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By Chabeli Garcia, Pamela 
Rojas, Simonai Santiago, and 
Veronica Pho

Abbott Lawrence Academy 
(ALA) is an accelerated 
high school located on 
the Lawrence High School 
(LHS) campus. It currently 
has 92 students in Grade 9, 
and will add a grade each 
year until the school has 
approximately 400 students 
in grades 9-12. Students 
gain admission through a 
rigorous admissions process 
involving standardized tests, 
student essays, and teacher 
recommendations.

ALA students take 
four core classes—
Advanced Honors 
English 1, Pre-AP 
History, Advanced 
Honors Algebra 
1/Geometry, and 
Advanced Honors 
Physics—plus 
electives and 
College Summit. Each student is 
provided after-school support and 
weekend study hall. 

ALA is a no-negativity zone and the 
students are respected as young adults. 
To access the brand-new glass-walled 
classrooms, students 
walk through the 
Lawrence High School 
library. The inspirational 
banners on the walls 
remind students of the 
school’s values: hard 
work, determination, and citizenship. 
Between the classrooms is the “Living 
Room” where ALA students gather as 
a family and make academic progress 
together.

Many ALA students originally planned 

on attending other schools and even 
turned down private school 
acceptances. Student 
Kyannnah Hernandez 
said, “I’m glad I chose 
Abbott Lawrence Academy 
because I got to meet really 
nice, unique kids within 
a week…. It feels like we 
really are a family.”

ALA was a process in the 
making. The school started 
out as an idea on paper and 
nothing else. Superintendent 
Jeff Riley had a vision: He 
wanted to give the students 
of Lawrence an opportunity. 
He envisioned a school that gives 

students the chance 
to take accelerated 
and AP/honors 
classes, similar to 
private schools and 
public exam schools. 
Thus, ALA was born.

This school is unique in Lawrence. 
The students here are required to 
participate in 25 hours of community 
service and to be enrolled in a club 
or sport, while balancing exceptional 
grades and a rigorous homework 

load. ALA pushes students to their full 
potential.

Assistant Principal Raul Cruz describes 
working at ALA as “challenging and 
rewarding all at the same time”. 
Principal Stacey Ciprich describes what 
staff, including herself, envision for ALA 
over the next few years. “A lot of people 
out of Lawrence don’t know the great 
work that our students are capable of. 
By having ALA students involved in all 

areas of campus 
life, that shows 
that Lawrence 
is a force to be 
reckoned with.” 

ALA students take electives both 
with ALA faculty and in the 9th Grade 
Academy, and students can participate 
in all sports and extra-curricular 
activities offered on the LHS campus. 
ALA electives for this academic year 
include Model UN and Debate—both 
of which offer students the opportunity 
to compete on the Harvard University 
campus—as well as Coding, Creative 
Writing, Robotics, and Drama.

ALA is truly an extraordinary 
opportunity for students in Lawrence.

ABBOTT LAWRENCE ACADEMY

“I’m glad I chose 
Abbott because I’m chal-
lenged, it’s a comforting 
environment, and the 
teachers and staff care 

about you and your edu-
cation.”

-Ana Gonzalez ‘19

(LEFT TO RIGHT): Chabeli Garcia, Pamela Rojas, Simonai Santiago, and Veronica Pho

“I’m happy with my 
decision. It feels like we 

really are a family.” 
-Kyannah Hernandez ‘19

“I’m glad I chose Ab-
bott because it motivates 

me to challenge myself and 
succeed in every class.” – 

-Kaylee Correa ‘19
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LANCER ATHLETICS ENJOYS 
RECORD TURNOUT!

Something special is brewing down 
Lancer Way, in the locker rooms, on 
the fields and in the gym. The Lancer 
athletics program is 
enjoying the largest 
turnout for sports in 
decades! This fall, over 
100 athletes tried out 
for girls’ volleyball, 65 for 
boys’ soccer, 50 for field 
hockey, 70 for freshman 
football, and 25 for 
golf. The girls’ soccer 
program, in their first 
year playing a varsity 
schedule, had over 
50 come out. A rough 
estimate has over 500 
students participating 
in the athletics program 
this fall. “This is the 
largest turnout for 
Lancer sports in my 
memory,” said Campus 
Assistant Headmaster 
Tim Finn. There is a 
positive energy around 
sports this fall, added 
Supervisor of Athletics 
Jim Licciardi. “Our 
coaches are working 
hard and are excited 
and positive. That rubs 
off on the students.” 
Furthermore, Lancer 
athletics just launched 
a new website. Check it out here http://
www.lawrence.k12.ma.us/athletics-

