineo 
and Then (3:29.61). 
Depth in multiple events has 
made this team special. “With 
this team it wasn’t always about 
our top performers. Many differ-

ent athletes came through in the 
clutch for us to steal points time 
and time again” Muese reflected, 
citing key performances by the 
hurdles duo of Juan Gonzales and 
Eddie Cabrera, javelin thrower 
Ismael Jenkins, and discus throw-
er David Morales. “Those are the 
kids that bring you success” he 
concluded. 
Meuse is quick to credit his coach-
ing staff: Len Eddy (jumps), Keith 
Sherman (distance), Jonathan 
Speing (sprints),  Angel Pabon 
(throws) and Rhandy Audate (vol-
unteer). “We have the best staff in 
the MVC” said Meuse, “I couldn’t 
do it without them. They truly 
care about our athletes, which to 
me is the most important attribute 
a coach can have.” Meuse himself 
specializes in coaching the hur-
dlers and pole vaulters, and mod-

estly admits that Lancer athletes 
have swept the pole vault in every 
dual meet competition this year!
There is still a lot more work to be 
done, added Meuse. “The instant 
success on the track is outstanding 
but our goal as a staff is to educate 
these boys and girls on how to be-
come role model men and women 
as they move on academically and 
athletically.”
Upcoming events for Lancer track 
include the MVC Championship 
meet on Saturday May 21st at An-
dover High School, the Division 
One state meet on Sunday May 
29th at Somerville High School, 
the All-State meet at Westfield 
State College on Saturday June 
4th, and the New England meet 
on June 11th. 
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GLOBAL DEEDS CAREER 
DAY AT HARVARD

By Katherine Montero, INT: Stu-
dents from Lawrence Internation-
al High School had a wonderful 
time on Saturday, May 7 during 
Career Day with Global Deeds at 

Harvard University.   Important 
information about college en-
trance and new sources of finan-
cial aid was thoroughly discussed 
within a few hours.  Students had 

the chance to converse with 
potential future mentors from 
Harvard who also gave them 
a tour of the campus.  We all 
enjoyed delicious servings and 
games during the lunch break 
and hope to be back soon with 
a different group of students.  
We would like to give special 
thanks to Norma Torres Men-
dosa from the Harvard Ken-
nedy School of Government, 
for the invaluable information 
she shared with our students, 
which will certainly change the 
course of their lives. Her story 
is a book everyone should read.  
We would also like to thank 
Ms. Yamilda Doval for volun-
teering long hours every month 
in support of the students at 
Lawrence High School, and to 
Mr. Mike Fiato and Mr. Gerry 
Acosta for your constant sup-
port as school administrators. 
We know your eyes are wide 
open waiting to see how the 
students advance in life. 
If you would like to become 
a volunteer and witness the 
transformation of students into 
the new leaders of our commu-
nities, please do not hesitate to 
contact us via email at info@
globaldeeds.org.
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COUNSELOR CORNER
 THE COLLEGE ESSAY 

By Stacy Kolofoles, PFA: The 
college essay is considered to 
be of moderate importance in 
determining which qualified 
student is accepted to college.   
In fact, the college essay can 
sometimes be the determining 
factor on a borderline college 
acceptance.  A well written essay 
should not always highlight a 
doom and gloom experience, but 
rather introduce the student and 
show the college more about the 
applicant.  It should also highlight 
more than just a student’s grades 
and scores, allowing the applicant 
to stand out from other applicants. 
Junior and Senior English teachers 
can help students with the 

essentials of their college essays.  
Ideally first drafts of a college 
essay should be completed by the 
end of a student’s junior year.  
The role of the high school English 
teacher should not be to rewrite 
their student’s essay, but rather 
listen to the student and help 
them apply their thoughts.  The 
essay could focus on a personal 
experience and perhaps what one 
has learned from that experience.    
These are the mandatory prompts 
for students using Commonapp.
org website to apply to college 
for the 2016/2017.   This would 
be a good starting point even 
for the students who do not use 
the Common App to help guide 

