
 
Unit Title Time Allocation 

(# 0f weeks 
based on 38 

weeks in school 
year) 

Essential 
Questions 
(for unit) 

Core 
Text/Supplemental 

Learnings 
(include major 

references) 

Performance 
Tasks 

(How will you 
know that 

students have 
mastered the 

taught concepts) 
1. I Am Malala 
 

6 weeks How do the people and 
places around us 
influence our actions? 
 
How does culture shape 
a person’s identify?  
 
What are the 
consequences of going 
against the norms of 
society? 
 
Is it difficult to stand up 
for what is right? 
 

I Am Malala by Malala 
Yousafzai 
 
-Malala Yousafzai Nobel Prize 
Speech 
 
-“Pakiston’s Swat Exodus 
Continues” 
     -AlJazeera News Article 
 
-Images of Malala making 
speechs 
 
-Images of Malala after 
shooting 
 
-Malala Ellen show interview 
 

 Socratic discussions 

 AP-style writing 
assignments  

 Reading quizzes 

 Binder checks 

 Final test with 
characterization 
essay 

 

2. Lord of the Flies 
 

6 weeks How does the setting of 
a story influence the 
characters and theme? 
 
What are the 
consequences of one 
person/group having 
too much power? 
 
Are laws a necessary 
part of society? 
 
How do those around us 
influence our 
identity/actions? 
 
What are the qualities 
of a good leader? 
 
 

Lord of the Flies by William 
Golding 
 
-New York Times Article: 
“Convicted at 14” by Patrick 
Murphy  
 
 
-Medical Daily Article:  
“Nature vs. Nurture Debate: 
50-Year Twin Study Proves It 
Takes Two To Determine 
Human Traits” by Dana Dovey 
 
-Standford Prison Experiment 
website 
 
-Kholberg’s Theory of 
Morality summary article 
 
 
 

 Socratic discussions 

 AP-style writing 
assignments  

 Reading quizzes 

 Binder checks 

 History/English 
paper: LOTF 
compared to 
rise/fall of Greece 
and Rome 

 
 

 
 

Abbott Lawrence Academy 2016-2017 Curriculum Map:  
Year at a Glance 

Subject: English              Grade: 9 
 



3. Catcher in the Rye 
 

 6 weeks What does it mean to be 
genuine? What does it 
mean to be “phony”? 
 
Is change within a 
person a good thing?  
 
How do the 
groups/people around 
us influence our 
identity?  
 
What does it mean to 
“grow up”? 
 
 

Catcher in the Rye by J.D. 
Salinger 
 
-NY Times Articles: 
“Bipolar Illness Soars as a 
Diagnosis for the Young” by 
Benedict Carey  
 
“Feel Like a Fraud? At Times, 
Maybe You Should” by 
Benedict Carey  
 
-Poems: 
“Comin’ Thro the Rye” by 
Robert Burns  
 

 Socratic discussions 

 AP-style writing 
assignments  

 Reading quizzes 

 Binder checks 

 Final essay 

4. Hamlet 
 

 7 weeks Do we have an 
obligation to be loyal to 
family? 
 
How do those around us 
influence our actions 
and identity?  
 
Is revenge ever 
justified?  
 
How do greed/desire 
influence the actions of 
ourselves and others? 

Hamlet by William 
Shakespeare 
 
-Shakespearean Sonnets 
Sonnet 66, 29  
 
-Lion King 
     -Clips to show comparison 
 
-Ophelia Paintings 
 
- NY Times article: Insanity as 
a defense 
 

 Socratic discussions 

 AP-style writing 
assignments  

 Reading quizzes 

 Binder checks 

 History/English: 
Presentation of Life 
in Elizabethan Era 

 

5. The House of the 
Spirits 
 

8 weeks Do we have an 
obligation to be loyal to 
family? 
 
How is our identity 
shaped by those around 
us?  
 
How does gender 
influence our identity?  
 
Is revenge ever 
justified?  
 
How does the past 
influence the future? 

The House of the Spirits by 
Isabella Allende  
 
Interviews: 
-Isabel Allende Interviews 
(Standford) 
 
Articles:  
-Political news articles about 
Chilean revolution 
 
-“Isabel Allende Defends 
‘House of the Spirits’ to North 
Carolina School Board” by 
Katheryn Peterson  
 
-Narrative Magic in the 
Fiction of Isabel Allende by 
Patricia Hart 
 
 
Film: 
-Excerpts from The House of 
the Spirits film 

 Socratic discussions 

 AP-style writing 
assignments  

 Reading quizzes 

 Binder checks 

 Final essay 

6. A Long Way Gone 
 

3 weeks How does our 
environment influence 
our actions/identity?  
 