main/high-schools-athletics/events-
high-schools-athletics  or find it on the 
Lawrence Public Schools homepage 

under Athletics. The website includes 
rosters, schedules, pictures and player 

bios for each team. Coaches can post 
pictures and video about their teams. 
The middle-school intramural program 

will also link to the Lancer home 
page. 
Licciardi is passionate about the 
role that athletics can play in 
the total educational program. 
“Through athletics, you can 
build school spirit, academic 
success and community pride” 
he says. “Success on the field can 
lead to success in the classroom. 
It’s contagious.” He is particularly 
impressed with the new spirit 
of the boy’s soccer team. 
“They’re more enthused, more 
determined this year” he said. 
“We are committed to 
supporting our students in 
athletics and extra-curricular 
programs” continued Finn, 
pointing out that the school 
has added three rounds of late 
buses to accommodate students 
who participate in athletics, 
other extra-curricular programs, 
or extra-help sessions with 
teachers. “Students can stay 
late at school and still get a bus 
home.” 
Tryouts for Lancer fall 

sports began on August 27. 
Competitions begin the week of 
September 7. Come see these 
dedicated Lancer athletes as they 

represent Lawrence High School with 
enthusiasm and Lancer pride! 

SUPERVISOR OF ATHLETICS JIM LICCIARDI

n  Football BEGINS (V, JV, Soph, & FR)
n  Cheerleading
n  Boys and Girls Cross Country
n  Field Hockey (V& JV)

n  Boys and Girls Soccer (V, JV)
n  Girls Volleyball (V, JV & FR)
n  Girls and Boys Golf (V, JV & FR)

LHS FALL SPORTS
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By William Muese, MST PE Teacher

The physical education teachers 
on campus have been utilizing the 
common schedule and offering a 
variety of activities that promote 
health and wellness. 

Our goal is to have the students 
engaged in purposeful physical 
activity to help develop the skills 
and knowledge individuals need 
to lead a physically active life-
style. PE teachers from across the 
campus are collaborating together 
to offer students a menu of physi-

cal activities that they can choose 
from. We believe this promotes 
school camaraderie and builds 
school pride while providing 
students with a greater variety of 
choice which leads to increased 
participation rates.
 

Physical Education 

On September 2, geometry  
teachers from across campus 
participated in a professional 
development workshop in the 
Learning Commons. The LHS 
Campus is now in the fourth 
year of the CME curriculum.  
As part of curriculum imple-
men-
tation 
process 
CME 
pro-
vides 
ongo-
ing, 
inten-
sive, capacity-building training 
to ensure teachers have the 
knowledge and tools to develop 

stu-
dents’ 
math-
emat-
ical 
think-
ing 
and 

effec-
tively implement the CME 
Project in the classroom. 

Math Teachers Implement CME

“ In CME students 
learn the habits of 
mind that will help 
them persevere”.

-Chuck Luongo, PFA
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By Allison Balter

On August 18, 2015, more than fifty 
newcomer English Language Learners 
started their U.S. high school experience 
as part of the ENLACE program. ENLACE 
(Engaging Newcomers in Language and 
Content Education) opened within the 
9th Grade Academy this fall to serve 
9th grade ELLs who have been in the 
country for less than two years and are 
brand new to the English language. 
ENLACE also serves ninth grade SLIFE 
(Students with Limited or Interrupted 
Formal Education). As new ELLs arrive 
in Lawrence and enroll in the 9th grade 
throughout the school year, they will 
join ENLACE; two weeks into the school 
year, our community has already grown 
to sixty-five students.

ENLACE’s mission is to provide 
newcomers with the academic and 
linguistic foundation and socio-
emotional supports that will allow them 
to transition successfully and quickly 
into the mainstream high school 
environment, on track to pursue a 
college or career of their choice. 

To reach these goals, our students 
take a full load of content classes each 
day, with teachers who are receiving 
ongoing professional development 
that prepares them to effectively 
teach language through content and 
meet the needs of newcomer ELLs.  
An ENLACE student’s daily schedule 
includes ESL, World Studies, Algebra, 
Foundations of Biology, and Theater. 
Each student also participates in a 
daily Academic Lab that provides 
differentiated support and a small-
group Advisory block. 

