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LawrenceHigh
School Campus

I LEARN 
AMERICA

Approximately 30 ENLACE 
students teamed up with 
30 INT students to spend 
their February vacation in 

the I Learn America 
program. 

WINTER SPORTS
 WRAP-UP

Lancer Winter Sports are 
wrapping up after another 

successful season. 
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Over 200 family members 
attended the HLD Awards 
ceremony on Wednesday, 

March 2nd. The HLD PTO put 
together a buffet meal, and 

students were presented with 
certificates for making 

Honor-Roll
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Approximately 30 ENLACE students teamed up with 
30 INT students to spend their February vacation in 
the I Learn America program. Along with Ms. Mayer, 
Ms. Feliberty, Ms. Somers, Ms. Molloy, and Ms. 
English, as well as Jean-Michel Dissard (Director of 
the film I Learn America) and Brandon & Sing (two 
of the featured students from the film), our students 

explored and shared their immigration stories. They 
wrote poems, raps, and stories, and created diaries, 
art, and Power Point slides, and they shared these 
with each other at an open mic luncheon on Friday. 

CORNER

I LEARN 
AMERICA
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CONTENT BASED
INSTRUCTION IN ESL

Courtney Aseltine and Michael 
Whitehead at HHS have been 
approaching ESL instruction (and 
ESL curriculum mapping) using 
CBI (Content Based Instruction). 
CBI is an ESL methodology that 
supports contextualized learning. 
Language learning is embedded in 

content allowing students to make 
greater connections between 
language and content learning… 
and the current Science course 
they are taking! Students in HHS 
proudly present a HOTS prod-
uct – disciplinary literacy skill: 
cause and effect; language func-

tion: explaining C/E; vocabulary: 
transitions for C/E and human 
anatomy. ESL teachers at HHS 
collaborate with Science teachers 
to develop CBI lessons that sup-
port Biology coursework.  

Congratulations to ESL 
Teacher Amy Sidaoui from 
BMF. Her proposal “3-2-1 
Nearpod!” was chosen for 
presentation at the annual 
MATSOL (Massachusetts 

Teachers of Speakers of Other 
Languages) Conference in 
May.
Nearpod is a tool that allows 
students to create interactive 
multimedia presentations 

and provides teachers with 
the facility to monitor class-
room activity and measure 
student results.

SIDAOUI 
TO PRESENT AT MATSOL
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FIRST-GENERATION STUDENTS
Submitted by Nardy Vega, MST Guidance Counselor

A vast majority of the students at the Lawrence 
High School campus are potential first-generation 
college students.  They come from families with low 
incomes or from middle- or higher-income families 
without a college-going tradition. These students 
may come from families who speak languages other 

than English at home or from cultures with differ-
ent postsecondary education systems.  Some have 
parents who support their plans for higher educa-
tion; others are under family or economic pressure 
to enter the workforce right after high school.  Often 
these students and their parents don’t know and 
have misconceptions about college, the application 
process, and financial aid. 

STRATEGIES FOR WORKING 
WITH THESE STUDENTS
Reach out early
Identify your first-generation 
students as early as possible so that 
you can begin to talk with them 
and their families about college 
and what high school course work 
will best prepare them.  Encourage 
your students to begin the con-
versation with their parents about 
college.  Encourage them to visit 
the websites of colleges.  Explain 
the options and importance of the 
standardized tests they may have to 
take.

Involve the family
Working successfully with the 
families of first-generation students 
may take different strategies. You 
will encounter a wide range of atti-
tudes about college, from support-
ive to obstructive. You may have to 
explain college basics or make the 
case for the value of higher educa-
tion. 

Give special help with college 
search process
When discussing college options 
with these students, take time to 
describe the different types of col-
leges and degrees. You may have to 
explain terms such as “Liberal Arts 
College”   or “Bachelor’s Degree.”  
Distinguish between “Public” and 
“Private.”   Talk to students about 
community college. This is a good 
fit for some first-generation stu-
dents. Encourage students to visit 

colleges and college fairs.  If possi-
ble, organize school led trips. 
Be on the lookout for special 
programs 
Be aware that some colleges seek 
to enroll first-generation students. 
Identify these and pass the in-
formation on to your students.   
Colleges often have special open 
houses and visitation programs 
for this population. On campus 
we have programs such as Upward 
Bound, Gear UP, uAspire, Stand 
and Deliver, etc. who cater to these 
types of students and many others. 