What are the 
consequences of 
war/extreme conflict? 
 
Can innocence ever be 
redeemed once it is lost? 
 
How does the past 
influence the future? 

A Long Way Gone by Ishmael 
Beah  
 
Hip Hop Songs 
-“Naughty by Nature” by 
O.P.P. 
-“Now that We Found Love” 
by Heavy D and the Boyz  
-“Tricky” by Run DMC 
“I’m Bad” by LL Cool J 
 
News Articles: 
“Inside the RUF: at last the 
child soldiers of Sierra Leone 
have their say”by Hannah 
Strange in Kailahun 

 Socratic discussions 

 AP-style writing 
assignments  

 Reading quizzes 

 Binder checks 

 History/English: 
Psychological 
effects of war 
paper 

 

 



 

Essential Questions How do the people and places around us influence our actions? 
 
How does culture shape a person’s identify?  
 
What are the consequences of going against the norms of 
society? 
 
Is it difficult to stand up for what is right? 
 
  

Learning Objectives for Unit SWBAT define memoir and explain how the genre contributes to 
author’s purpose. 
SWBAT identify rhetorical strategies used within the memoir and 
explain how they support the author’s purpose. 
SWBAT identify and explain the importance of figurative language 
within the memoir.  
 SWBAT use textual evidence to characterize the major people in 
the memoir.  
SWBAT identify and analyze the main idea of the memoir.  

Performance tasks: Formative and Summative Socratic discussions, quotation annotations, characterization 
paragraphs, SOAPSTone analysis,  
 
Reading Quizzes 
Socratic Discussion 
Binder checks 
Unit Test- MC and Essay 

CC 
Standards/ 
Lawrence 
Standards 

Language  
Objectives 
The reading,  
speaking, writing, 
 and listening skills  
will you teach,  
re-teach, or review 
 so students will be  
able to explain and  
apply the content, 
skills, and/or 
procedures. 

Academic 
Language 
The formal-
language skills- 
vocabulary, 
grammar, 
punctuation, 
syntax, discipline-
specific 
terminology, or 
rhetorical 
conventions—
that allow 
students to 
acquire 
knowledge 

Content 
Objectives 
What students 
will know and 
be able to do 
at the end of 
the unit 

Texts and 
Supplemental 
Learnings 

Cross-
Content 
Connections 

Abbott Lawrence Academy 2016-2017 Curriculum Map:  
Subject: English               Grade: 9 

Unit 1: I Am Malala  (6) Weeks 



RL 9-10. 1. Cite 
strong and 
thorough textual 
evidence to 
support analysis 
of what the text 
says explicitly as 
well as 
inferences 
drawn from the 
text. 
 
RL 9-10. 2 
Determine a 

theme or central 

idea of a text and 
analyze in detail 

its development 

over the course 
of the text, 

including how it 

emerges and is 
shaped and 

refined by 

specific details; 
provide an 

objective 

summary of the 
text 

 

RI 9-10.6 
Determine an 

author’s point of 

view or purpose 
in a text and 

analyze how an 

author uses 
rhetoric to 

advance that 

point of view or 
purpose. 

 
 
W. 9-10. 1 Write 
arguments to 

support claims in 

an analysis of 
substantive 

topics or texts, 

using valid 
reasoning and 

relevant and 

sufficient 
evidence. 

 
 
SL 1. Initiate and 

participate 

effectively in a 
range of 

collaborative 

discussions 
(one-onone, in 

groups, and 

teacher-led) with 
diverse partners 

on grades 9–10 

topics, texts, and 
issues, building 

on others’ ideas 

and expressing 
their own clearly 

and 

persuasively. 

 
 

SWBAT properly 
integrate quotations into 
their writing.  
 
SWBAT articulate ideas 
verbally using specific 
textual evidence.  
 
SWBAT construct 
focused paragraphs with 
topic sentences leading 
toward a logical 
conclusion. 