students with their essays.  
2016-2017 COMMONAPP Essay 
Prompts

• Some students have a 
background, identity, interest, or 
talent that is so meaningful they 
believe their application would 
be incomplete without it. If this 
sounds like you, then please share 
your story.
• The lessons we take from 
failure can be fundamental to 
later success. Recount an incident 
or time when you experienced 
failure. How did it affect you, 
and what did you learn from the 
experience?
• Reflect on a time when you 
challenged a belief or idea. What 
prompted you to act? Would you 
make the same decision again?
• Describe a problem you’ve 
solved or a problem you’d like 
to solve. It can be an intellectual 
challenge, a research query, an 
ethical dilemma - anything that is 
of personal importance, no matter 
the scale. Explain its significance 
to you and what steps you took 
or could be taken to identify a 
solution.
• Discuss an 
accomplishment or event, formal 
or informal, that marked your 
transition from childhood to 
adulthood within your culture, 
community, or family.

*** The Commonapp along with 
many colleges will usually allow 
a student to write their essay on 
their “topic of choice”. 
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WILSON READING PROGRAM 
COMING TO LHS

By Courtney Ryan

 Currently, many students across 
campus are reading well below 
grade level whether because of 
a learning disability, interrupted 
schooling, or language barriers. 
This further means that many 
of these 
students will 
soon graduate 
high school 
and pursue 
post-secondary 
education and 
careers for which 
they are not 
truly prepared 
due to a 
tremendous gap 
in their learning. 
Therefore, the 
implementation 
of a program 
to address this need is critical 
to the success of our students. 
During the 2016 – 2017 school 
year, Lawrence High School will 
embark on several new initiatives 
to better support students’ 
post-secondary education and 
employment opportunities. One 
such initiative seeks to address a 
widespread concern: reading.
In December, teachers from 
across campus came together 
to form a Reading Focus Group 
to discuss the campus’ reading 
needs and to research reading 
programs that would best support 
struggling readers. The group 
determined that the campus 
would pilot the program with 
three small group classes in 
order to assess the program’s 
effectiveness. The program 

would target students reading 
below the third grade level who 
are in need of phonological 
and fluency skill development. 
After researching and evaluating 
several well-known programs, the 
Reading Focus Group ultimately 
chose the Wilson Reading 

System as the campus reading 
intervention program.  
The Wilson Reading System 
has a proven track record of 
increasing individuals’ reading 
levels through targeted reading 
instruction in small groups of 15 
students or less. Instructors are 
Wilson-certified special education 
or general education teachers. 
The Wilson Program was initially 
focused on training teachers 
who were working with students 
with dyslexia. The program has 
expanded to “assist educators 
with students in grades 4-12 and 
adults who have not solidified 
the foundational reading and 
writing skills necessary for 
success” (“About Our Work,” para. 
6, 2016). The Wilson Reading 
System is now used in schools 
across the country and has even 

been adapted for students with 
visual impairments.
Next year, the Wilson Reading 
System will be piloted in 9GA, 
10GA, and the upper schools. 
Each academy will run one class 
with a Wilson-certified instructor.  
The schools have identified two 

teachers who they 
will be sending to 
Wilson training in 
Oxford, MA in May 
and June. Schools will 
administer the Group 
Reading Assessment 
and Diagnostic 
Evaluation (GRADE) 
to determine 
students’ reading 
levels, and, over the 
summer, members 
of the Reading Focus 
Group will identify 

students who would qualify for 
the program, based on results 
for the GRADE and reported 
disability. The implementation of 
the research-documented Wilson 
Reading System will begin to fill 
the gap in student learning and 
serves as another example of the 
great things that are occurring at 
Lawrence High School.
Source: Wilson Language 
Training. (2016). About Our 
Work. Retrieved from http://
www.wilsonlanguage.com/
about-our-work/
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STAFF APPRECIATION DAY 

