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GRADUATION
 WILL TAKE PLACE ON  

FRIDAY, JUNE 5 
AT 6:00pm

Class of

2015

RAIN OR SHINE
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By Tracy Finn

A day at the zoo is always 
full of fun, especially 
when you’re with good 
friends. Last week my 
junior advisory had the 
privilege of seeing the 
many exotic animals at 
the Franklin Park Zoo. 
Months ago, my colleague 
and good friend Joanne 
Peters mentioned that she 
and her group of spe-
cial-needs students were 
planning a trip to the zoo 
as their annual trip. She 
said this year, my advi-
sory should go too. We 
spent the day visiting all 
types of animals from gi-
raffes, to tigers and even 
gorillas, and the students 
built supportive relation-
ships that have sustained 
ever since. 
Our Advisory’s relation-
ship with her students 
started last year when 

Joanne’s group start-
ed to attend advisory 
in my room with my 
then-sophomores. We’d 
watch the daily agenda 
together, play games, and 
competed in the annual 
Market Basket Halloween 
coloring contest. Since 
combining our adviso-
ries, Joanne’s students 
have made a whole new 
group of friends beyond 
their sub-separate class-
room. What we thought 
would be just an advisory 
activity turned into them 
seeing familiar faces in 
the hallway and friends 
to sit with at lunch. The 
advisory students have 
become peer mentors to 
the sub-separate class and 
I have to say, I’m truly 
happy with the relation-
ships we’ve seen develop 
since. 

A PEER MENTORING COLLABORATION
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Ten Lawrence High School seniors 
were awarded $1000 scholarships 
from the Lawrence Exchange Club 

at the Club’s annual scholarship 
luncheon held at the China Blos-
som Restaurant in North Andover 

on Tuesday, May 19. 
Pictured are Law-
rence’s winners along 
with LHS’ Ron San-
tacroce, chair of the 
scholarship commit-
tee, and Richard Gor-
ham, English Depart-
ment Chair. Winners 
included Annakarina 
Aguila and Yohanna 
Rodriguez from BMF; 
My Huynh, Tran Luu 
and Brian Ramirez 
from MST; Rebecca 
Cruz and Bryan Go-
mez of HLD; Eridania 
Rodriguez of HHS and 
Cynthia Lizardo from 
PFA. 

Congratulations to our seniors!

LHS Seniors honored by 
Lawrence Exchange Club

YTE 7th Annual Project Celebration
Salina Rom MST 
and Maria del la 
Cruz from Sen. 
Barbara L’talien’s 
office
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On Tuesday, May 19, about 300 
Lawrence High School freshman 
and juniors were joined by 20 
guests from Andover High School 

for a motivational speech by Mr. 
Cid Wilson. A proud Domin-
ican-American with roots in 
Washington Heights, New York 

and Bergen Coun-
ty, New Jersey, Mr. 
Wilson earned a 
college degree in 
economics from 
The Ohio State Uni-
versity, then began 
his career work-
ing a mailroom. 
Through hard work 
and perseverance 
he rose through the 
world of Wall Street 
finance to become 
a successful securi-

ties analyst recognized by Fortune 
magazine. Currently, he serves as 
president of the Hispanic Associa-
tion on Corporate Responsibility, 
where he advises Fortune 500 
companies in areas of employment 
and governance. Mr. Wilson also 
serves a number of community 
organizations and on charitable 
boards, including Latino Justice, 
LaRaza, and the NCAACP. In 
2009, President Obama appointed 
Mr. Wilson to the study commis-
sion of the National Museum of 
the American Latino. Mr. Wilson 
urged students to “Plan to achieve 
but dare to exceed,” assuring that 
then, “Great results you will see!”