SOAPSTone 
Ethos, Pathos, Logos  
Characterization 
Textual evidence  
Theme  
STEAL characterization  
 
Textual Vocabulary 
works: 
1. Purdah 
2. Exodus 
3.  Palpated 
4. Dissuade 
5. Flitted 
6. Fickle  
7. Melancholy  
8. Blasphemy  
9. Obscenity  
 

Students will: 
1. Identify and 
explain symbolism 
as it relates to 
Malala’s story.  
2. Annotate and 
explain the literary 
significance of 
important 
quotations.  
3. Identify and 
explain the 
meaning and 
purpose of 
figurative 
language. 
4. Make 
inferences 
regarding 
characters based 
on STEAL 
characterization.  
4. Articulate 
arguments 
verbally using 
textual evidence 
for support.  
5. Write well-
developed MLA-
style paragraphs 
that include 
supporting textual 
evidence. 
6. Analyze 
rhetorical devices 
and explain how 
they contribute to 
the author’s 
purpose.  
7. Define a 
memoir and 
explain how this 
genre fits into I 
Am Malala. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I Am Malala by 
Malala Yousafzai  
 
Malala Yousafzai 
Nobel Prize Speech 
 
“Pakiston’s Swat 
Exodus Continues” 
-AlJazeera News 
Article 
 
-Images of Malala 
making speechs 
 
-Images of Malala 
after shooting 
 
-Malala Ellen Show 
interview  

History:  
Students will 
student the history 
of Pakistani culture 
before reading the 
memoir. 
Throughout the 
memoir, historical 
events will be 
discussed and 
analyzed in 
conjunction with 
ELA standards. 
 
History class had 
students read an 
article on Malala in 
order to practice 
analyzing primary 
sources. They used 
a primary source 
graphic organizer 
from AP. 



 

 
Essential Questions How does the setting of a story influence the characters and theme? 

 
What are the consequences of one person/group having too much power? 
 
Are laws a necessary part of society? 
 
How do those around us influence our identity/actions? 
 
What are the qualities of a good leader? 
 
Should age be used in determining punishment?  

Learning Objectives for Unit SWBAT identify and explain major themes in the novel.  
 
SWBAT use appropriate textual evidence to support characterizations in the novel. 
 
SWBAT examine how the setting of the novel influences the characters and themes.  
 
SWBAT identify and explain the significance of figurative language in LOTF.  
 
SWBAT compare nonfiction articles to themes in LOTF.  
 
SWBAT compare/contrast Lord of the Flies with the Greek/Roman empires. 

Performance tasks: Formative 
and Summative 

Socratic discussions 
AP-style writing assignments  
Binder checks 
Reading Quizzes 
 
History/English paper:  
LOTF compared to rise/fall of Greece and Rome 

CC 
Standards/ 
Lawrence 
Standards 

Language 
Objectives 

Academic 
Language 
 

Content 
Objectives 
 

Texts and 
Supplemental 
Learnings 

Cross-
Content 
Connections 

Abbott Lawrence Academy 2016-2017 Curriculum Map:  
Subject: English              Grade: 9 

Unit 2: Lord of the Flies (6) Weeks 



RL 9-10. 2 
Determine a 
theme or central 
idea of a text and 
analyze in detail 
its development 
over the course of 
the text, including 
how it emerges 
and is shaped and 
refined by specific 
details; provide an 
objective 
summary of the 
text 
 
RL 9-10.3 
Analyze how 
complex 
characters (e.g., 
those with 
multiple or 
conflicting 
motivations) 
develop over the 
course of a text, 
interact with 
other characters, 
and advance the 
plot or develop 
the theme.  
 
RL 9-10.4  
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as 
they are used in 
the text, including 
figurative and 
connotative 
meanings; analyze 
the cumulative 
impact of specific 
word choices on 
meaning and tone 
(e.g., how the 
language evokes a 
sense of time and 
place; how it sets 
a formal or 
informal tone)  
 
RL 9-10.5  
Analyze how an 
author’s choices 
concerning how to 
structure a text, 
order events 
within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and 
manipulate time 
(e.g., pacing, 
flashbacks) create 
such effects as 
mystery, tension, 
or surprise.  
 
SL 9-10. 1 
Initiate and 
participate 
effectively in a 
range of 
collaborative 

SWBAT properly 
integrate 
quotations into 
their writing.  
 
SWBAT articulate 
ideas verbally 
using specific 
textual evidence.  
 
SWBAT construct 
focused 
paragraphs with 
topic sentences 
leading toward a 
logical conclusion. 
 
