
Abbott Lawrence Academy 2016 Curriculum Map : Year-at-a-Glance             

 Unit Title / Theme# Weeks (38 Weeks Total)

Time of 

Year Essential Questions (for unit)

1

Intro - Expectations 

and Sherlock 

Holmes 2 weeks

Aug 22nd - 

Sep 1st

1. What are my strengths 

and weaknesses as a writer 

and a group member?

2. How can I adapt my own 

notes into a written work?

2 Personal Narratives 3 weeks

Sep 6th - 

22nd

1. How can I adapt someone 

else's words into a personal 

narrative?

2. What are the essential 

parts of analyzing speech?

3. What are my strengths 

and weaknesses as a 

speaker?

3

Rhetoric and 

Persuasion

(Coincides with 

Presidential 

Debates on Sep. 

26th, Oct. 9th, Oct. 

19th) 6-8 weeks

Sep. 26th - 

Nov. 4th

1. What techniques do 

writers use to persuade 

others to their points of 

view?

2. What are the major 

political issues at stake in 

the Presidential election?

3. How can I use rhetorical 

devices to make my writing 

more effective?



4

Professional 

Documents 

(Resumes, Cover 

Letters, Voicemails, 

Elevator Pitches) 2 weeks

Nov. 9th - 

Nov. 23rd

1. What are the essential 

documents I need to get 

started in the workplace?

2. What values do employers 

look for in my possible 

fields?

3. How can I make the best 

first impression?

5

Declamations and 

Speech Analysis 

[Not writing own 

speeches] 4 weeks

Nov. 28th - 

Dec. 22nd

1. What rhetorical 

techniques make great 

speeches so effective?

2. What can I take from great 

speakers' technique and 

mannerisms to improve my 

own speaking?

6

(Semester 1 

Review) 1 - 2 weeks

Jan. 3rd - 

12th 

1. What are my areas for 

improvement in speech and 

writing?

2. Where have I made the 

most improvement over the 

course of the semester?

7

American History

Research Papers

6 weeks (maybe 

lengthen to 8 

weeks)

Jan. 12th - 

March 17th

1. What are the steps 

required for a formal 

research paper? 

2. How do I properly collect 

evidence and cite it?

3. How do I organize my 

materials and time to 

present my best work?



8 Speech Contest 4 weeks

March 17th - 

April 13th 

1. How do I research and 

present a persuasive 

speech?

2. How can I edit a speech to 

make it more effective?

9

Analytical Writing 

(Focused on Fast 

Food Nation to 

prepare students 

for AP Language) 4 weeks

April 24th - 

May 19th

1. How has fast food prove 

proven to be "a 

revolutionary force in 

American life" (3)?

2. What are advertisers and 

fast food companies really 

selling the American 

people?

3. How do authors craft their 

messages (in text and 

advertising) in order to sell 

us products and ideas?

4. How can I best prepare 

myself for AP Language next 

year?



10

Text to Screen 

Adapatations 2 weeks

May 22nd  - 

June 2nd

1. What choices do directors 

have in adapting books and 

play for the screen?

2. What advantages does 

books and film have over 

each other?

3. What are some of the 

formal techniques uniquely 

employed by filmmakers to 

make them more effective?

11

Semester 2 / 

Year-Long Review 1 week

June 5th - 

8th

1. What are the big 

takeaways from Speech and 

Composition?

2. Where can I continue to 

grow this summer and next 

year?

Overall concept: Alternate Speech-Focus and Writing-Focus, with minor interludes from the other discipline

Concept: Pre-Reading, Big Debate / Presentation, then Post-Writing

Debates: Sep. 26th, Oct. 9th, Oct. 19th



Abbott Lawrence Academy 2016 Curriculum Map : Year-at-a-Glance             Subject: Speech and Compostion         Grade: 10

Texts Performance Tasks  & Assessments
1. Eric Deggans - 

"Learning How to 

Code-Switch: 

Humbling, but 

Necessary"

2. Arthur Conan 

Doyle -  "The Case 

of Speckled Band"

1. "Sherlock Holmes Consulting Detective" in-class 

investigation

2. Grammar diagnostic exams

3. Self-assessment and reflection of role in teams 

4. Adapation of SHCD notes into first person 

narrative, with draft

5. Notebook check for class notes

6. Homework notes check

1. Anne Dillard - 

"Living Like 

Weasels"