Motivational Speaker 
Cid Wilson Visits LHS
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On May 15-16, the 
Lawrence High 
School Student Rac-
ing Challenge team, 
Team Adrenaline, 
competed at nation-
als in Houston, Tex-
as, and came away 
with some top hon-
ors. Team Adrena-
line placed 2nd of 35 
teams in the Racing 
category, 2nd in En-
gineering Projects, 
and 7th in Team 
Presentations. The 
ten students who 
represented Law-
rence High School 
had an extraordinary 
experience, and 
returned hungrier for even more. 
“One student came back with a 
notecard with 16 ideas for how we 
can win next year” grinned facul-
ty advisory Mike Lynch, a physics 
teacher at the Health & Human 
Services School. 

Team Adrenaline qualified for 
nationals – for the second year 
in in a row –  on Thursday, April 
30 by defeating teams from nine 
other schools to win the overall 
championship at the New En-
gland STEM League Competition 
held in Malborough, MA. In only 
the second year of their program, 
they unseated the three-time de-
fending championship team from 
the Advanced Math and Science 
Academy. 

Last year, the team qualified to 
compete in the National Compe-
tition in North Carolina, and that 
fueled their resolve to try to do 
even better this year. According 
to Lynch, “the big difference this 
year is that we made such gains in 
the business presentation and the 
engineering project categories.  
The club developed a complete 
business plan and a sustainable 
energy project by building a 
working model of a wind-driven 
turbine generator.” At New En-
glands, the team took 1st, 1st, and 
2nd place in the driving compe-
titions, gave a three-minute oral 
presentation of the club’s goals 
and business plan, and presented 
and defended their engineering 
project before a panel of judges 

who were professional engineers 
and business people. By taking 
the overall title, the team won a 
prize of $3,000 towards expenses 
to compete at Nationals. (The 
remainder of the $6,500 cost was 
underwritten by the Lawrence 
Public Schools thanks to Superin-
tendent Riley.) 
 
According to HHS junior 
Handerlin Rodriguez, who drives 
the race car, “Mr. Ketchen en-
couraged me. I love cars, I love 
racing. We learn team work and 
communication.” 

The Student Racing Challenge 
is part of a larger organization 
called the National Stem League. 
(See this website for graphics and 
info:   http://www.nationalstem-

TEAM ADRENALINE 
EXCELS AT NATIONALS!

Continues
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league.com/)
They sponsor year-long competi-
tions that involve amassing points 
for successful completion of vari-
ous challenges which range from 
math to business to graphic design 
to engineering, all using the plat-
form of racing remote controlled 
1/10 scale cars. In the summer 
of 2013, Mr. Paul Neal, Princi-
pal of HHS, was presented with 
the opportunity to participate in 
this nationwide STEM program, 
and had the vision to see what a 

tremendous thing this could be for 
Lawrence students. He called Mr. 
Lynch and convinced him to give 
it a try. The rest is history!
 
Lynch added, “Mr. Provost and I 
are so thrilled for these students.  
They are great kids!  Although 
our little club has had its ups and 
downs this year, in the end, these 
students came through when they 
had to and performed so well 
under pressure.  I am especially 
proud of their work on the wind 

turbine and also the work they are 
doing with 3-D CAD design of 
airfoils and scoops for our RC cars 
to improve their aerodynamics 
and overall performance.  They are 
gaining such valuable experience 
in high school that will pave their 
way into some amazing futures.  
I believe we’ll be hearing about 
some of these students achiev-
ing amazing things someday.  It 
is a privilege to be a part of their 
story.”

The Lawrence City Council, 
through Councilor Kendrys 
Vasquez, presented to the Youth 
Tech Entrepreneur (YTE) College 
Ready team, a resolution, recog-
nizing the team for the following:
WHEREAS: Masiel currently 
attends Lawrence High School and 
is a proud resident of the City of 
Lawrence.
WHEREAS: Masiel is an active 
member of the College Ready – 

Youth Tech Entrepreneurs Venture 
Project; 
WHEREAS: Masiel and her fellow 
classmates and YTE members 
are leaving a legacy for the next 
generation of students by creat-
ing a website that will help them 
navigate the confusing landscape 
of college preparation.
WHEREFORE, We, the Members 
of the City Council for the City of 
Lawrence, MA. by and through 

this RESOLUTION, wish 
Msiel continued success and 
many more healthy years 
and hereby set our hands 
and cause the Seal of the 
City of Lawrence, Massa-
chusetts to be affixed hereto 
this fifth day of May, Two 
Thousand and Fifteen.