We also believe that in order to 
successfully serve our students, we 
must take a “two-generation approach,” 
which means that we must also play an 
active role in supporting our students’ 
families by helping them navigate the 
U.S. educational system, connecting 
them with valuable community 
resources, and actively engaging them 
in their child’s education. To this end, 
we have conducted numerous home 
visits and family meetings with ENLACE 
families this summer and have a full-

time Student and Family Engagement 
Specialist who serves as a family liaison 
and advocate. All teachers also serve as 
an Advisor to a small group of students 
and make regular phone calls to 
families to share updates on their child’s 
progress. 

In less than two short weeks, ENLACE 
students have already been very 
busy! They have explored the high 
school campus, started joining sports 
teams, practiced making observations 
and inferences in their biology class, 
and learned about the ENLACE core 
values of Courage and Perseverance 
by meeting Lawrence immigration 
attorney Zoila Gomez. This is only 
the beginning. As the year continues, 
students will conduct lab experiments, 
participate in Model United Nations 
simulations, engage in debates, hone 
their math skills, and participate in 
theatrical performances. 

To learn more about ENLACE or come 
visit our program, please contact 
Program Director Allison Balter at 
allison.balter@lawrence.k12.ma.us. 

ENLACE Engages Students

Lawrence immigration attorney Zoila Gomez shares her own immigration story with 
ENLACE students during Student Orientation
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By John Fichefa

 Michael Rodriguez stands at 
the end of a seemingly endless line 
of high school graduates, all queuing 
up for their diplomas from Lawrence 
High School. Michael, 18, wonders if he 
will ever remember the moments that 
led up to this culminating ceremony. 
When he was 16 just two years ago, 
he considered himself a middling 
student at best, so remembering his 
teachers names or they his didn’t seem 
like a matter of importance. Yet after 
occupying a string of dead end jobs 
and helping raise his younger brothers 
and sisters, Michael entered his final 
two years with a zeal and passion 
that was only matched by the high 
school environment he became apart 
of. In particular, he was drawn to an 
environment that offered unlimited, 
unobscured, and unparalleled academic 
choices. Despite being a former Math, 
Science, and Technology student 
who believed he was going to be an 
engineer, Michael is convinced by the 
arguments he hears in art and theater 
courses that his abilities are better 
suited in design than mathematical 
theory. Michael finds himself unlike 
the default 18 — 22 year old students 
of today who leave high school with 
no understanding of what the last four 
years meant. Michael wants to see 
himself as the poster child, the ideal 
model, for the reenvisioned Lawrence 
High School. 
 As educators, we willingly 
give of our time and resources under 
the theory that Michael’s story means 
something. Because we often deplete 
so much of ourselves, we forget about 
our own development as teachers 
and human beings. Although many 
in our individual schools have been 
able to build collegiality and trust 
amongst each other, there is still an 

untapped potential for more sharing 
to occur. The opportunity for deeper 
teacher collaboration will no longer 
be hindered by six separate systems 
pulling in varying directions. Rather, we 
have the opportunity to plan and all 
pull in one direction with collaboration. 
 For the past seven years, we 
have roughly been in teams of three-to-
five per department and depending on 
each teachers availability and stability, 
collaboration may have occurred. This 
left the onus of development between 
one or two people within that circle 
to learn something individually and 
then successfully present it to the 
group. Under the new high school 
reenvisioning, a larger team of thirty 
will be open to wider and more varied 
experiences with less pockets of key 
information secluded to their ends of 
the campus. The opportunity to share 
our time and resources with friends is 
something that is not just exciting but 
it is the best thing for our kids success. 
By being authentic we provide a model 
for our students to follow in their 
academic careers. How can we possibly 
teach collaboration without practicing 
it? 
 Since success is our goal, 
unity is where we can start. It is 
true that the relationships we have 
uniquely developed with our favorite 
administrators is passing us all by. But 
no one can deny that some of us have 
performed in some areas better than 
others. Of course, under one direction, 
we will still at times make the wrong 
moves but we will not be put up against 
one another, pointing out one schools 
successes over the others failures. 
Since we have been manufacturing an 
environment of separate experiences, 
we now have the opportunity to 
cohesively unify and grow together. 
Rather than hearing the same 
information in three different ways in 