Provide extra supports and in-
formation with the application 
process.
 Applying to college can be a very 
stressful process for students.  They 
often do not have supports at home 
to assist them with this process.  
Schools should find ways in which 
they can provide support and 
assistance to students during this 
process.

Provide extra supports and in-
formation with the financial aid 
process
Watch for students’ preconceptions 
that they can’t afford college — or 
the reverse — that they will easily 
get full scholarships. Discourage 
any fixations on “name” colleges 
and focus on finding a good fit for 
each student.   Make sure students 
know that in addition to public 
universities, private colleges may 
be financially feasible thanks to 

scholarships and financial aid.  
Encourage students during their 
junior year to begin collecting and 
organizing documents they will 
need.
Families unfamiliar with college fi-
nancing are easy targets for scams.  
Let students and families know that 
they should not pay anyone to help 
them find scholarships, fill out the 
FAFSA or handle any other aspect 
of the financial aid process. 

Explain what college will be like.
Talk with your students about 
what college will be like. Chances 
are their college will be a culture 
shock for them both academically 
and socially.   They may feel more 
adrift than most first-year college 
students.  Remind them that there 
are always a number of support 
systems on campus.

There are many supports for all 
students seeking college and career 
assistance and these supports are 
not limited to the student support 
providers.  Collectively, all educa-
tors can play an important role in 
helping students achieve any goal. 
If you know of a student who fits 
this criterion, please encourage 
them to begin the college-going 
process sooner rather than later. 
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HANDEL AND HAYDN 
COMES TO LHS!

More than 60 students from Lawrence High were selected to participate in this year’s Collaborative Youth 
Concert. They performed classical pieces by Mozart and Handel at Peabody Veterans Memorial with students 
from Peabody, Lynn Classical and Lynn English High Schools. The concerts are sponsored by the Handel and 
Haydn Society.

LHS Math Teachers 
monthly Focus on 
Math group at work 
deciphering Chuck 
Luongo’s “Fractions 
Circle”
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 Coaching 
in Lawrence is 
unlike coaching 
in any other 
district, es-
pecially field 

hockey. The girls 
come in not knowing what 

field hockey is. Early on, I knew that I 
was coaching more than just the sport of field 
hockey. Each season we spend a lot of time 
discovering what it means to be a team. Many 
girls have never been part of a team 
before and need explicit instruction 
as to what it means to be a team. 
This means we need to teach them 
that means discipline--coming to 
practice even when you don’t want 
to, showing respect to your coaches 
and teammates by showing up on 
times, supporting your teammates 
on the field even if they aren’t your 
best friend. As a coach, it means 
making their practice worthwhile 
and purposeful. It’s these little things 

that make a huge difference. We teach the girls 
early on that they need to be disciplined in order 
to play. If they miss a practice, they won’t play 
in a game. My JV coach has to deal with this 
more than I do because by the time they make 
it to varsity; they know this and adhere to this. 
Once they have the discipline to show up every 
day (and show up on time), it makes the actual 
coaching much easier. There is a mutual level 
of respect between player and coaches. 

FIELD HOCKEY 
COACH KATE QUINLAN
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BOY’S VARSITY BASKETBALL TEAM

VARSITY CO-ED CHEER

Lancer Winter Sports are wrapping 
up after another successful sea-
son. The girl’s track team sent two 
athletes to the state meet and the 
boy’s track team sent eight to state. 
Lancer Cheer enjoyed one of their 

best seasons in recent year (see side 
article). Freshman Michael Her-
nandez placed fourth in the All-
State wrestling meet and qualified 
to the New England tournament.  
The boy’s basketball team qualified 

for the state tournament. The girl’s 
basketball team earned a hard-
fought win over Dracut, graduates 
just two seniors and is building 
towards a successful 2016-2017 
season. 

