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FINANCIAL LITERACY CLASS

An enthusiastic group of LHS 
Upper School students recent-
ly completed a semester long 
Financial Capability Program 
sponsored by ACT Lawrence 
and Merrimack College.  The 
program consisted of classes in 
Setting Financial Goals, Manag-
ing Your Money, Borrowing and 
Student Loans as well as Pro-
tecting Your Money after Grad-
uation.  Students were also 
given the opportunity to tour 
Merrimack College campus 
where they observed college 
level classes and were active 
participants in Professor Silva's 
class.
Last week, students were rec-
ognized with a small but special 
ceremony.  Before the cere-
mony students filled out sur-
veys discussing how they felt 
about the program.  Responses 
ranged from; I wish we could 
meet with this program more to 
what if this program became a 
subject for school or I am glad 
I now know about credit cards.  
The students who participated 

were very engaged and felt 
supported by their Merrimack 
Coaches.
 
As part of the program, they 
got to tour Merrimack College 
and they represented Lawrence 
High School. They got to sit 
in on a College level Financial 
Behavior Class where Merri-
mack students were presenting 
their finals and LHS students 
were very much active partici-
pants.  Many raised their hands 
and answered questions the 
presenters were asking, some 
volunteered to be part of their 
activities while others asked 
amazing and very insightful 
questions.
 
The Financial Capability Center 
at Merrimack College, in part-
nership with Lawrence High 
School and ACT Lawrence, 
matches LHS students with a 
Merrimack College coach for a 
three-month financial coach-
ing program. Throughout the 
program, LHS students attend 

workshops and meet with their 
coaches one-on-one to work 
towards achieving their finan-
cial goals. By the end of the 
semester, students learn about 
goal setting, budgeting, saving, 
credit cards, student loans, and 
identity theft. Most important-
ly, students build strong finan-
cial habits that lead to financial 
well-being. 
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GAME CHANGE IS HERE!
By Melissa Melendez: Game 
Change is HERE!  The Mentors 
in Violence Prevention (MVP) 
Program is a leadership pro-
gram focused on preventing all 
forms of gender based vio-
lence, especially men’s violence 
against wom-
en.   MVP is 
the premier 
program in 
the coun-
try working 
with athletic 
groups on 
these issues.   
The MVP 
program 
is the first 
large-scale 
attempt to 
enlist high 
school, col-
legiate and 
professional 
athletes in 
the fight 
against vio-
lence.  We 
are very excited that the pro-
gram has started at LHS.  This 
past Monday, 23 upperclass-
man began the 3-day training 
which is taking place on cam-
pus.  Tiana Ortiz describes her 
first day at training.

“My experience on the first day 
of game change was very inter-
esting. Being a very outspoken 
student I was happily surprised 
to see that the other athlete 
students were just as much as 
excited and very engaged as 
I was. The two trainers Carol 
and Betsy, were very much 

prepared. We did a couple of 
ice breaker activities to get to 
know the students better and 
get to know the trainers better 
as well. The activities definitely 
helped and got the group more 
comfortable. Another thing we 

did was go over some real life 
scenarios and talk about what 
our options, and what could 
we do if this were to occur 
in any of our day to day lives. 
Something that the trainers 
had us to was take a stand 
on a very abstract statement. 
Like for example they would 
read a scenario and we would 
have to say whether we agreed 
disagreed or were unsure. This 
sparked a lot of conversation 
and had the group really val-
idating others opinions. To-
wards the end of the day we 
watched a real life video of 

a form of domestic violence.  
Doing the different activities I 
believe the whole group really 
had a full understanding of the 
video and the message that 
was portrayed and seeing what 
the girl did and how there was 

so many 
other 
options 
really had 
an impact, 
I believe 
on all the 
students. 
The day 
was very 
success-
ful in my 
opinion 
and when 
all the 
students 
spoke 
about 
how they 
felt it was 
nice to 
see how 

everyone truly enjoyed the 
training and how we’re lucky to 
have been chosen because we 
recognize that we are leaders 
now and it’s our responsibility 
to get the message across and 
understanding the role of a 
game changer.”
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HHS-10GA TALENT SHOW
On the day before Thanksgiv-
ing break, the students of 10GA 
and HHS came together for a 
spirited talent show in the PAC. 
Featuring fifteen acts, the show 
highlighted the talent and hard 
work of many Lawrence High 
School students, and a few 
teachers to boot. The event 
was organized by the Student 
Council and MC’d by Anthony 
Gil of HHS. 
The event kicked off with a per-
formance by the band directed 
by Ryan Solero including stu-
dents from 10GA, Abbot and 
HHS. Aliyah Barbosa and Maria 
Corneil followed, singing King 
by Lauren Aqila, and Riptide by 
Vance Joide. Jesus Diaz per-
formed Can’t Help Falling in 
Love With You on saxophone. 
Ashley Araujo sang If I Were 
A Boy by Beyonce, and Nate 