College Ready  
team members:
My Huynh
Emily Castillo
Masiel Reyes
Leticia Rosario
Special kudos to Brian 
Ramirez for his assistance 

for making the web site possible.
NECN highlighted the College 
Ready team in a “Making the 
Grade” segment on their Tuesday 
April 28, 2015 programming.  The 
video is still available for viewing 
at:
http://www.necn.com/news/
new-england/Massachu-
setts-High-School-Asking-
for-a-Visit-From-Michelle-
Obama-301586421.html

Lawrence City Council Resolution to 
College Ready YTE Team 
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1. What is Career Day about? 
*It offers an opportunity for our 
student to be introduced to various 
careers and the steps they need to 
achieve those job prospects, in-
cluding building their resumes and 
attending college.
2. Who were the students able to 
attend the event? 
*All HHS students attended the 
event.
3. How were the organizations 
that attend Career Day chosen? 
*We invited guests from various 
organizations including a plethora 
of career people that could expose 
our students to different careers, col-
lege panelists that represented both 
community and four-year colleges; 
and organizations from the commu-
nity that offered job opportunities, 
health and wellness programs as 
well as volunteer opportunities for 
our students.

HHS Career Day
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4. What where some of the orga-
nizations that attend Career Day? 
*Red Cross, Yahoo, DCF (Lawrence 
and Lowell), YWCA, Merrimack 
Valley Credit Union, Santand-
er Bank, NECC, UMASS Lowell 
School of Nursing, Greater Lawrence 
Health Clinic, The DLC Law Group, 
OSFA, Lawrence Police Dept, Law-
rence Fire Dept, uAspire, Stand and 
Deliver, Upward Bound, Gear Up, 
Elevated Thought, Valley Works, 
YPFF, YDO, Girl Scouts, Healthy 
Future, SNHU, Middlesex Com-
munity College, Lincoln Tech, and 
many more. 
5.What did you like most about 
Career Day? 
*Students were able to connect all 
of the phases necessary to achieve 
professional success in one day.
6.What is the one thing that most 
surprised you about the event?  
*There wasn’t a large amount of 
surprises with the event as our hopes 
were to educate the HHS communi-
ty about how to prepare themselves 
to reach their dreams and we believe 
we reached that goal.
7.Who were the coordinators of 
career Day? 
Monaliza Peña, HHS, Gear Up 
College Counselor
Andrew Minihan, HHS, History 
Teacher
 Aliali Belkus, HHS, English 
Teacher
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Girls’ Summer Program Opportunity
July 7, 2015-July 30, 2015

9am-12pm

The Girl Scouts of Eastern Mas-
sachusetts and Lawrence High 
School are partnering up for an 
intensive STEM instructional 
course this summer. A group 
of 30 girls will study the cause 
and effects of excessive heat in 
the City of Lawrence.  Known as 
“Heat Islands”, urban centers like 
Lawrence can suffer the ill effects 

of excessive temperatures in the 
summertime. The girls will use 
sophisticated equipment such as 
thermal cameras to collect data 
and peruse why this phenomena 
occurs.  Students will have the op-
portunity to work on case studies, 
analyze data that they collect in 
the field, meet STEM experts and 
go on field trips. The Heat Island 

project will culminate with an 
informational video for local TV 
and a presentation of their pro-
posed solution on this issue.  This 
program is free and runs from 
July 7th to the 30th every Tuesday 
and Thursday from 9am-12pm. 