2. e.e. cummings - 

"(up at me does)"

3. Elizabeth Bishop 

- "The Fish"

4. Tom Wayman - 

"Did I Miss 

Anything"

1. Written adaptation interview with family member 

or guardian

2. Presentation of adapted interview

3. Formative and summative quizzes on parts of 

speech

4. Formative and summative quizzes on vocal 

qualities as they apply to a specific speech 

5. Formative and summative quizzes on subject verb 

agreement

6. Annotated notes on fellow students' speeches 

using rubric as guide
1. Textbook 

2. Articles about 

Clinton and Trump

3. Short examples 

of strong rhetorical 

writing

1. Persuasive speech on an issue relevant to 

presidential campaign

2. Debates on issues - fishbowl, heatmap, etc.

3. Analyses of presidential debates

4. Quizzes on logical fallacies



1. Resume and 

professional 

document guides 

from top colleges 

and employers

2. Google job 

application

1. Resume

2. Cover Letter

3. Professional Reference List

4. Voicemail (Left on Google Voice, one try only)

5. Elevator pitch given to the class (memorized)

6. Descriptive essay

7. Redundancy quizzes

1. Classic great 

speeches from 

Lincoln, FDR, MLK 

Jr., etc.

2. Modern great 

speeches from non-

political authors - 

David Foster 

1. Short piece (memorized)

2. Briefing / short research on background of longer 

speech

2. Longer speech presented to class (read, not 

memorized)

3. Brief biographical paper on their speechwriter and 

context

3. Regular check-ins and self-reflections1. Review of 

materials from 

semester

1. Semester 1 Study Guide

2. Semester 1 Study Plan for Finals

3. Semester 1 Final

1. Textbook 

chapters on 

research papers

2. Example 

research papers 

from past

3. Many, many 

sources, including 

history textbook

1. Drafts of various sections of research paper

2. Final draft of research paper

3. Annotated bibliography [pending ELA and history 

dept. approval]



1. Student 

speeches from the 

past

1. Drafts of various sections of speech

Original written speech

2. Speech presentation to class / guests judges / 

eventually entire ALA student body

1. In Cold Blood [?] 

or perhaps Fast 

Food Nation

2. Legal 

Documentation

3. Scholarly 

Articles on In Cold 

Blood

1. Regular reading quizzes

2. Formal and informal debates

3. Several AP Language style essays



1. Excerpts from 

The Help, Like 

Water for 

Chocolate, Romeo 

and Juliet, and The 

Great Gatsby

2. Movie versions 

of said texts

1. 5 paragraph essays re: each of the excerpts

2. Own abbreviated Romeo and Juliet adaptation

3. Adapation of reading of each student's choice 

(with guidance if unsure)

4. Possible filming of all / part of film adapations in 

groups

5. Reading quizzes

1. Review of 

materials from the 

semester

1. Year-long study guide

2. Year-long study plan

3. Semester 2 Final Exam

Overall concept: Alternate Speech-Focus and Writing-Focus, with minor interludes from the other discipline

Concept: Pre-Reading, Big Debate / Presentation, then Post-Writing

Debates: Sep. 26th, Oct. 9th, Oct. 19th



CC/MA Standards / Lawrence Standards Cross Content Connections
Speech.1.A,B - Group discussions, reaching 

informal agreements

Speech.2 - Integrating multiple types of sources

Writing.3 - Writing narratives

Language.3. - Speaking in different contexts

1. Chemistry/Physics: 

Hypotheses and scientific 

methods

2. English: Parts of speech and 

grammar

Speech.6 - Adapting speech to a variety of 

purposes

Speech.1. - Collaborative discussions

Writing.3 - Writing narratives

Writing.4 - Clear and coherent writing 

appropriate to the purpose

Writing.5 - Planning, drafting, editing, and 

revising

Language.1-2 - Standard English spelling and 

grammar

1. English: compare imagery in 

personal narrative to Julius 

Caesar

2. History: Discussion of how 

everyday Americans' histories 

are often undervauled / left out 

of the history books. Bring in 

Hamilton intro as hook. esp. 