Garces entertained with the 
Black and White Pokemon 
Theme Song.  Next, a brave and 
talented group of teachers - 
Sarah Masterson, Natalie Ryan, 
Katie Cetin, Cormac Callahan, 
Vivian Buchanan, Mike Mar-
cinonis and Michelle Gould 
– entertained the crowd with 
a skit poking fun at teachers 
and students. After Reymundo 
Sanchez performed Love Your-
self by Justin Bieber and Sian-
ni Abate sang Make it to Me 
by Sam Smith, the Step Team 
performed. Vaellasha Lantigua 
sang Someone Like You by 
Adele, Daniela Diaz performed 
Warrior by Demi Lovato and 
Gabriela Garcia belted out 
Crazy in Love by Sofia Karlberg. 
Gabriela Rosario brought down 
the house with a stunning 
performance of Dolly Parton’s 

I Will Always Love You in the 
style of Whitney Houston. The 
event ended with a Manne-
quin Challenge that involved 
the entire crowd of some 900 
students. 
Holly Jones, 10GA ELA teacher, 
observed, “As the kids would 
say, it was maa lit.” She add-
ed, “The sophomores were 
pumped to be a part of the 
school culture.” Michelle Gould 
was impressed with the respect 
afforded to the performers by 
the audience. “When Nate per-
formed the students could tell 
he was nervous. They showed 
him respect and supported 
him.”  As always Lawrence High 
students demonstrated their 
talent, hard work and empathy, 
and had a good time doing it.  

The Student Mental Health 
Task Force is a group of stu-
dent leaders dedicated to rais-
ing awareness on topics related 
to mental health and wellness 
in schools. The group’s mission 
is to bring issues to the sur-
face that are not usually talk-
ed about among the student 
body but affect all students in 
a profound way. The group’s 
most recent event centered on 
the topic of anxiety and worry: 
what it is, how to cope with it, 
and where to go for help.  The 
Task Force is looking forward 
to many more events to come 
and is always looking for new 
student members. For more 

information about the group, email us at: LHSmentalhealthtaskforce@gmail.com

STUDENT MENTAL HEALTH TASK FORCE
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COMMUNITY CLUB FUNDRAISER 
FOR DAYBREAK SHELTER

The Lancers Care Community Club members are working very hard on a Christmas fundraiser 
to help the Daybreak Shelter in Lawrence. The Club is selling ornaments through Upper School 
Seminar classes to decorate the Holiday tree in the cafeteria. The Thanksgiving Fundraiser was 
very successful. People at the shelter were very thankful for our visit and the donations.

Happy Holidays from the Lawrence Teacher’s Union!

Meetings on the first Wednesday of every month, after school

January 4, February 1, March 1, April 5, May 3, June 7
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LHS CHEER PLACES AT STATE

The Lawrence High School 
Varsity Cheerleading team had 
a very successful fall season. 
Coaches Skerry and Melen-
dez took over the high school 
component of the Lawrence 
Cheerleading program in 2014 
and have worked hard for over 
two years to build and expand 
a strong cheer program.  The 
Lawrence Cheer Program now 
consists of a Varsity, Junior 
Varsity, and a middle school 
competition squad called Law-

rence Cheer Elite, coached by 
Kayla Rosario and Kate Reilly. 
A freshman squad will begin 
in the winter 2016-2017 sea-
son. The goals of the program 
include building strong young 
men and women as students, 
athletes, and people. Over the 
past two years, the squad has 
struggled through injury, heart-
break, and missed opportuni-
ties. At the same time, we have 
grown stronger together as a 
program. This fall, the varsity 

squad earned the MVC Cham-
pionship title and went on to 
place 2nd in the regional cham-
pionships, finally ending the 
season placing 7th in the state 
championships. This season is 
the first time in program histo-
ry that Lawrence cheerleading 
program has qualified for the 
state championships. We hope 
in the next seasons to come 
we strive to become better and 
become greater than we were 
the seasons before. 

If at all possible, please refrain from taking a student’s medical paperwork.  Not only are there 
sometimes sensitive things noted, we are having problems with a lag in the time it takes to get here 
once students turn in, or not getting the information at all.  This can and will prevent students from 
participating in extra-curricular activities as well as field trips.  If a student wants to turn in some-
thing medical (besides an excuse note), please ask them to bring to the health office before school, 
after school, or at lunch.  Thank you so much for your cooperation in this matter.