SWBAT construct 
clear, arguable 
thesis statements. 
 
SWBAT write 
effective body 
paragraph in 
support of their 
clear, arguable 
thesis statements.  
 
SWBAT provide 
relevant, precise 
background 
information when 
writing an 
introductory 
paragraph.   

SOAPSTone 
Characterization 
Textual evidence  
Theme  
STEAL  
characterization  
Setting  
Utopia  
Dystopia  
 
 
 
Textual Vocabulary 
Words: 
 
1. Fulcrum 
2. Effulgence  
3. Furtive 
4. Pallidly  
5. Indignation  
6. Contemptuously  
7. Ebullience 
8. Officious  
9. Festooned  
10. Torrid  
11. Sniveling  
12. Multitudinous  
13. Ululation 
14. Ensconce  
15. Epaulettes  
 
  

Students will: 
1. Identify and explain 
major themes in the 
novel.  
2. Use appropriate 
textual evidence to 
support 
characterizations in 
the novel. 
3. Analyze how setting 
influences characters 
and themes of a 
novel.  
4. Identify and explain 
the significance of 
figurative language in 
LOTF.  
5. Compare/contrast 
nonfiction articles to 
themes in LOTF.  
6. Compare/contrast 
Lord of the Flies with 
the Greek/Roman 
empires.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord of the Flies by 
William Golding  
 
New York Times 
Article: “Convicted at 
14” by Patrick 
Murphy  
 
 
Medical Daily Article: 
“Nature vs. Nurture 
Debate: 50-Year Twin 
Study Proves It Takes 
Two To Determine 
Human Traits” by 
Dana Dovey  
 
-Standford Prison 
Experiment website 
 
-Kholberg’s Theory of 
Morality summary 
article 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

English and history 
will collaborate on 
a cross-curricular 
essay, where 
students will 
compare the 
rise/fall of 
Greece/Rome to 
power dynamics in 
Lord of the Flies. 



discussions (one-
onone, in groups, 
and teacher-led) 
with diverse 
partners on 
grades 9–10 
topics, texts, and 
issues, building on 
others’ ideas and 
expressing their 
own clearly and 
persuasively. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Essential Questions What does it mean to be genuine? What does it mean to be “phony”? 
 
Is change within a person a good thing?  
 
What does it mean to belong/fit into a group? How do these groups influence our identity?  
 
What is the difference between being a child and being an adult? 

Learning Objectives for Unit SWBAT evaluate the reliability of Holden Caufield as a narrator and analyze the effects of 
his unreliability.  
 
SWBAT identify and analyze major themes from Catcher in the Rye.  
 
SWBAT define stream of consciousness and explain its effect on the reader. 
 
SWBAT define bildungsroman and explain how it applies to Holden Caufield’s character 
development.  
 
SWBAT analyze Holden Caufield’s character in a well-developed essay.  
 
SWBAT identify and analyze significant examples of figurative language from the novel.  
 
SWBAT examine author’s purpose in NY Times articles related to the novel. 

Performance tasks: Formative 
and Summative 

Socratic discussions 
AP-style writing assignments  
Reading Quizzes  
Binder checks 
Final characterization essay 

CC 
Standards/ 
Lawrence 
Standards 

Language 
Objectives 

Academic 
Language 
 

Content 
Objectives 
 

Texts and 
Supplemental 
Learnings 

Cross-
Content 
Connections 

Abbott Lawrence Academy 2016-2017 Curriculum Map:  
Subject:               Grade: 

Unit 3: The Catcher in the Rye  (6) Weeks 



RL 9-10. 2 
Determine a 
theme or central 
idea of a text and 
analyze in detail 
its development 
over the course of 
the text, including 
how it emerges 
and is shaped and 
refined by specific 
details; provide an 
objective 
summary of the 
text 
 
RL 9-10.3 
Analyze how 
complex 
characters (e.g., 
those with 
multiple or 
conflicting 
motivations) 
develop over the 
course of a text, 
interact with 
other characters, 
and advance the 
plot or develop 
the theme.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWBAT write a 
well-developed 
essay with a clear, 
arguable thesis 
statement. 
 
SWBAT use 
effective lead-ins 
when using 
quotations.  
 
SWBAT articulate 
ideas verbally 
using specific 
textual evidence.  
 
SWBAT use 
graphic organizers 
to articulate their 
inferences on 
pieces of 
literature.  
 
