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***************************************************************************************** 

COURSE SYLLABUS OVERVIEW 
***************************************************************************************** 
 
Teacher: David Wendler      Office Hours: 
Phone: 978-946-0711         ext. 60207    Classroom:  A207 
Email: david.wendler@lawrence.k12.ma.us    Day of your office hours: Wednesday 
         
***************************************************************************************** 
Course Description: 
 
This sophomore course urges student to consider their own personal voice and place in society in connection with 

characters in literature who are impacted by external factors.  Readings may include The Odyssey, Julius Caesar,  

Beloved, The Things They Carried, The Autobiography of Malcolm X, and The Grapes of Wrath.  This Pre-AP 

course will have an intense concentration on writing and language use to enhance students’ ability to use 

grammatical conventions both appropriately and with sophistication as well as to develop stylistic maturity in their 

prose.  The goal of this course is to prepare students for the rigor and requirements of Advanced Placement English 

courses their Junior and Senior year. 
Pre-requisite - a completion of a summer reading requirement and/or attendance to Pingree Summer Program as 

well as successful completion of Advanced Honors English I. 

 
***************************************************************************************** 
Materials: Pens/Pencils, Paper, Assigned Readings: 
 
Textbook/Novels:  The Odyssey: Homer, Julius Caesar: William Shakespeare, Beloved: Toni Morrison, The Adventures of 

Huckleberry Finn: Mark Twain, The Grapes of Wrath: John Steinbeck, The Things They Carried: Tim O’Brien, The 

Autobiography of Malcolm X: Malcolm X  
***************************************************************************************** 
Means of Evaluation: The list below generally describes the assignments that each student will be expected to 

complete during the course.  Guidelines for each assignment will be distributed individually.   
 
Late Policy: Any late assignment will be penalized one full grade per day late. 
 
Assessments    (50%) 
Notebooks/Classwork   (30%) 
Homework    (20%) 
Marking Period                 (100%) 
***************************************************************************************** 
Grading Scale: 
90-100% = A 

80-89%   = B 

70-79%   = C 

65-69%   = D   

0-64%     = F 
***************************************************************************************** 
Class Procedures: 
 
Upon entering Room A207 from the North Door, it is the responsibility of the student to: 

1) Take binder from shelf 
2) Pick up any handouts labeled for the day’s lesson 



3) Find seat and locate materials for the day (novels, worksheets, homework) 
4) Begin Do Now (if applicable) 
5) Turn in any classwork into the tray for your period on your way out 
6) Exit through the South Door when you are dismissed 
 

 
***ABSENCES- If you are absent, please see the make-up work folder in the classroom to gather assignments. If 

you have questions or do not understand what you pick up, please see me in person. All work assigned while you are 

absent must be turned in within 5 days of the absence for full credit.  If you know of an absence in advance, please 

inform me in person or via email. 
 

***************************************************************************************** 
Classroom Expectations: 
1) Respect your classroom, your classmates, yourself, and your teacher. 
2) Read (and re-read) actively and continually. 
3) Write consistently - expect to write every day: in class, out of class, or both.  
4) Contribute to class discussion - be actively involved in the classroom and your own learning.  
5) Examine the way literature speaks and how successful arguments are made.  
6) Develop an appreciation for the skills of authors we read and the beauty and power of the written word. 
7) Stay positive. 
8) Stay humble. 
***************************************************************************************** 
Special Needs, Academic Honesty, Misc: 
 
All students who have special needs please let me know as soon as possible. 
 
Abbott Lawrence Academy seeks to maintain an optimal learning environment. General principles of academic 

honesty include respect for the intellectual property of others, the expectation that individual work will be submitted 

unless otherwise allowed by an instructor, and the obligations both to protect one’s own academic work from misuse 

by others as well as to avoid using another’s work and thoughts as one’s own. All students are expected to 

understand and abide by these principles. All other policies regarding academic honesty and student contact can be 

found in your student handbook and are in compliance with this class as well as any other and will be the guidelines 

for behavior and policies in this room. Any student caught cheating or plagiarizing will be given a zero on that 

assignment. 
 
Electronics Policy: 
All MP3 players, cell phones, and food must remain outside of the classroom unless permission is given by the 

instructor. Unless students ask for such permission, these items will be confiscated.  
 

TEACHER’s MESSAGE: 
“There is nothing noble in being superior to your fellow man; true nobility is being superior to your former self.”  

Ernest Hemingway 
 
This will be a difficult class.  To simply complete the work and show up every day will not necessarily dictate an A 

or even a B in the class.  As this class is designed to prepare you for AP English courses, the demands for this course 

parallel those of the Advanced Placement classes and The College Board.  The focus of the class is to exercise, 

build, and understand how we read, how we argue, and how we think.  By the end of this year, all of you be in a 

place where you can make a supported argument about the meaning of a text.  We will explore the skills that make 

us both good readers and good writers and focus on how structure and language make meaning.  This course will be 

heavily discussion based, and you must arrive prepared and ready to participate in class every day.  I ask that you be 

less concerned with your letter grade in this class and more concerned with your progress and growth as a scholar.  

As French literary critic Roland Barthes admitted, “fiction asks for more questions than it answers.”  As good 

readers, we must explore and determine what a text can answer and what it cannot answer.  Therefore, be prepared 

and comfortable not understanding something, taking risks, and making mistakes.  Be patient and persevere.   