GIRL’S INDOOR TRACK TEAM

WRESTLING TEAM

GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL BOY’S INDOOR TRACK TEAM

WINTER SPORTS WRAP-UP
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MST NATIONAL HONOR INDUCTEES 2016

The Lancer Co-Ed Cheer teams 
enjoyed a successful season. The 
varsity co-ed cheer team placed 
1st at the Chicopee compe-
tition with the highest score 
in program history. The team 
has set a goal of qualifying for 
state competition next year. 
The Junior Varsity Cheer team 
placed 1st in competitions at 
Leominster and East Provi-
dence. The Lawrence Cheer 
Elite (junior high) program 
placed 1st or 2nd at all five 
competitions this year! The 
team is led by Head Coach 
Katelyn Skerry with assistant 
Melissa Melendez. The JV 
coach, Jomarie Berras, and the 
Cheer Elite coach, Ilumniada 
Garcia, are both alums of the 
program and are excellent 
examples of the strong young 
women we are striving to build. 

The Lawrence Cheerleading Pro-
gram strives to build student-ath-
letes who are strong people - both 
mentally and physically. Cheer-

leading is a true team sport - every 
team member must depend on 
and trust each other in order to be 

successful. Coaches Skerry & Me-
lendez took over the high school 
component of the Lawrence 
Cheerleading program in 2014 
and have worked hard for the past 
two years to build accountabili-

ty as well as improve skills. Our 
improvement has come primarily 
from stressing a TEAM FIRST 
mindset and from proving to our 
student-athletes that we believe in 
them and that they are CAPABLE 
of anything they set their minds 
to. In turn, they have believed in 
themselves and believed in each 
other, which has allowed them to 
improve their skill level and push 
through difficult times. Cheer-
leaders are held to the terms of a 
strict contract that governs their 
behavior both inside and outside 
of cheer to push them to be their 
best. When you build strong wom-
en & men who understand how to 
push themselves past their limits, 
work as a team, and smile through 
pain - you are building a strong 
community. As a program, we are 
continually working towards these 
goals. We are on our way - and we 
anticipate great things to come! 
We would like to thank everyone 
in the LHS & Lawrence communi-
ty for all of their support.

CHEER TEAMS ENJOY SUCCESS!
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Over 200 family members attend-
ed the HLD Awards ceremony on 
Wednesday, March 2nd. The HLD 
PTO put together a buffet meal, 
and students were presented with 
certificates for making Honor 
Roll. Performances by JROTC, 
the Girl’s Ensemble and the LHS 

Dance Company were highlights. 
HLD principal Ted Lombardi said, 
“it’s important that we celebrate 
our best and hardest-working 
students.” Lombardi was quick to 
credit the work of HLD teacher 
Belen Tournas for reaching out 
to parents. Tournas called over 

100 families personally, and also 
reached out to organizations and 
programs that partner with the 
school. Many students and mem-
bers of the PTO also chipped in. 
“Working together, we did the job” 
said Tournas. Congratulations to 
HLD for great parent outreach! 

HLD AWARDS 
NIGHT A SUCCESS!
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Lawrence High School Theater Department
Proudly Presents

Performance Dates 
April 7, 8 and 9 @ 7:00pm 

April 9 @ 2:00pm 
!

April 14, 15 and 16 @ 7:00pm 

April 16 @ 2:00pm

Tickets  

$&.00 Students       
$!0.00 General Admission

Lawrence High School 
Performing Arts Center 

70-71 North Parish Road 
Lawrence, MA  

For more Information or Group Sales 

email pfatheatrecompany@gmail.com 
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Fri Mar 11: Shakespeare & Company production of Twelfth Night in the PAC, 9am

Tue Mar 22-Thu Mar 24: MCAS ELA for 10th graders

Fri Mar 25: No school (Good Friday)

Wed Mar 30: Half Day

Thur Apr 7-Sat Apr 16: Drama Guild production of “Shrek: The Musical”