SWBAT provide 
relevant, precise 
background 
information when 
writing an 
introductory 
paragraph. 

Academic 
Language/Concepts: 
Unreliable narrator 
Stream of 
Consciousness  
Bildungsroman  
STEAL characterization 
Thesis statements  
 
 
Textual Vocabulary 
Words: 
1. Ostracized 
2. Chiffonier 
3. Unscrupulous 
4. Conscientious  
5. Putrid 
6. Clavichord 
7. Bourgeois 
8. Blasé  
9. Furlough 
10. Louse 
11. Pedagogical 
12. Humility 
13. Scraggy 
 

SWBAT evaluate 
Holden Caufield as a 
character/narrator.  
 
SWBAT define stream 
of consciousness and 
explain its effect on 
the reader. 
 
SWBAT define 
bildungsroman and 
explain how it applies 
to Holden Caufield’s 
character 
development.  
 
SWBAT analyze 
Holden Caufield’s 
character in a well-
developed essay.  
 
SWBAT identify and 
analyze significant 
examples of figurative 
language from the 
novel.  
 
SWBAT examine 
author’s purpose in 
NY Times articles 
related to the novel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NY Times Articles: 
“Bipolar Illness Soars 
as a Diagnosis for the 
Young” by Benedict 
Carey  
 
“Feel Like a Fraud? 
At Times, Maybe You 
Should” by Benedict 
Carey  
 
 
Poems: 
“Comin’ Thro the 
Rye” by Robert Burns  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History Connection: 
-Students will 
evaluate an 
event/person from 
World History 
through the eyes of 
Holden Caufield. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Essential Questions Do we have an obligation to be loyal to family? 

 
How do those around us influence our actions and identity?  
 
Is revenge ever justified?  
 
How do greed/desire influence the actions of ourselves and others? 

Learning Objectives for Unit SWBAT contextualize Hamlet within the social and political culture of Shakespearean 
England.  
 
SWBAT assess and evaluate the psychological state of Hamlet.  
 
SWBAT explain how literary elements, such as diction and imagery, create meaning in 
Shakespearean sonnets.  
 
SWBAT analyze how poetic structure influences meaning.  

Performance tasks: Formative 
and Summative 

Socratic discussions 
AP-style writing assignments  
Reading Quizzes  
Binder checks 
Newspaper project 
Final test 

CC 
Standards/ 
Lawrence 
Standards 

Language 
Objectives 

Academic 
Language 
 

Content 
Objectives 
 

Texts and 
Supplemental 
Learnings 

Cross-
Content 
Connections 

Abbott Lawrence Academy 2016-2017 Curriculum Map:  
Subject:               Grade: 
Unit 4: Hamlet (7) Weeks 



RL 9-10. 2 
Determine a 
theme or central 
idea of a text and 
analyze in detail 
its development 
over the course of 
the text, including 
how it emerges 
and is shaped and 
refined by specific 
details; provide an 
objective 
summary of the 
text 
 
RL 9-10.3 
Analyze how 
complex 
characters (e.g., 
those with 
multiple or 
conflicting 
motivations) 
develop over the 
course of a text, 
interact with 
other characters, 
and advance the 
plot or develop 
the theme.  
 
RL. 9-10.4  
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as 
they are used in 
the text, including 
figurative and 
connotative 
meanings; analyze 
the cumulative 
impact of specific 
word choices on 
meaning and tone 
(e.g., how the 
language evokes a 
sense of time and 
place; how it sets 
a formal or 
informal tone).  
 
RL 9-10. 5 

Analyze how an 
author’s choices 
concerning how to 
structure a text, 
order events 
within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and 
manipulate time 
(e.g., pacing, 
flashbacks) create 
such effects as 
mystery, tension, 
or surprise.  
 
RL 9-10.7  

Analyze the 
representation 
of a subject or 
a key scene in 
two different 

SWBAT 
“translate” 
Shakespearean 
language into 
modern-day 
English.  
 
SWBAT articulate 
ideas verbally 
using specific 
textual evidence.  
 
 
SWBAT use 
relevant textual 
evidence in 
support of their 
claims.  
 
SWBAT write 
precise, arguable 
thesis statements.  
 
SWBAT use 
technology to 
create a visual 
presentation.  