A  NOTE FROM THE NURSE
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CAREER & LEADERSHIP DAY
By Dr. Edward Reynoso: This 
past week LHS Campus held 
its third Career and Leader-
ship Workshops with fourteen 
workshops for BMF & MST 
seniors. Presented by profes-
sionals from different fields, 
workshops included Identify-
ing Your Passion Through The 
Arts, A Healthy Lawrence, and 
from one of our own teachers, 
Infusing Music Into Physics. 
These workshops exposed 
our students to profession-
als in different careers who 
shared their experience and 

educational background and 
the amount of preparation it 
takes to go through before 
the right job is found.  One of 
our guests, DJ Lust, presented 
the business and marketing 
aspects of the music industry.  
During the presentation he 
shared about market shares, 
brands, and ways to market a 
product.  Our students were 
exposed to vocabulary such 
as line extension, record label, 
digital footprint, blogs, oth-
er words that are commonly 
used in our marketing and 

business courses.  Special 
thanks to Mr. Gelsomini, his 
workshop focused on fre-
quency and vibration through 
music and colors. Mr. Gelso-
mini brought in several musi-
cal instruments and used lab 
equipment to illustrate sound, 
standing waves, vibrations, 
and optics.  Steve MacDonald 
did an IT Essentials workshop, 
as well.

On Friday evening, December 9th, a team of Lawrence High School faculty took on the boy’s 
JV basketball team in friendly competition. The game inspired all to pursue the goals of Lancer 
Sportsmanship and was fun for all – at least until the next morning, when some faculty were feel-
ing the burn in their tired muscles!

LHS FACULTY TAKE ON THE JV
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SPOTLIGHT ON LHSC STAFF
Courtney Ryan

WHAT QUALI-
FICATIONS DO 
YOU NEED TO 
BE A EVALU-
ATION TEAM 
FACILITATOR 
(ETF)?

g  Teaching li-
cense in Special 
Education
g  Bachelors and 

Masters degrees
g  Organized- experience with crisis manage-
ment- significant background in SPED law

HOW LONG HAVE YOU WORKED IN 
LAWRENCE? 
Four years. This year I am working with 10GA, 
RISE, HHS, and ENLACE

AS A CHILD, WHAT DID YOU WANT TO DO 
WHEN YOU GREW UP?   
I wanted to sing on Broadway

LIST FIVE WORDS TO DESCRIBE YOUR JOB:
Hectic, crazy, rewarding, interesting & fulfilling
DO YOU HAVE ANY PETS?  
Yes, I have a lab/pit bull mix (maybe) named Rux-
in. He is black, one year old and weights almost 
sixty pounds. He thinks he is a lap dog!

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE FOOD?  
Mexican

WHAT IS YOUR PET PEEVE?  
People who drive slow in the fast lane

WHAT IS ONE THING MANY PEOPLE HERE 
AT SCHOOL MAY NOT KNOW ABOUT YOU?  
I love to sing. I was very active in school and in 
community productions as a soloist. 

WHAT IS THE LAST GOOD BOOK THAT YOU 
READ?  
Bridgett Jones’ Baby- the Diaries by Helen Field-
ing

STUDENT AMBASSADOR
PROGRAM KICKS OFF!

By Carlos Cordero: The LHS Student Ambas-
sador Program had a successful start.  Each 
Upper School mentor was assigned two or 
three current International School students 
to become their peer leader for the remain-
der of this school year.  At the kickoff event 
held during Advisory time on December 2, 
the students met in small groups to discuss 
challenges that arise from transitioning to 
the upper schools. 75 total students partici-
pated.
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LHS STUDENTS VISIT MIDDLESEX

By Esther Peralta: On December 8th, thirty-four students from across the LHS campus attended a 
field trip to Middlesex Community College, to attend an event called Pathways to Success. During 
this field trip students were able to sit in on current classes such as Criminal Law. While in this class 
students engaged in the class lecture and the professor encouraged them to participate. They loved 
the college class atmosphere, and were fascinated with the professor’s style. They also attended 
workshops, such as in financial aid, student activities on campus, and transfer options. 

MACAC EVENT A SUCCESS!
During the week of Monday December 5, seniors 
from across the campus attended the Gear Up 
Massachusetts College Acceptance Celebration 
(MACAC) event in the Lancer Learning Lab. 
Students met with admissions officers, Gear Up 
counselors, and guidance counselors to prepare 
and review college applications. Several colleges 
offered “on the spot” college acceptances. 
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PEACE AND UNITY WEEK
During the 
week of Mon-
day December 
19, Lawrence 
High School 
celebrated 
Peace and Uni-
ty Week with a 
series of activi-
ties designed to 
promote Peace 
and Unity in 
our school, our 
community 
and our world.  
The event was 
designed to 
help us reflect 
on the meaning 
of Peace and Unity in our school, 
our community, and our world. 

