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“Building 
Bridges” 
is a new, 
student-led 
program 
designed 
to provide 
academic 
support, 
mentoring, 
life skills 
and college 
preparation 
to ESL 
students 
from across 
the campus. 
Founded 
and run by 
HLD seniors 
Islandia 
Cruz, 
Oscairy 
Taveraz 
and Emely 
Rijo as part of 
their Capstone 
project, Building 
Bridges held its 
first after-school 
session on 
Monday, 
September 28, 
and served eighteen students 
from across the campus. All three 
of the founders are themselves 
immigrants.  “When I transferred 
from INT to HLD I didn’t have 
anyone to help me” said Rijo. 
“That’s why I got inspired to 
help start this program, so the 
students who transfer now don’t 

have to go through what I went 
through.” Taveraz 
agreed, emphasizing 
the importance of 
mentoring:  “When 
you see somebody 
like you, who was 
successful, then you 
know you can do it” 

she added. 
HLD senior Dawry Cabrera, who 
transferred 
from INT this 
fall, enjoyed 
the first ses-
sion. “I am 
here because I 
want to learn 

more English” he said. Cruz, Tav-
eraz and Rijo hope that Building 
Bridges will continue after they 
graduate. “We want this program 
to work” said Rijo, “not just for 
us, but for those who are staying 
behind… we want it to continue 
after we graduate.”  
Building Bridges is open to ESL 
students from across the campus, 
and meets in Room B224/226 

from 2:45-4:00pm, 
Monday through 
Thursday. Thanks to 
HLD principal Ted 
Lombardi for his 
support. 

BUILDING BRIDGES: 
STUDENTS HELPING STUDENTS

“When I transferred 
from INT to HLD I 
didn’t have anyone 
to help me”

-Emely Rijo.

“I am here because I 
want to learn more 

English”
- Dawig Cabrera
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By Charlize Garcia ’18 (BMF) 
and Ms. Katie Cetin (HHS)

Imagine this: a boy in 
high school, confused 
about who he really 
is. His parents don’t 
understand what he’s 
going through, but 
his best friend does. 
She understands that 
he’s different and she 
accepts it. Others don’t 
know what he’s going 
through so they judge 
him. She stands up for 
him. That’s an ally! 
     The LGBT (Lesbian, 
Gay, Bisexual, Trans-
gendered) community 
is a strong and respected group of 
people who are trying to be true 
to themselves. Every day is a new 
journey for them because there 
will always be someone on the 
opposite side against what they 
believe in. That’s why those in 
the GSA (Gay-Straight Alliance) 
after-school program ask for help 
and support to make sure we are 
treated equally.  As Charlize says, 
“You don’t have to accept it, just 
don’t disrespect it.” 
 The Lawrence High School 
GSA meets every Thursday af-
ter school in G404 with advisor 
Ms. Katie Cetin to discuss LGBT 
issues and support each other.  
The group goes on several trips 
a year, like to the Youth Pride 
Parade in Boston, and organizes 

in-school activities like the Day 
of Silence.  In a meeting last year, 
we discussed bullying that stu-
dents have experienced in the 
classroom.  Unfortunately, many 
students reported that in the face 
of LGBT-bullying, many of their 
teachers and classmates did little 
to nothing to stop the hate speech 
of their peers.  As Leslie from 
MST said, “Doing nothing is the 
same as contributing to the nega-
tivity.” 
 This is a common expe-
rience for LGBT students (and 
students perceived as LGBT).  
Schools are meant to be a safe 
place, but across America up to 
60% of LGBT students feel unsafe 
in school and up to 30% have 
skipped school to avoid harass-
ment according to the CDC.  

 What can help these 
students is support from their 
teachers and peers.  The week of 
Monday, September 28 was Na-
tional Ally Week, when advocates 
for the LGBT community showed 
their support.  We encourage all 
members of the Lawrence High 
School community to set a stan-
dard in that at our school, making 
homophobic  statements is not 
acceptable.  LGBT students have 
many extra obstacles through their 
high school career and they need 
to know their teachers and class-
mates are on their side through 
thick and thin.  The lives of many 
people may very well depend on 
us having an open minded attitude 
towards basic preferences in life.

Ally Week with the LHS 
Gay/Straight Alliance
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By Nicole St. Claire & Laurie Hartwick

It is important to get to know all 
of our students in order to better 
plan connections in our lessons.  
As far as our English Language 
Learners (ELLs), some basic ques-
tions may help gauge the scaffold-
ing they will need.  So how can 
you identify them?  The first place 
to look is at the program code on 
PowerSchool.  A student with a ‘1’ 

is a student whose home language 
is not English and is considered 
an ELL.  A student with a 1R is an 
ELL who is in the process of refer-
ral for Special Education. A stu-
dent with a 3 is an ELL and under 
Special Education services. Once 
an ELL has been in U.S. schools 
for a while and has met the crite-
ria to move out of ELL status, the 
program code is changed to 0F for 
Former ELL (FLEP).  