three different deliveries that often gets 
confusing and very tiring, an experience 
that resembles being at Buffalo Wild 
Wings and trying desperately to 
pay attention to every TV and every 
sporting event and every play and then 
coming to the sad realization that we 
are always going to miss something 
incredibly important, there will be one 
voice with one direction. 
 Each one of us became an 
educator for a myriad of reasons. 
Whether it was the love of learning, 
whether is was that one teacher we 
fondly remember that pushed us 
beyond what we thought we were 
capable of or said something so deeply 
biting that it made us hate them and 
then made us turn our life around (they 
probably don’t even remember because 
if they did they would feel guilty for 
being so evil ), whether it was those 
final moments on the field playing in 
our last high school game, whether it 
was the simplicity of helping another 
human being out, and especially 
whether it was that euphoric feeling as 
we stood on that stage excepting our 
diploma and felt that we never really 
wanted to leave high school. No matter 
what the difference in experience was, 
we all shared that feeling. The one that 
starts and grows deep in your core and 
we do everything and anything we can 
to choke it back and keep ourselves 
composed because for some foolish 
reason we don’t want everyone too see 
how much we really care about this. 
That feeling is pride. Not just the type 
of pride that we feel because we’ve 
accomplished something incredibly 
important nor the pride that wells in us 
about our own unique abilities, but the 
pride we felt for what was given to us. 
That pride is school pride. 
 School Pride is the single most 
important change on the horizon. It 
is the type of school pride that forces 

This is our House

Continues
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us to show up at both home and away 
games. The type that encourages 
football to support baseball, baseball 
to support field hockey, field hockey 
to support soccer, and these sports 
supporting academic clubs. Rather 
than chanting six separate schools, 
chants of ‘We are Lancer’s’ will be heard 
again. Rather than pep rallies where 
students have no idea what values 
they’re building, they will feel a part of 
something larger than themselves. 
 We want them to remember 
with paucity their accomplishments 
and their memorable moments. We 
want them to remember with warm 
feelings of triumph and satisfaction and 

self-esteem the first ‘A’ they received 
in that ridiculously difficult course, 
their first and lasting friendships, 
their first kiss, their 
first and often last 
sack in a football 
game, among other 
nostalgic moments 
in their not-too-
distant youth. 
Something that 
they can brag about 
even if in the grand 
scheme of cosmic 
events they were 
small but intensely 
and absolutely eventful.

The Stand & Deliver Academic 
Mentoring Program is currently 
accepting student applications. 
Stand and Deliver matches Law-
rence High School students with 
volunteer mentors at Raythe-
on and Schneider Electric. The 
students are transported to the 
corporate site after school one 
day each week (mid-October to 
early May). In the past, LHS has 
only had the option of Tuesday 
sessions. This year, Raytheon 
sessions will be on Tuesdays, and 
Schneider Electric will take place 
on Wednesdays. This allows any 
student who had a schedule con-
flict on Tuesdays the opportunity 
to participate.
 
To view a short video about the 
program, please visit: http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=9CrP6s7n-
VPw&feature=youtu.
be&list=UUWL2NayITGIC-

ccdh7XR6Oeg (this link has been 
whitelisted by LHS IT dept.)
 
The student application has two 
parts:

Part 1 is online: 
http://tinyurl.com/SD-LHS2015

Student demographic information
n  Academic information
n  Mentor preference information
n  Essay

Part 2 is available in the LHS front office 
or by email request to Jane Twombly 
(JTwombly@fsmv.org)
n  Essay (if not completed online)
n  Teacher recommendation (also has 
an online option available here: http://
tinyurl.com/TR-SD2015)
n  Emergency contact information
n  Parent/guardian consent form
 
Completed applications can be 
left in the LHS front office. Due to 
the many changes on campus we 
are currently without office space. 

For that reason we need your help 
to communicate this opportunity 
to the students.
For priority consideration, appli-
cations are due by Friday, Septem-
ber 11th.  Students who submit 
applications after September 11th 
will be put on the Wait List and 
placed as spots become available.
 
All students who wish to partici-
pate must complete both parts of 
the application. Students who par-
ticipated last year need to apply by 
the deadline to secure their spot.
 