Academic 
Language/Concepts: 
1. Sonnet 
2. Iambic 

pentameter  
3. Rhyme scheme  
4. STEAL 

characterization 
5. Dramatic Irony  
6. Figurative 

Language (and 
types) 

 
Textual Vocabulary 
Words: 
1. Usurp 
2. Portentous  
3. Auspicious  
4. Jocund 
5. Pernicious  
6. Assay 
7. Vouchesafe 
8. Beseech 
9. Brevity 
10. Mirth  
11. Indict  
12. Turbulent 
13. Affront 
14. Calamity 
15. Spurn  
16. Awry 
17. Melancholy 
18. Lament 
19. Insolence  
20. Convocation 
21. Craven 
22. Superfluous 
23. Impetuous  
24. Remiss 
25. Pestilence 
26. Abhor 
27. Gibe 
28. Imperious  
29. Infallible 
30. Umbrage 
31. Carouse 

SWBAT contextualize 
Hamlet within the 
social and political 
culture of 
Shakespearean 
England.  
 
SWBAT assess and 
evaluate the 
psychological state of 
Hamlet.  
 
SWBAT analyze the 
family relationships 
among the main 
characters in Hamlet.  
 
SWBAT explain the 
significance of 
important quotations 
from Hamlet.  
 
SWBAT explain how 
literary elements, 
such as diction and 
imagery, create 
meaning in 
Shakespearean 
sonnets.  
 
SWBAT identify and 
analyze elements of 
drama as they 
contribute to the plot 
of Hamlet.  
 
SWBAT analyze how 
poetic structure 
influences meaning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Shakespearean 
Sonnets 
Sonnet 66, 29  
 
Lion King 
-Clips to show 
comparison  
 
-Ophelia Paintings 
 
- NY Times article: 
Insanity as a defense 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History Connection:  
Students will create 
a cross-curricular 
presentation on 
social topics during 
the Elizabethan Era.  



artistic 
mediums, 
including what 
is emphasized 
or absent in 
each treatment 
(e.g., Auden’s 
“Musée des 
Beaux Arts” 
and Breughel’s 
Landscape with 
the Fall of 
Icarus).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Essential Questions Do we have an obligation to be loyal to family? 

 
How is our identity shaped by those around us?  
 
How does gender influence our identity?  
 
Is revenge ever justified?  
 
How does the past influence the future? 

Learning Objectives for Unit SWBAT analyze relationships between characters in the novel.  
 
SWBAT analyze the significance of figurative language within the novel.  
 
SWBAT analyze the significance of supernatural elements on the plot and characters.  
 
SWBAT identify and analyze the significance of the historical context of the novel. 
 
SWBAT create arguable thematic claims about the novel.  
 
SWBAT make connections between the author’s real life and the novel.  
 

Abbott Lawrence Academy 2016-2017 Curriculum Map:  
Subject:               Grade: 

Unit 5: The House of the Spirits (8) Weeks 



SWBAT analyze the significance of gender roles on the plot and characters of the novel.  
 
SWBAT identify and analyzer the influence of POV on the characters and plot. 
 
SWBAT analyze rhetorical devices used among the characters in the novel. 
 
SWBAT analyze the significance of symbolism in the novel.  

Performance tasks: Formative 
and Summative 

Socratic discussions 
AP-style writing assignments  
Reading Quizzes 
Binder checks  
Final essay 

CC 
Standards/ 
Lawrence 
Standards 

Language 
Objectives 

Academic 
Language 
 

Content 
Objectives 
 

Texts and 
Supplemental 
Learnings 

Cross-
Content 
Connections 

RL 9-10. 2 
Determine a 
theme or central 
idea of a text and 
analyze in detail 
its development 
over the course of 
the text, including 
how it emerges 
and is shaped and 
refined by specific 
details; provide an 
objective 
summary of the 
text 
 
RL 9-10.3 
Analyze how 
complex 
characters (e.g., 
those with 
multiple or 
conflicting 
motivations) 
develop over the 
course of a text, 
interact with 
other characters, 
and advance the 
plot or develop 
the theme.  
 
RL. 9-10.4  
Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as 
they are used in 
the text, including 
figurative and 
connotative 
meanings; analyze 
the cumulative 
impact of specific 
word choices on 
meaning and tone 
(e.g., how the 
language evokes a 
sense of time and 
place; how it sets 
a formal or 
informal tone).  
 
RL 9—10.5  
Analyze how an 
author’s choices 

SWBAT write 
arguable, well-
developed thesis 
statements.  
 