Lawrence High School celebrated 
Teacher Appreciation week with 
an ice-cream party on Thursday, 
May 5th, funded by the Campus 
Main Office. According to Barack 
Obama’s Presidential Proclamation 
on Teacher Appreciation Week, 
teachers “witness the incredible 

potential of our youth, and they 
know firsthand the impact of a 
caring leader at the front of the 
classroom” and adds, “let us ensure 
our educators know how much we 
value their service in the classroom, 
how much we appreciate all they 
do for our students and families, 

and how thankful we are for their 
contributions to our national 
progress.“ Thank you to the teachers 
and support staff of the Lawrence 
High School Campus for making 
a difference in the lives of our 
children, each and every day. 
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LHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
WELCOMES THE CLASS OF 2016

The Lawrence High School Alum-
ni Association welcomed the Class 
of 2016 at the annual Alumni 
Night Scholarship Banquet on 
Thursday evening. More than 
$70,000 worth of scholarship were 
awarded to 66 deserving Lawrence 
High School soon-to-be gradu-
ates. Lawrence Police Chief James 
X. Fitzpatrick of the class of 1984 
served as the keynote speaker. 

The first in his family to graduate 
college, Chief Fitzpatrick went 
on to earn a master’s degree. He 
seniors to “stick to your goals.” 
Guest speaker Jessie Fermin from 
the class of 2014 just completed 
his sophomore year at Salem State 
University, where he is majoring 
in Political Science with a concen-
tration in comparative politics. 
At Salem State he is president of 

Urban Arts Theatre and vice-pres-
ident of the Latin American 
Student Organization. Fermin, 
who plans to become an attorney, 
urged seniors to “never ever forget 
where you came from.” Congratu-
lations to all the LHS Seniors!
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LANCERS WIN ROTC SCHOLARSIPS
As announced on Thursday 
evening, two Lawrence 
High seniors were 
awarded full, four-year 
scholarships by the military 
Reserve Officer’s Training 
Corps (ROTC). These 
scholarships cover the full 
cost of college tuition for 
four years, and include a 
stipend for other expenses, 
as well as officer training, in 
exchange for a commitment 
of military service after 
graduation. MST’s Fidel 
Ariza was offered an 
ROTC scholarship by the 
US Army, and Michaela 
Gimas, also from MST, was 
offered ROTC scholarships 
by the US Army and the 
US Navy. According to 

Lawrence High School 
ROTC instructor Sgt. 
Robert Kujawa, these are 
the first Lawrence High 
School students to receive 
ROTC scholarships in 
recent memory. “I’ve been 
here for sixteen years,” said 
Kujawa, “and these are the 
first students we’ve had to 
earn an ROTC scholarship.” 
Both Michaela and Fidel 
have been active in the 
Junior ROTC program 
at Lawrence High School 
and are members of the 
National Honor Society. 
Congratulations to 
Michaela and Fidel!

EXCHANGE CLUB AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS

The Lawrence Exchange Club honored ten graduating seniors who are heading to college at the annual 
luncheon on Tuesday, May 17. Students were awarded $1000 scholarships for academic excellence and 
service to the community. Glorimar Estevez (HHS), Michaela Gimas (MST), and Enmanuel Almonte 
(MST) will attend U-Mass Lowell; Josue Rivera (MST) will attend U-Mass Dartmouth; Glorimar Estevez 
(HHS) will attend U-Mass Amherst; Taheena Sanon (MST) will attend Suffolk University; Maribel Mateo 
(MST) will attend Worcester State College; Danibel Peralta (BMF) and Jazmin Torres (BMF) will attend The 
College of the Holy Cross, and Imanni Grullon (HHS) will attend Stanford University.
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Mon May 23: Final exam week for seniors
Wed May 25: Special Olympics Lawrence School

 Day Games @ 9:30 a.m., Stadium
Wed May 25:  District Wide Art Show @ 4:30 -6:30, PAC

Thu May 26: LPS District Concert, Grade K-12, 6pm, PAC
Mon May 30: No school, Memorial Day

Wed Jun 1-Thu Jun 2: MCAS Science, Technology & Engineering
Wed Jun 1: Sports Banquet, Lower Cafeteria, 6pm

Fri Jun 3: Graduation, Stadium, 6pm
Thu Jun 9-Wed Jun 15: Final Exams

Fri Jun 10 : 9GA & ALA Arts Showcase @ 6pm, PAC
Thu Jun 16: Last day of school 

Mon Jun 27-Fri Jul 22: Summer School 

COMING UP SOON!