Students who are considered ELLs 
are assessed with several scales to 
determine how much English they 
know.  The resulting score is bro-
ken down into six categories.  The 
following chart should give some 
guidance on what each of the six 
categories should look like.  This 
chart and more information can 
be found on the website https://
www.wida.us

Essential ELL Earful

Strategy 1 
Get to know your ELLs! 

 1. If you haven’t already, 
use your class rosters and the 
Program Code list given to you 
by your ESL teacher to indi-
cate ELL identification on your 
rosters. This will help you better 
accommodate your ELLs as you 
plan lessons and academic tasks, 
instruct, and accommodate for 
ELLs on assessments.

 2. Ask your ESL teacher 
to go through each ELs’ green 
folder. The green folder will pro-
vide you with information about 
the student’s progress in devel-
oping English proficiency. Either 
the W-APT or the ACCESS re-
port (or even both) will be in the 
green folder and will provide you 
with details about the student’s 
performance in content areas 
across the domains of Reading, 
Writing, Listening, and Speaking.

 3. Talk to your students! 
Ask them questions. They will 
be more comfortable in your 
classroom if you develop a social 
rapport with them. Social and 
instructional language develop-
ment is one of the precursors to 
academic reading and writing 
development.

 4. “Interview” your ELLs 
(and your entire class) with a writ-
ten survey. Ask questions about 
what they like and are interested 
in, what their goals are, and if they 
like to read, what they like and 
don’t like about school, and what 

their challenges are in your con-
tent! Allow lower proficiency ELLs 
to write in the home language on 
this survey to provide you with 
the most information possible.



5

BMF HLDHHS MST PFA ALA 9GA INT

PFA Visits the Fringe!
The Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe is 
the world’s largest 
arts festival, taking 
place for nearly a 
full month every 
August in and 
around Edinburgh, 
Scotland. This sum-
mer, for the sec-
ond time, the PFA 
Theatre Company  
was honored 
to perform at 
“The Fringe.” 
Thirteen ac-
tors, accom-
panied by 
Director of 
Theater Matt 
Evangelista, 
Ms. Jennifer 
Dargie and 
Mr. Ryan 
Solero, flew 
to Scotland to 
perform their 
production 
of “The 25th 
Annual Putnam County Spelling 
Bee,” which played to apprecia-
tive audiences at Lawrence High 
School last year. 
The show proved popular, draw-
ing 50-100 people per show, 
which is extraordinary for the 
Fringe. The students appreciated 
the experience. In the words of 
Amanda Castillo, “Going on this 
trip was definitely life changing. 
We got to see the world in a whole 
different perspective. There is so 
much history behind these beau-
tiful places that we got to see and 
experience for the first time.”

The trip lasted 16 
days, and included 
sight-seeing tours of 
Scotland, and a trip 
to Ireland, where 
they saw many 
sights, and got to 
kiss the legendary 
Blarney Stone. They 
toured cathedrals, 
walked the Royal 
Mile in Edinburgh, 
and slept in a cas-
tle. In the words of 
Christopher Vega, “I don’t think I 
can ever have such a great expe-
rience again.  Going to Europe 

opened mind about other cultures 
and it helped me reflect on how 
we should be open to new things.”
The Drama Guild expresses their 
thanks to the many donors and 
supporters who helped make the 
trip possible. 
This year, the Drama Guild plans 
productions of “You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie Brown,” “Macbeth,” 
and “Shrek,” among other shows. 
Check out the blog of the trip at 
http://pfafringe2015.blogspot.
com/
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BY  Ryan Souliotis

 Throughout the school 
year the LHS History Depart-
ment will utilize the Data Wise 
Improvement Plan to focus on lit-
eracy in the new thematic curric-
ulum.  Grade 10-12 History teach-

ers will meet six times to examine 
student work and apply new 
instructional strategies to improve 
student achievement around a 
teacher-selected, learner-cen-
tered problem.  This work will 
begin October 6th, when teachers 
will work in groups by course to 

examine MCAS and SAT data for 
Lawrence High School and deter-
mine which areas to prioritize for 
improvement. Teachers will then 
create SMART goals to guide their 
work for the year.  