SWBAT find 
textual evidence 
that is relevant to 
their claims.  
 
SWBAT verbally 
articulate their 
arguments using 
academic 
language.  
 
SWBAT write with 
a variety of 
sentence 
structure and 
academic 
vocabulary. 
 
SWBAT provide 
relevant, precise 
background 
information when 
writing an 
introductory 
paragraph. 
 
SWBAT use peer 
editing in revising 
their writing.  
 
SWBAT provide 
relevant, precise 
background 
information when 
writing an 
introductory 
paragraph.    

Academic Vocabulary 
Words: 
1. Author’s purpose 
2. Tone 
3. Characterization 
4. Rhetorical 

devices 
5. Symbolism 
6. Point of View  
 
 
Textual Vocabulary 
Words: 
1. Retinue 
2. Penitence  
3. Incriminate  
4. Indolent  
5. Aberration 
6. Translucent 
7. Cataclysm  
8. Apparition 
9. Provocation 
10. Formidable 
11. Resolute 
12. Exuberant  
13. Irrefutable 
14. Beneficent  
15. Ruminate 
16. Incorrigible 
17. Harangue  
18. Languor 
19. Taciturn 
20. Vehement 
21. Assiduous  
22. Parsimonious 
23. Emaciated 
24. Fortitude 
25. Intransigent  
26. Excoriate  

 
 

SWBAT analyze 
relationships between 
characters in the 
novel.  
 
SWBAT analyze the 
significance of 
figurative language 
within the novel.  
 
SWBAT analyze the 
significance of 
supernatural 
elements on the plot 
and characters.  
 
SWBAT identify and 
analyze the 
significance of the 
historical context of 
the novel. 
 
SWBAT create 
arguable thematic 
claims about the 
novel.  
 
SWBAT make 
connections between 
the author’s real life 
and the novel.  
 
SWBAT analyze the 
significance of gender 
roles on the plot and 
characters of the 
novel.  
 
SWBAT identify and 
analyzer the influence 
of POV on the 
characters and plot. 
 
SWBAT analyze 
rhetorical devices 
used among the 
characters in the 
novel. 
 
SWBAT analyze the 
significance of 
symbolism in the 
novel.  
 
SWBAT use literary 

The House of the 
Spirits by Isabel 
Allende  
 
Interviews: 
-Isabel Allende 
Interviews 
(Standford) 
 
Articles:  
-Political news 
articles about 
Chilean revolution 
 
-“Isabel Allende 
Defends ‘House of 
the Spirits’ to North 
Carolina School 
Board” by Katheryn 
Peterson  
 
-Narrative Magic in 
the Fiction of Isabel 
Allende by Patricia 
Hart 
 
 
Film: 
-Excerpts from The 
House of the Spirits 
film 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Novel and History: 
-Students will write 
a comparison 
paragraph at the 
conclusion of the 
unit, comparing 
how political 
conflicts influenced 
the characters and 
ONE group of 
people from 
history. 



concerning how to 
structure a text, 
order events 
within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and 
manipulate time 
(e.g., pacing, 
flashbacks) create 
such effects as 
mystery, tension, 
or surprise.  
 
RL 9-10.6 
Analyze a 
particular point of 
view or cultural 
experience 
reflected in a work 
of literature from 
outside the United 
States, drawing on 
a wide reading of 
world literature.  
 
 
RI 9-10.6 
Determine an 
author’s point of 
view or purpose in 
a text and analyze 
how an author 
uses rhetoric to 
advance that 
point of view or 
purpose.  
 
 
 
W. 9-10. 1  
Write arguments 
to support claims 
in an analysis of 
substantive topics 
or texts, using 
valid reasoning 
and relevant and 
sufficient 
evidence. 
 
 
SL 1.  
Initiate and 
participate 
effectively in a 
range of 
collaborative 
discussions (one-
onone, in groups, 
and teacher-led) 
with diverse 
partners on grades 
9–10 topics, texts, 
and issues, 
building on others’ 
ideas and 
expressing their 
own clearly and 
persuasively 
 
 
 
 
 

criticism in support of 
their arguable claims. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

 

 
Essential Questions How does our environment influence our actions/identity?  

 
What are the consequences of war/extreme conflict? 
 
Can innocence ever be redeemed once it is lost? 
 
How does the past influence the future? 

Learning Objectives for Unit SWBAT define memoir and explain the key characteristics of the genre.  
 