"who lives who die who tells 

your story."

Speech.3 - Evaluate speakers' points of view and 

identify fallacies in arguments

Speech.1.a - Come prepared to discussions

Writing.1 - Writing arguments supported by 

claims

Language.1-2 - Standard English spelling and 

grammar

1. Algebra: Syllogisms and 

logical propositions, along with 

reading graphs and poll 

numbers

2. History: Review of 

government functions and 

appeals to the constitution

3. English: Collaborate on 

comma use, consistency in 

teaching independent and 

dependent clauses. Also focus 

on ethos appeals in Julius 

Caesar.



Speech.6 - Adapting speech to a variety of 

purposes

Writing.4 - Clear and coherent writing

Writing.6 - Use a variety of technology and media 

to present writing

Language.6 - Using domain-specific words to for 

college and career readiness

1. English - Discuss how racism 

(unfortunately) plays a part in 

the hiring process and compare 

to racism of Huck Finn

2. US History - Note how racial 

identity can be seen as a 

resource and source of strength 

in hiring process, as opposed to 

the bulldozing of identity that 

happened in the early-mid 1800s

3. Math - Practice reading  

charts and making predictions 

to career outlooks using the 

Department of Labor website

4. Chemistry - discuss 

requirements for science 

careers, including publishing 

and adding a page to resume

5. Spanish - translate resumes 

to Spanish and investigate 

requirements for 

employment/hiring in different 

Latino countries

Speech.4 - Present ideas clearly and logically so 

listeners can follow

Speech.1.D - Connect discussions to larger 

themes and ideas

Speech.5 - Use digital media to enhance own 

understanding of a work

Writing.4 - Write clearly and coherently

Language.4 - Understand unknown vocabulary 

Algebra - Look for papers 

including mathematical 

analogies e.g. 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/pa

pers.cfm?abstract_id=1271310

History - Students are 

researching their speechwriter, 

placing them in historical All from Semester 1

Speech.1.d - Responding to diverse perspectives

Writing.2 - Planning, writing, and organizing 

explanatory/informational texts

Writing.5 - Planning, drafting, revising, editing

Language.1-2 - Correctly using Standard English 

grammar, punctuation, and spelling

Industrialization

Undercurrent of miniorities, 

immigration, Nativism, 

Full 10-12 pages plus cited 

sources.

Wikipedia. VIsitors from 

librarians. Zinn and America's 

History. Other AP texts, source 

books. At least 2 primary 

sources and 2 secondary. 

Bringing in sources when run 

out of steam. Rubric is divided 

differently. Both grade it? 



Speech.4 - Present ideas clearly and logically

Speech.1.d - Respond thoughtfull to diverse 

perspectives

Writing.1. - Use evidence to make arguments

Writing.4 - Clear, coherent writing

Writing.5 - Planning, drafting, revising

Language.5 - Demonstrate use of figurative 

language

1. Student speeches from the 

past for example and non-

examples

2. Persuasive speakers on both 

sides of an issue from Ideas 

Squared: 

http://www.intelligencesquaredu

s.org/

3. Examples of annotated 

bibliographies, such as 

http://bcs.bedfordstmartins.com

/writersref6e/lmcontent/ch07/PD

F/Hacker-Orlov-MLA-Biblio.pdf 

Speech.1.a-d - Collaborate with peers and 

respond respectfully to diverse viewpoints

Speech.2 - Intergrate sources from different 

media 

Speech.3 - Evaluate speakers' points of view

Writing.1 - Analyze texts with precise claims, 

organized structures, and a formal style

Language.1-2 - Correctly using Standard English 

grammar, spelling, and punctuation

Language.5 - Demonstrate understanding of 

figures of speech

1. Fast Food Nation by Eric 

Shlosser

2. "How Junk Food Can End 

Obesity" by David Freedman 

http://www.theatlantic.com/mag

azine/archive/2013/07/how-junk-

food-can-end-obesity/309396/

3. "Fast Food Nation" [Counter-

Article] 

https://www.consumerfreedom.

com/articles/157-fast-food-

nation/ 

4. "Still a Fast Food Nation: Eric 

Schlosser Reflects on 10 Years 

Later" by Eric Schlosser 

http://www.thedailybeast.com/ar

ticles/2012/03/12/still-a-fast-food-

nation-eric-schlosser-reflects-

on-10-years-later.html



Speech.1.a-d - Collaborate with peers and 

respond respectfully to diverse viewpoints

Speech.2 - Intergrate sources from multiple 

types of media

Writing.1 - Analyze texts with precise claims, 

organized structures, and a formal style

Writing.4 - Produce clear and coherent writing.