Next Union Meeting: Wednesday June 1st, 
4:15pm, Relief ’s In, 15 Market Street

End of the Year Party: Return to the Boathouse. Friday June 
10th, 4pm, at the Bashra Boathouse, 1 Eaton Street. 

Open to all employees of LPS and their spouses. For tickets, see 
your building Union representative. 

Stay connected with the LPS Union: http://010190.ma.aft.org/
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Lawrence High School Campus
Class Advisors 2015-2016

BMF – Shakira Moreta
HHS – Meghan (Brielle) Leonard

HLD – Natalie Ryan
MST – Linette Heredia
PFA – Amanda Drugan

& Tracy Finn
INT –  Katherine Montero 

SOPHOMORE CLASS JUNIOR CLASS
BMF – Juan Cruz

HHS – James Galloway

HLD – Heath Churchill

MST – John Fichera

PFA – Molly McGravey

INT –  Michelle Gilman-Verzi

SENIOR CLASS

BMF – Julia O’Donnell
HHS – Emily McDonald

HLD – Eric Allshouse
MST – Tracy Baillargeon
PFA – Jaclynn Brown &
Mary DeFelice-Notoris

INT – Whimpper Barahona

Cormac Callahan X39206
Juan Cruz  X39167
Mary DeFelice X39099
Brielle Leonard X39351
David Toto  X39151

CAMPUS COLLEGE 

 TOUR LEADERS



1312

LHS PROM 2016
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LIFE SKILLS PROM
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LHS CAMPUS CLUB
ADVISORS 2015-2016

Art Club

John Travlos, PFA
Room E306 
Wednesday

3:00 - 4:00p.m.

Book Club

Stacy Sanzo, ALA
Learning Commons 

Wednesday  
3:00 - 4:00p.m.

Chess Club

Michael Bocchichio, HHS 
Room G302 

Monday  
3:00 - 4:00p.m.

Dance Club

Maria Morgan, PFA 
Room B115 

Monday- Friday 
 2:45 - 5:00p.m.

Gay Straight 

Alliance

Kathleen Cetin, PFA
 HHS Room G404 

Thursdays 2:50p.m.

Lawrencian

Newspaper

John Fichera, MST
BMF Room F305

Tuesday & Wednesday 
3:00p.m.

Literary Magazine 

– The Bulletin

Richard Gorham, 

Room B222

Mock Trial

Mary DeFelice, PFA

PFA Room E201 
Wednesday /Thursday 

 3:00-5:00p.m.

National Honor 

Society/L-Pin

Richard Gorham,

Room B222

Recycling Club

Joanne Peters, PFA

Campus
Room A123 

Mondays 3:00p.m.

Robotics Club

Linette Heredia, MST

Room F106 
Wednesday 

 5:30 – 7:45p.m.

Student Leadership 

Council 
Tracy Baillargeon, MST

Library 
 Thursdays 3:00p.m.

Writers’ Club

Molly McGravey, PFA
Room E207 

Thursdays 3:00p.m.

YTE Advisor
David Toto, MST

Room F200

 Tuesday

 2:45-3:45 p.m

Coding Club

Misty Anaya, 

Library
Wednesday 

3:00p.m.

Drumline Advisor

John Helbert, MST
JROTC

TBA

Rubik's Cube Club 

Ms. Buchanan 

Room G-409

Tuesdays  2:45 p.m.



17

This edition of the LHS campus newsletter was made possible by:

Richard Gorham – Editor

Vanessa Noesi– Graphic Design

Please email michael.fiato@lawrence.k12.ma.us,

richard. gorham@ lawrence.k12.ma.us &

vanessa.noesimercedes@lawrence.k12.ma.us 

Stay informed and follow:

@lancersSports  @LHSCampus

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: 
Submissions will be accepted each Wednesday 