How can you influence change in the city of Lawrence?

Please contact George Masterson, room 400 (BMF) or Tim Palladino, room 400 (MST) if you have a stu-
dent who may be interested in rewarding opportunity. Spaces are first come, first serve. Space is limited! 
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Venture Project Celebration 
2015 winners

1st Place
College Ready web site

 Leticia Rosario 
Masiel Reyes
My Huynh

Emily Castillo

2nd  Place 
Coding Club

Brian Ramirez  
Elvis Medina
Ronni Rivera

3rd Place
Yearbook

 Jaydan Duran 
Michaela Gimas

Over $2500.00 in cash and prizes were awarded on Friday May 18th

Track   won the 
MVC Division 
2 Title  small 
school
 

Volleyball  won 
the MVC Divi-
sion 2  Title
 

Baseball is head-
ed to the State 
tournament
 

Boys Tennis had 
4 individuals and 
2 double teams 
qualified for the 
state tournament

Girls Tennis has 
won 3 matches 
this year.

Spring Sports Recap
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After an entire academic year 
of entrepreneurial learning and 
business development activi-
ties, three teams of BMF stu-
dent entrepreneurs presented 
their business plans at the New 
England Regional Network for 
Teaching Entrepreneurship 
(NFTE) competition at Bab-
son College on May 21st, 2015.   
Competition included hundreds 
of students from Massachu-
setts and Connecticut, which 
was then narrowed down to 35 
semifinalists competing for the 
title of NFTE New England Re-
gional Winners.   All of the stu-
dents represented themselves, 
Lawrence High School and the 

City of Lawrence with confidence 
and pride.  Miguel Ponce and Yira 
Reyes earned an honorable men-
tion with their gift delivery service 
business, Y & M Celebrations.   
Juleysis Marrero and Lindsey 
Costello earned one of six spots 
in the final round of the compe-

tition presenting Trend-abetics, a 
fashionable blood glucose monitor 

case for diabetics.  
Tamara Rodriguez 
and Yoanna Ro-
driguez rose to the 
top as the winners 
of the regional 
competition with 
STAR ATHLETES, 
a video produc-
tion company that 
creates professional 
highlight videos 
for high school 
athletes to help 

them get noticed and recruited 
by colleges.   Tamara and Yoanna 
won $1,000 cash and $1,000 in 
scholarships which will be pre-
sented to them at the Ernst and 
Young Entrepreneurial Gala on 
June 4th at the Marriot Copley 
Place.  Tamara and Yoanna will 
also go on to represent NFTE 
New England and Lawrence High 
School at the National Youth En-
trepreneurship Challenge in New 
York City on October 6, 2015, 
competing against NFTE Regional 
winners from across the coun-
try with the aspirations of being 

named 
the 
NFTE 
National 
Youth 
Business 
Plan 
Chal-
lenge 
Champi-
ons.  

BMF Entrepreneurs
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HLD/HHS Lawrence  P rep Car  C lean ing  
Serv i ce 

HLD/HHS Car Cleaning 
    Weather permitting 

 

Your car can be cleaned while you teach! 

Date of Sale: Spring 
2015 

   Car Wash, Window cleaning & Vacuum 
 

                     $7.50 Interior Cleaning/$7.50 Exterior Cleaning 

          Students will be supervised 
 

    Please take precautions & remove valuables 

            Please call 39001 or 39357 for appointment 

 

HLD/HHS 
70-71 North Parish Road 

Lawrence, MA 01843 
Robert.thompson@lawrence.k12.ma.us 
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This edition of the LHS campus newsletter was made possible by:
Richard Gorham – Editor

Vanessa Noesi– Graphic Design
Please email michael.fiato@lawrence.k12.ma.us and  

vanessa.noesi-merced@lawrence.k12.ma.us your stories by the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of the month if you would like to contribute.

Stay informed and follow:
@lancersSports @LHSCampus