Language.5 - Demonstrate understanding of 

figurative language

All from year, specifically focusing on semester 2



Additional Resources
1. Eric Deggans - "Learning How to Code-

Switch: Humbling, but Necessary" from NY 

Times

2. Arthur Conan Doyle -  "The Case of 

Speckled Band"

1. Anne Dillard - "Living Like Weasels"

2. e.e. cummings - "(up at me does)"

3. Elizabeth Bishop - "The Fish"

4. Tom Wayman - "Did I Miss Anything" 

(didn't use 2016-17)

5. StoryCorps Questions Guide: 

https://storycorps.org/great-questions/

1. 

https://www.logicallyfallacious.com/tools/lp/

Bo/LogicalFallacies

2. 

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/09/21/learning

/lesson-plans/teaching-and-learning-with-

the-2016-presidential-debates.html

3. 

https://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/fallacies_list.ht

ml

4. Chapters on logic and persuasive writing 

in Everyone's A Writer



1. Resume and professional document 

guides from top colleges and employers

2. Google job application

3. http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-

resources/lesson-plans/resumes-cover-

letters-high-30847.html?tab=4

4. Department of Labor Occupational 

Outlook Handbook: http://www.bls.gov/ooh/

1. Classic great speeches from Lincoln, 

FDR, MLK Jr., etc. - see 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/top100sp

eechesall.html 

2. Modern great speeches from non-political 

authors - David Foster Wallace, Malala, Ta 

Nehisi Coates see 

http://www.forensicscommunity.com/decla

1. English - connection to Huck Finn and to 

grammar concepts being taught overall. 

Possible editing time in English class?

2. Chemistry - Discussion of different types 

of citation / different kind of abstract 

required in science vs. humanities paper.

3. Algebra - Discuss the manipulation of 

statistics and how that can distort data and 

lead to false observations, even from 

otherwise careful historians

1



1. Chemistry: Examination of scientific 

sources and how not all scientific studies 

are created equal; show how data can be 

skewed or overly specfic. Also, incorporate 

for possible scientific essay topics (climate 

change, genetically modified food, human 

caused extinctions, etc.)

2. Algebra - Similiar to chemistry, show how 

statistical sources can be misleading or 

skewed

3. English - Examine issue of book being 

read - possibly Beloved? Also, connect with 

current grammar issues occuring in both 

classes

4. History - Give example of annotated 

history bibliography 

http://www.worldhistory.pitt.edu/documents

/Style%20Guide.pdf and compare to English 

annotated bibliography

1. Chemistry - Discussion of different types 

of fat (mono,poly, trans fats) and their 

chemical structures

2. Math - Review statistical data on whether 

obesity trend from book continues to be 

true, especially in local area 

http://frac.org/initiatives/hunger-and-

obesity/who-is-overweight-or-obese-in-my-

state/ and 

http://www.cdc.gov/diabetes/data/county.ht

ml?states=%2Fdiabetes%2Fatlas%2Fobesit

yrisk%2F25%2Fatlas.html&go=Go

3. History - Connect to historical 

muckraking of Upton Sinclair's The Jungle

4. English - Compare and contrast AP Lit 

essay format (that they have been doing all 

year) with AP Lang format. 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=

&esrc=s&source=web&cd=4&ved=0ahUKE

wi2xpmrkc3QAhUD6SYKHYiMCFoQFgg4MA

M&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.emsisd.com%

2Fcms%2Flib%2FTX21000533%2FCentricity

%2FDomain%2F1365%2FAP%2520Lang%25

20VS.%2520AP%2520Lit.pptx&usg=AFQjCN

EbnXUI0o-

zsqBW_fpRTcLTLoOdcQ&sig2=z2HNsgjAr0

L0hZWgCd2b5g&cad=rja