 History Department Chair 
Ryan Souliotis and PFA History 
teacher Kaitlin Torossian attended 
the Harvard Data Wise Institute 
in June 2015, along with Campus 
Headmaster Michael Fiato, HHS 
Principal Paul Neal, HHS As-
sistant Principal Adam Johnson 
and Dean of Assessment Nicole 
St. Clair. The group learned more 
about integrating data into dai-
ly practices of the high school, 
improving meetings, and how 
to present data to teachers in a 
meaningful way. Data Wise is a 
nationally recognized program 
that has helped hundreds of 
schools across the country in their 
improvement processes. 

History Department gets “Data Wise”

CHESS CLUB
MR. BOCCHICHIO IS 

RUNNING THE CHESS CLUB 
THIS YEAR! 

WHEN: 
MONDAYS  @ 2:45P.M.

WHERE: 

HHS G302
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EMILY GREENE WETHERBEE

Alumni Spotlight

Few people are familiar with the 
story of Emily Greene Wetherbee  
(1839-1897), namesake of the  
Wetherbee School. Born in Milford, 
NH, she was graduated from 
Lawrence High School with the class 
of 1856, and became a renowned poet, 
writer, and teacher. Under the pen 
name Maria Green, she was published 
in the Boston Globe, the New England 
Journal of Education, and many other 
places. She taught English and Latin 
at Lawrence High School for 25 years. 
One of her star pupils at Lawrence 
High was a young Robert Frost, 
Class of 1892. She served in many 
civic leadership roles, including as 
president of the Lawrence Women’s 
Club.
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LOOKING FOR
 TEACHERS / PARTICIPANT

FOR OUR LIP SYNC CONTEST

JANUARY 15TH, 2016
AT THE PAC

AND FULL REHEARSAL 
ON JANUARY 14TH, 2016

FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CONTACT 
QUITY MORGAN EXT 39224

LHS LIP SYNC
CONTEST 2016
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Picture of the Week!

Grade 9 JROTC students stop on “main street” for a pic on 
their way back from a physical training session on the foot-
ball field.  SFC Jose Caraballo, seen here kneeeling, is the 
JROTC Lancer Battalion’s newest staff member and has been 
active in the Lancer community preparing our freshmen to 
be successful and honorable JROTC cadets. 
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By Michael Fiato

For the past six years BMF 
physical education teacher, Julia 
O’Donnell, has been motivating 
and inspiring Lawrence High 
School students and staff to 
test their physical and mental 
boundaries by completing the 
annual Brickman Triathlon, 
a fundraising event to benefit 

Habitat for Humanity. This 
triathlon was made up of a 250 
yard swim, a 10 mile bike, and 
a 3 mile run. Each year, Ms. 
O’Donnell recruits her students 
and fellow staff members to 
participate as members of the 
LHS relay team and as event 
volunteers. This year, the LHS 
men’s relay earned first place in 
their division! Student triathlon 

participants were Waldy Tejada, 
Bons Hernandez, Onawe Lara 
of BMF and Emily Rojas of  
PFA. Staff participants included 
Michael Whitehead (HHS), 
Dr. Ann Hall (Campus school 
psychologist), Michael Fiato 
(Headmaster) and O’Donnell 
who, by the way, won first place 
in her division.

LHS Students & Staffs Compete in Local Triathlon
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 Writing with Colors is 
a strategy for teaching critical 
reading and writing, developed 
by longtime Massachusetts 
educator Tom O’Toole. LHS 
Campus Headmaster Michael 
Fiato heard about Writing 
with Colors a year ago, and 
took a team of LHS teachers 
to Waltham High School to 
see a demonstration of the 
strategy. The team was sold on 
its value, and since then, Mr. 
O’Toole has visited Lawrence 
High several times to train 
teachers and model the strategy. 

Most recently, on Thursday, 
October 1st, O’Toole taught 
demonstration lessons in PFA, 
HLD and HHS. “It gives students 
a visual image of what a good 
piece of writing should look like” 
said HLD English teacher Mike 
Marcinonis. 
 As part of Writing with 
Colors, students use different 
color highlighters to “colorize” 
a text, highlighting thesis 
statements, sentence starters, 
transition words, evidence, 
and explanation. By doing so, 
students see the components 

of effective writing, and learn 
to read in a more systematic 
way. One of the original authors 
of the English Language Arts 
MCAS, O’Toole has also trained 
LHS teachers on scoring open 
responses, and helped teachers 
identify areas of focus to work 
on the classroom. 
For more information on 
Writing with Colors, contact 
ELA Department Chair Richard 
Gorham. 