Schedule for the Week
Monday: Ribbon distribution in 

the cafeteria 
during lunch. 
We are asking 
that everyone 
wear the ribbon 
all week.
Tuesday: Reflec-
tion on Peace, 
Poster & Photo 
Booth in the 
cafeteria
Wednesday: 
Flower Sale
Thursday: White 
Day – wear 
White to pro-
mote Peace & 
Unity

UPPER SCHOOL POETRY SLAM

On Wednesday evening, the Upper School hosted a poetry slam in the Learning Commons. More than 45 
students attended to hear the work of more than 15 performers. Thanks to Mr. Fonseca and the Community 
Club for organizing the event!
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STUDENTS VISIT THE ADDISON

Last week, students from Ms. 
Iyore’s photography class in 
10GA visited the Addison Gal-
lery of American Art on the 
campus of Phillips Academy 
in Andover, MA to study the 
show Manzanar: Photographs 
by Ansel Adams. As described 
on the Addison’s website, “An 
important historical docu-

ment and work of art, this 
renowned series touches on 
a wide range of topics from 
documentary photography 
and the politics of representa-
tion to U.S. and world history, 
race, and identity.” The Addi-
son Gallery offers free admis-
sion to all, and provides free 
busses for Lawrence students. 

Teachers interested in making 
a field trip to the Gallery are 
invited to contact Director 
of Outreach Christine Jee at 
cjee@andover.edu, or speak 
to Ms. Longo, Mr. Gorham, 
Ms. Lizardo, Ms. Iyore, Mr. 
Allshouse, Ms. Foster or Mr. 
Travlos. 
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UPPER SCHOOL FAMILY NIGHT 
AND HOLIDAY CONCERT

The Upper School held a Family 
Night and Holiday Concert on 
Thursday December 8th. Fac-
ulty, students and their families 
gathered for a meal and to spread 
holiday good cheer, then enjoyed 

a concert featuring the Upper 
School musical groups, including 
Concert Band, Woodwind Duet, 
Jazz Band, Gospel Choir, Girls’ 
Ensemble and Drumline, and a 
special visit from Santa Claus! The 

event brought together the Upper 
School community is a spirit of 
fellowship and togetherness. 



ADVISORS 2016-2017

Art Club
John Travlos   |   Room E306  

 Wednesdays  |  3:15 - 4:00pM

Sondra Longo   |   room E102

Mondays  |   3:00 - 4:00pM

book club

Michael Bocchichio   |    Room H406

Thursdays   |   3:00 - 4:00pM

Chess Club

Misty Anaya |  room C107

Mondays  |  3:00 - 4:00pM

Coding Club

Maria Morgan   |  Room B115

Monday- Friday  |  2:45 - 5:00pM

Dance Club

John Helbert | JROTC- Room B123

Every other Wednesday |  2:45 - 3:55pM

Drumline Advisor

Kathleen Cetin  |  Room G206

Thursdays  | 2:50pM

Gender & Sexuality Alliance (GSA)

John Fichera   |  Room F305

Tuesdays & Thursdays   | 3:00pM

Lawrencian Newspaper

GSA

(IF NEEDED)

Literary Magazine- The Bulletin

                     Richard Gorham  |  Room B222

Mary DeFelice  |  Room D300

Tuesdays/Thursdays  | 3:00 - 5:00pM

Mock Trial

National Honor Society/L-Pin
Richard Gorham  |  Room B149

1st Monday of the Month  |  3:00pm

Linette Heredia & Ana Shapiro | Room H102

Wednesdays |  5:45 - 7:30pM

Robotics Club

Ms. Buchanan  |  Room G208

Tuesdays  |  2:45pM

Rubik’s Cube Club

Tracy Baillargeon  |   Library

Thursdays    |  3:00pM

Student Leadership Council

Molly McGravey |  Room H400

Tuesdays | 3:00 - 4:00pM

Writers’ Club

Tamara Lobo & Krista Lamontagne   |  Room E105

Wednesdays   | 3:00 - 4:00pM

Yearbook Advisors

David Toto  |   Room - F200

Wednesdays  |  2:45 - 3:45pM

YTE Advisor
lAWRENCE HIGH SCHOOL

70-71 NORTH PARISH ROAD

lAWRENCE MA  01843

LHS CAMPUS CLUB
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THIS EDITION OF THE LHS CAMPUS  

NEWSLETTER WAS MADE POSSIBLE BY:

RICHARD GORHAM – EDITOR

VANESSA NOESI– GRAPHIC DESIGN

PLEASE EMAIL 

MICHAEL.FIATO@LAWRENCE.K12.MA.US,

RICHARD. GORHAM@ LAWRENCE.K12.MA.US &

VANESSA.NOESIMERCEDES@LAWRENCE.K12.MA.US

STAY INFORMED AND FOLLOW:

@LANCERSSPORTS @LHSCAMPUS


