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***************************************************************************************** 

COURSE SYLLABUS OVERVIEW 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Teacher: Ms. Brenna Chalifour     Office Hours @ ALA: Fridays until 4pm 
Phone: 978-946-0711       ext. 60205                     Classroom:  A205 
 
Email: brenna.chalifour@lawrence.k12.ma.us        

         
***************************************************************************************** 
Course Description: 
 
This chronological survey course focuses on significant political, social, and economic developments in the nation’s 

history. Students will concentrate on the growth of our diverse population, the evolution of the US political system, the 

rise of the US economy, cultural change, and interactions with the rest of the world. This is a writing intensive course 

that draws on students’ ability to analyze primary and secondary sources to craft analytical essays as well as position 

and research papers.   
 
***************************************************************************************** 
Materials: 

● Pens- blue, black & red ink 

● Pencil 

● White, college-ruled filler paper (4 packs) 

 
TEXTBOOK: America’s History, 8th Edition by J. Henretta, E. Hinderaker, R. Edwards and R. Self 

- Supplementary Text: A People’s History, by Howard Zinn 

- Primary Sources such as City Upon a Hill, Letter of John Pory, and works by Bartolome de Las Casas and 

Juan Gines de Sepulveda 

***************************************************************************************** 
Means of Evaluation: The list below generally describes the assignments that each student will be expected to 

complete during the course.  Guidelines for each assignment will be distributed individually.   
 
Late Policy: Any late assignment will be penalized one full grade per school day late. 
 
Assessments    (50%) 

● Tests, quizzes, projects, writing 

Notebooks/Classwork   (30%) 
● Binder checks, in class activities 

Homework    (20%) 
● Readings, practice tests, other 

Marking Period                 (100%) 
***************************************************************************************** 
Grading Scale: 
90-100% = A 

80-89%   = B 

70-79%   = C 

65-69%   = D   

0-64%     = F 

 
***************************************************************************************** 



 
Class Procedures: 
 
Upon entering Room 205, it is the responsibility of the student to: 

1) Be prepared with all of the writing utensils listed above, the textbook, binder and homework on your desk. 

2) Pick up/Take out the Do Now sheet and begin when the bell rings. This is a silent activity. 

 
Upon leaving Room 205, it is the responsibility of the student to: 

1) (If bathroom, after first/before last 15 mins) Students will sign out of the room and take the bathroom pass. 

Upon return, students will sign back in and replace the bathroom pass.  

2) (For destinations around school/campus) Students will ask the teacher and fill out a hall pass to be signed 

by the teacher.  

3) (At the end of the period) Students will wait for the teacher’s cue to pack up and will look around area to 

ensure they have picked up everything they used from that class period.  

 
**TARDIES- To be clear, my definition of tardy is whether or not you’re physically in the room when the bell 

rings. Your backpack will not be sufficient to hold your place.  Remember that three tardies in a term equals one 

absence. 
***ABSENCES- If you are absent, it is your responsibility to collect all work from the designated area. This 

work should be completed no more than one week after the student’s absence (Absent Tuesday? The work is 

due next Tuesday, even if I don’t have you that day). Remember that four absences in a term results in a failing 

grade.  
 

***************************************************************************************** 
 
***************************************************************************************** 
Classroom Expectations: 
1) Respect your classroom, your classmates, yourself, and your teacher 

● We will be purists when it comes to the Golden Rule.   

● We will use language that represents the academic environment in which we work. 

● We will give full effort in our pursuits of excellence, and not be satisfied with mediocrity.  

 
***************************************************************************************** 
Special Needs, Academic Honesty, Misc: 
 
Please let me know if you have any special needs. I believe that treating everyone fairly does not mean treating 

everyone the same. Some of you may need more help than others after school, have directions repeated three times 

instead of once, may benefit from an additional reading, or to have your assignments a month in advance. We will 

work as a team to ensure all of your learning needs are met.  
 
All other policies regarding academic honesty and student conduct can be found in your student handbook and are in 

compliance with this class as well as any other and will be the guidelines for behavior and policies in this room. Any 

student caught cheating or plagiarizing will be given a zero on that assignment. 
 
Electronics/ “Other” Policies: 
All cell phones, MP3 players and food must remain outside of the classroom unless permission is given by the 

instructor. Unless students ask for such permission, these items will be confiscated.  
 

 

 
FINAL TAKEAWAY:    

“The true cost of anything is what you must give up to get it.”- Paul Krugman  
This class will be challenging in ways you may not have experienced previously. Embrace this challenge with an 

open mind and hard work, and I promise you, it will pay off.  
 

 

 
Parent Signature: _______________________________________________ 