For more information:
Jane Twombly, 

Program Coordinator
JTwombly@fsmv.org

978-327-6629

STAND AND DELIVER 
SEEKS APPLICANTS!
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LAWRENCE PREP IS LOCATED IN THE H BUILDING ON THE FIRST FLOOR. WE ARE A VOCATIONAL BASED PROGRAM THAT 
FOCUSES ON LIFE SKILLS AND FUNCTIONAL ACADEMICS FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES, AGES 18-22. OUR MENU 
CHANGES WEEKLY OFFERING PANINIS, SOUPS, SALADS AND HEALTHY SHAKES. YOU CAN PLACE AN ORDER IN PERSON OR 
BY CALLING EXTENSION 39357 BY 10:45AM. YOU CAN PICK UP OR DELIVERIES ARE AT 11:00 AND 12:00. 

SEPTEMBER MENU
WEEK OF:   HOT SANDWICH    $3.00   SHAKE OF THE WEEK     $3.00

SEPT. 7TH    HOT CAPRESE            CHOCOLATE PEANUT BUTTER COOKIE

SEPT. 14TH   PULLED CHICKEN            DEATH BY MOCHA

SEPT. 21ST    BLT GRILLED CHEESE        ORANGE CREAMSICLE

SEPT. 28TH   CHICKEN CUBAN          BLUEBERRY MUFFIN

Lawrence Prep Café is Open for Business

 *We also offer Caesar Salads and Garden Salads ($4.00), with chicken ($6.00). All salads come with Pita 
Bread and home-made salad dressing. 

We want to thank the Lawrence High School staff for all their support. As a self- sustaining program, 
your patronage is important to us. We look forward to another fantastic school year!
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 Learning Commons 
Lawrence High School Campus 

Fall Newsletter 
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU 
Welcome back!  Although there have been many changes throughout LHS campus, the 
Learning Commons’ resources, space, and computer labs are still here for everyone in our 
high school community.  Teachers— please know that I really am your partner in educa-
tion.  Together we can teach collaborative lessons which incorporate information literacy 
skills with the curricula.  Those skills include the ability to access information efficiently, 
evaluate it critically, and use it accurately, effectively, and ethically.           

Teachers who wish to bring classes to the Learning Commons can check availability 
online using the Learning Commons Calendar.  To access it, go to the Learning Commons 
wiki: http://lhscampuslearningcommons.wikispaces.com.   Find the Navigation bar on 
the left side of the page and click on Learning Commons calendar.  Contact me any time 
to collaborate on research projects, to schedule orientation for freshman students, and to 
bring students to utilize our many resources. 

ONLINE RESOURCES 
The Learning Commons wiki provides 24-hour access to online resources for our learn-
ers.  These include: 

 Online catalog---Lists print books, audiobooks, eBooks, and videos in the collection. 

 Online databases---Find reliable information from journals, magazines, newspapers, 
books and other sources 

 eBooks---Electronic books that can be read on computers, tablets, and 
smartphones/iPhones. 

 Pathfinders---Guides on curriculum topics that provide access to reliable web sites, 
books, databases, and DVDs. 

 Research help---Included are suggestions for writing a thesis statement, making an 
outline, note taking, creating a works cited page, and more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN HOURS 
This school year the Learning Commons 
is open at 7:00 A.M.   When after school 
hours are established, I will post that 
information on the Learning Commons 
wiki. 

Looking forward to working with every-
one! 

 

 

By Donna Maksian
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This edition of the LHS campus newsletter was made possible by:
Richard Gorham – Editor

Vanessa Noesi– Graphic Design
Please email michael.fiato@lawrence.k12.ma.us and  

vanessa.noesi-merced@lawrence.k12.ma.us 
Stay informed and follow:

@lancersSports @LHSCampus

By Sgt. Maj. Paul Ronan, LHS JROTC

JROTC is a program that pro-
motes professionalism and dis-
cipline. Pictured are some of our 

Senior cadets instructing our new 
cadets on how to properly align 
themselves for physical fitness 
training. JROTC is designed to 
challenge our cadets physically, 

emotionally and 
academically. The 
more senior cadets 
are instructed to 
assist the newer 
cadets whenever 
possible. We try to 
incorporate struc-
ture in everything 
we do and cadets 
learn this structure 
through repetition, 
and practice. The 
physical fitness 
formation begins 
on day one and by 

the 2nd quarter most all cadets 
understand the commands. 

JROTC Challeges Students