Writing with Colors Comes to 
Lawrence High
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By John Lee

 “Schools are an 
inseparable part of a larger 
community, with members 
often sharing commonalities 
with regard to culture, history, 
and socioeconomic status. 
Although schools play with 
an important role in meeting 
student academic, behavioral, 
and socio-emotional, and health 
needs, it is impractical to believe 
schools can meet all of these 
needs independently. Schools and 
communities must join forces 
and develop a comprehensive, 
integrated approach to the 
allocation of resources that 
supports the complex issues facing 
children, families, schools, and 
neighborhoods.”
 (National Association of School 

Psychologists, 2014)
 At the 
beginning of the 
2015-2016 school year, 
Headmaster Michael 
Fiato approached me 
with a goal in mind: 
he wanted the creation 
of a collaborative 
nexus, based in 
LHS, built upon the 
foundations of family, 
school, and community. With 
the goal of building social capital 
for all, we started assembling an 
inter-disciplinary team that would 
create a series of family-engage-
ment workshops that would be 
hosted throughout the school year. 
What you saw and heard about 
on September 23, 2015, was the 
premier of these workshops: our 
first family engagement workshop 

dubbed “College and Career 
Readiness Night!”
 With a fantastic 
reception that included the 
presence of JROTC, LHS student 
presentations including PFA Girls’ 
Ensemble, 
dance 
performers, 
artwork 
presentation, 
and 
information 
tables fielded 
by NECC, 
GEAR UP, 
uAspire, and 
TRIO, the 
energy was 
palpable and 
uplifting! 
With a 
confirmed 

130+ people who registered at 
our sign-in tables throughout 
the night, and with estimates of 
easily 200+ people who attended 
in all, attendance was robust as 
community members made their 
way to the PAC. Our audience 
members witnessed a fully 
bilingual joint presentation from 
an LHS Guidance Counselor and 
the Dean of Family Engagement 

(Caitlin Gilligan and Ramon 
Tejada), NECC (Adam Cutler and 
Carlos Gabriel), and GEAR UP 
(Ester Peralta) as they discussed 
college readiness from a high 
school, college admissions, 

and grant 
program 
organization 
perspective. 
Throughout 
it all, 
Headmaster 
Michael Fiato 
moderated 
the event and 
represented 
the LHS 
school 
leadership.
 Accolades 
and 
recognition 

must also be given for the 
amazing turnout of inter- and 
intra-school staff who came 
to staff and support the event; 
the list is long, but everyone 
who contributed both behind 
the scenes and publically made 
this first event possible. This 
is especially the case for our 
custodial, security, media, and 
other logistics staff members who 
were able to ensure that the event 

ran smoothly!
 With the first of these 
family engagement workshops 
behind us, we are looking ahead 
to the next few coming up! We 
would LOVE to get input from 
our staff about what other topic 
ideas would be good for future 
workshops, as well as people who 
would love to get involved! 

Over 200 families attend 1st LHS Parent Forum
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By Joshua Tarsky, HLD
At this time of year, 12th graders 
are stressing over the central 
question, “What’s next after high 
school?”   As an 11th grade ELA/
ELL teacher, my students usually 
respond with one of two answers: 
college or career.  
 In the era of high stakes 
testing, the effort to prepare 
students for college and career 
can be daunting.  There’s only so 
much time in a day and students 
who are going down a college 
and career track need to be 
proficient in English, Science and 
Mathematics to be successful in 
their upcoming endeavors.  Yet, as 
any teacher in the Humanities and 
Leadership Development (HLD) 
High School will attest, getting a 
job and being prepared for college 
takes preparation in softer skills, 
in studies that lie beyond the 
standard curriculum.
 HLD has come up with a 
solution for addressing both the 
academic needs as well as the 
upcoming career needs of all its 
students.  The program is called 
the Capstone Program meets 
every period 6.  The program is 
comprised of several parts, and is 
therefore somewhat complex, so 
let me break down the program 
into its subdivisions, starting with 
Capstone proper.
 The Capstone Program 
starts in a student’s 11th grade 
year.  All 10th graders take a 
yearlong supplemental math class 
called MCAS Prep.  In 11th grade, 
students meet once a week during 
the first period 6 of that week, and 
have a focused curriculum that 