SWBAT analyze the significance of setting. 
 
SWBAT explain the influence of Beah’s environment on his development as a person.  
 
SWBAT determine Beah’s innocence or guilt based on his actions from the memoir.  
 
SWBAT analyze the importance of symbolism in the memoir.  
 
SWBAT develop an arguable thematic claim about the memoir.  
 
SWBAT examine how and why innocence is lost in Beah.  
 

Abbott Lawrence Academy 2016-2017 Curriculum Map:  
Subject:               Grade: 

Unit 6:  A Long Way Gone (3) Weeks 



SWBAT identify Beah’s purpose in writing his memoir.  
 
SWBAT identify and analyze tone in non-fiction articles.  
 
SWBAT characterize the major people in Beah’s memoir and analyze their significance on 
his life.  

Performance tasks: Formative 
and Summative 

Socratic discussions 
AP-style writing assignments  
Reading Quizzes  
Binder checks 
History/English project 
Final essay  

CC 
Standards/ 
Lawrence 
Standards 

Language 
Objectives 

Academic 
Language 
 

Content 
Objectives 
 

Texts and 
Supplemental 
Learnings 

Cross-
Content 
Connections 

RI 9-10.6 
Determine an 
author’s point of 
view or purpose in 
a text and analyze 
how an 
author uses 
rhetoric to 
advance that point 
of view or 
purpose. 
 
 
W. 9-10. 1  
Write arguments 
to support claims 
in an analysis of 
substantive topics 
or texts, using 
valid reasoning 
and relevant and 
sufficient 
evidence. 
 
 
SL 1.  
Initiate and 
participate 
effectively in a 
range of 
collaborative 
discussions (one-
onone, in groups, 
and teacher-led) 
with diverse 
partners on grades 
9–10 topics, texts, 
and issues, 
building on others’ 
ideas and 
expressing their 
own clearly and 
persuasively. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SWBAT write well-
developed, 
arguable claims.  
 
SWBAT articulate 
their arguments 
verbally.  
 
SWBAT compile 
textual evidence 
in support of their 
arguments. 
 
SWBAT write well-
developed body 
paragraphs in 
support of 
arguable thesis 
statements.  
 
SWBAT accurately 
write using MLA 
format.  
 
SWBAT master 
the integration of 
lead-ins in their 
writing.  

Academic 
Language/Concepts: 
1. Memoir  
2. Thematic claim 
3. Setting 
4. Characterization 
5. SOAPSTone  
 
 
Textual Vocabulary 
Words: 
1. Crapes 
2. Kamor 
3. Torry 
4. Palampo 
5. RPGs 
6. Sleepers 
7. Imam 
8. Sura 
9. Waleh 
10. Ngor 
11. Gari 
12. Wahlee 
13. Brown brown 
14. Tafe 
15. Repatriate  
16. Ablution 
17. Upline 
18. SLPP 
19. CAW 
20. NGOs 
21. UN ECOSOC 
22. G3 

SWBAT define 
memoir and explain 
the key characteristics 
of the genre.  
 
SWBAT analyze the 
significance of setting. 
 
SWBAT explain the 
influence of Beah’s 
environment on his 
development as a 
person.  
 
SWBAT determine 
Beah’s innocence or 
guilt based on his 
actions from the 
memoir.  
 
SWBAT analyze the 
importance of 
symbolism in the 
memoir.  
 
SWBAT develop an 
arguable thematic 
claim about the 
memoir.  
 
SWBAT characterize 
the major people in 
Beah’s memoir and 
analyze their 
significance on his life.  
 
SWBAT examine how 
and why innocence is 
lost in Beah.  
 
SWBAT identify 
Beah’s purpose in 
writing his memoir.  
 
SWBAT identify and 
analyze tone in non-
fiction articles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hip Hop Songs 
-“Naughty by 
Nature” by O.P.P. 
-“Now that We 
Found Love” by 
Heavy D and the 
Boyz  
-“Tricky” by Run 
DMC 
“I’m Bad” by LL Cool 
J 
 
News Articles: 
“Inside the RUF: at 
last the child soldiers 
of Sierra Leone have 
their say” by Hannah 
Strange in Kailahun 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

History: 
Students will write 
a cross-curricular 
paper analyzing the 
psychological 
effects of war of 
ONE war from 
history and in A 
Long Way Gone.  



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