Fri Apr 8: Last day of third quarter

Mon Apr 11: Fourth Quarter begins, “A” day

Fri Apr 15: Last day of school before April vacation

Mon Apr 25: School resumes, “B” day, Data meeting after school

Fri May 6: LHS Prom at Castleton, 7pm

Tues May 17-Wed May 18: MCAS math for 10th graders

Thur May 19: L-Pin Awards and Alumni Night

Mon May 30: No school, Memorial Day

Wed Jun 1-Thur Jun 2: MCAS STE

Fri Jun 3: Graduation 

Mon Jun 20: Last Day of School (assuming 5 snow days)

Do you know of other important upcoming events? Email Rich Gorham 

(richard.gorham@lawrence.k12.ma.us) and they will be reflected in the next Newsletter

COMING UP SOON!
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Lawrence High School Campus
Class Advisors 2015-2016
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Lawrence High School Campus
Class Advisors 2015-2016

BMF – Shakira Moreta
HHS – Meghan (Brielle) Leonard

HLD – Natalie Ryan
MST – Linette Heredia
PFA – Amanda Drugan

& Tracy Finn
INT –  Katherine Montero 

SOPHOMORE CLASS JUNIOR CLASS
BMF – Juan Cruz

HHS – James Galloway

HLD – Heath Churchill

MST – John Fichera

PFA – Molly McGravey

INT –  Michelle Gilman-Verzi

SENIOR CLASS

BMF – Julia O’Donnell
HHS – Emily McDonald

HLD – Eric Allshouse
MST – Tracy Baillargeon
PFA – Jaclynn Brown &
Mary DeFelice-Notoris

INT – Whimpper Barahona

Cormac Callahan X39206
Juan Cruz  X39167
Mary DeFelice X39099
Brielle Leonard X39351
David Toto  X39151

CAMPUS COLLEGE 

 TOUR LEADERS
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LHS CAMPUS CLUB
ADVISORS 2015-2016

Art Club
John Travlos, PFA

Room E306 
Wednesday

3:00 - 4:00p.m.

Book Club
Stacy Sanzo, ALA

Learning Commons 
Wednesday  

3:00 - 4:00p.m.

Chess Club
Michael Bocchichio, HHS 

Room G302 
Wednesday  

3:00 - 4:00p.m.

Dance Club
Maria Morgan, PFA 

Room B115 
Monday- Friday 
 2:45 - 5:00p.m.

Gay Straight 
Alliance

Kathleen Cetin, PFA
 HHS Room G404 

Thursdays 2:50p.m.

Lawrencian
Newspaper

John Fichera, MST
BMF Room F305

Tuesday & Wednesday 
3:00p.m.

Literary Magazine 
– The Bulletin
Richard Gorham, 

Room B222

Mock Trial
Mary DeFelice, PFA

PFA Room E201 
Wednesday /Thursday 

 3:00-5:00p.m.

National Honor 
Society/L-Pin
Richard Gorham,

Room B222

Recycling Club
Joanne Peters, PFA

Campus
Room A123 

Mondays 3:00p.m.

Robotics Club
Linette Heredia, MST

Room F106 
Wednesday 

 5:30 – 7:45p.m.

Student Leadership 
Council 

Tracy Baillargeon, MST
Library 

 Thursdays 3:00p.m.

Writers’ Club
Molly McGravey, PFA

Room E207 
Thursdays 3:00p.m.

YTE Advisor
David Toto, MST

Room F200
 Tuesday

 2:45-3:45 p.m

Coding Club
Misty Anaya, 

Library
Wednesday 

3:00p.m.

Drumline Advisor
John Helbert, MST

JROTC
TBA

Rubik's Cube Club 
Ms. Buchanan 
Room G-409

Tuesdays  2:45 p.m.
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This edition of the LHS campus newsletter was made possible by:

Richard Gorham – Editor

Vanessa Noesi– Graphic Design

Please email michael.fiato@lawrence.k12.ma.us,

richard. gorham@ lawrence.k12.ma.us &

vanessa.noesimercedes@lawrence.k12.ma.us 

Stay informed and follow:

@lancersSports  @LHSCampus

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS: 
Submissions will be accepted each Wednesday 