covers such topics as resume and 
cover letter writing, interviewing, 
presentation skills, proper 
appearance, and other various 
job skills that aren’t covered in a 
traditional classroom curriculum.  
In 12th grade, students spend 
the first part of the year getting 
help with the college application 
process before transitioning their 
focus to an internship.  In terms 
two and three, students apply 
the skills they learned in their 
11th grade Capstone to find an 
internship, secure an internship 
site, and by the 4th quarter go 
and work as an intern at the site 
they selected.  In addition, in12th 
grade, there is a culminating 
graduation requirement based on 
the work done in Capstone.  This 
work includes a 15-page reflective 
essay detailing the work done 
during the internship, and includes 
a section in the paper on lessons 
learned and skills the students’ 
attained during their experience.  
In addition to this, students 
present a 15 minute Power Point 
presentation based on their essay, 
which they present to the 11th 
grade class at the end of the year.
 Since there are multiple 
period sixes in a week, and 
Capstone proper only meets once 
a week, the second period 6 is 
designated as an On/PDL-Off 
Track option.  The On Track/
Passion Driven Learning (PDL) 
option is eligible for students 
who have no more than two 
grades below 65%.  For those 
students who qualify, they are 
offered a range of options from 
a host of teachers who submit 

a term long course prospectus.  
Currently HLD is offering 10 PDL 
classes, including Cosmetology, 
Apocalyptic Fanaticism, Sudoku, 
Chess, Spanish Literature, and 7 
Habits of Highly Successful HLD 
students.
 For those students who 
are struggling in their classes, and 
are not meeting the threshold to 
participate in a PDL, there is an 
off track option.  HLD offers five 
off track classrooms, covering 
Science, Math, ELA, History, 
and SPED ELA/Math.  Principal 
Lombardi runs a list every Sunday 
and disseminates to the teachers 
which of their students fall into 
the off track category.  Teachers 
are then required to get the make-
up work to the respective off track 
teachers by Tuesday at 2:45.  A 
student failing in Science and 
English will be sent to either 
a Science or English off track 
classroom where they will get 
individualized attention and catch 
up on the work they are missing 
by a Science or English teacher.  
 The third innovation 
that HLD has implemented is an 
Enrichment period 6.  These occur 
about 4 times a term, on the weeks 
where HLD’s block scheduling 
creates three period 6’s during that 
week.  On these days, we have 
lined up a speaker series for the 
first term.  HLD’s first speaker 
series will begin this Friday with a 
Boston Police officer, a Lawrence 
Firefighter, and a Lawrence 
teacher giving a presentation on 
their various career tracks, what it 
takes to become a member of the 
profession, a day in the life in that 

What’s Next After High School?
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respective career, and a student 
led question and answer period.  
 Already these innovations 
are showing promising results.  
Students have a greater diversity 

in their scheduling, are gaining 
greater exposure to various 
careers, grades are rising, and 
perhaps most importantly, are 
better prepared to answer the 

question: What’s next after High 
School?

MOCK TRIAL! 

WE WILL MEET ON 
WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 8TH 

AT 2:55P.M.
IN PFA ROOM E201.
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LHS CAMPUS CLUB
ADVISORS 2015-2016

Art Club
John Travlos, PFA

Room E306 
Wednesday @ 
3:00 - 4:00p.m.

Book Club
Stacy Sanzo, ALA

Learning Commons 
Wednesday @ 
3:00 - 4:00p.m.

Chess Club
Michael Bocchichio, HHS 

Room G302 
Wednesday @ 
3:00 - 4:00p.m.

Dance Club
Maria Morgan, PFA 

Room B115 
Monday- Friday 

@ 2:45 - 5:00p.m.

Gay Straight 
Alliance

Kathleen Cetin, PFA
 HHS Room G404 

Thursdays @  2:50p.m.

Lawrencian
Newspaper

John Fichera, MST
BMF Room F305

Tuesday & Wednesday 
@3:00p.m.

Literary Magazine 
– The Bulletin
Richard Gorham, 

Campus
Room B222, Ext. 39415

Mock Trial
Mary DeFelice, PFA

PFA Room E201 
Wednesday /Thursday 

 3:00-5:00p.m.

National Honor 
Society/L-Pin
Richard Gorham, 

 Campus
Room B222, Ext. 39415

Recycling Club
Joanne Peters, PFA

Campus
Room A123 

Mondays 3:00p.m.

Robotics Club
Linette Heredia, MST

Room F106 
Wednesday 

@ 5:30 – 7:45p.m.

Student Leadership 
Council 

Tracy Baillargeon, MST
Library 

@ Thursdays 3:00p.m.

Writers’ Club
Molly McGravey, HHS

Room E207 
@Thursdays 3:00p.m.

YTE Advisor
Posting Ends

 10-12-15
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This edition of the LHS campus newsletter was made possible by:
Richard Gorham – Editor

Vanessa Noesi– Graphic Design
Please email michael.fiato@lawrence.k12.ma.us,

richard. gorham@ lawrence.k12.ma.us &
vanessa.noesi-merced@lawrence.k12.ma.us 

Stay informed and follow:
@lancersSports @LHSCampus


