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HEADMASTER’S UPDATE
Dear Staff, 
As we close out the school year, I want to thank you for all of your hard work 
on behalf of our students. Thanks to you, our drop-out rate is decreasing, our 
graduation numbers are rising, and we are doing a better job preparing students 
for colleges and careers. Still, more work remains. 

It will be a busy summer on campus, as we run Summer School (we hope you are 
able to join us at Summer Graduation on August 3rd, at 5pm), and with ongoing 
work on curriculum and school culture. A number of extra-duty positions are 
available. Please check the extra-duty postings on-line to see if there is a role 
that is appropriate for you. 

Next year, we hope to leverage the successes of this year and complete the final 
phase of the high school redesign by expanding our Upper School models for 
dual enrollment, career pathways, and a stronger Seminar program. Next year 
is also our self-study year in preparation for our NEASC re-accreditation visit 
in the spring of 2019. We recognize that the entire campus will use Extended 
Learning Time next year, which should provide us opportunities for more 
frequent collaboration and deeper work on curriculum and exploring the NEASC 
Standards. We will provide opportunities for staff to reflect on and evaluate the 
LHS Redesign as we seek continuous improvement. 

I have great confidence in our abilities to be successful both in the NEASC 
process and in preparing all of our graduates for post-secondary success, 
because of the hard work of staff and students. 

Enjoy your summer. I hope you are able to spend time with friends and family 
and rejuvenate. We are excited for the 2017-2018 school year. 

Best, 
Mike
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GRADUATION!

On a brilliantly sunny spring 
evening filled with joy and 
optimism, 732 seniors picked 
up their diplomas at 
the 166th graduation 
ceremony of Lawrence 
High School, held on 
Friday, June 2nd, 2017, 
at Veteran’s Memorial 
Stadium. Another 
estimated one hundred 
students are on-track to 
receive their diplomas 
at the Summer School 
graduation on August 
3rd. The total class of 
832 students projects 
to be the largest in 
recent memory, and will 
approach the largest 
ever in Lawrence High School 
history. 
In addition to Mayor Daniel 
A. Rivera ’89, Superintendent 
Jeffrey C. Riley, and Campus 
Headmaster Michael A. Fiato 
’85, six students spoke at 
graduation. In his speech, “My 
Journey,” INT valedictorian 

Saul Osoria, who came to the 
US just over one year ago, said 
that Lawrence High School has 

taught him, “if I want to pursue 
a higher education I need to be 
persistent and determined.” 
BMF valedictorian Anny 
Heredia remembered the 
people who impacted her 
life at Lawrence High School, 
including her freshman English 
teacher: “Let us remember 

Sandra Smith as she smiles 
proudly at us from above. Ms. 
Smith died of cancer in the 

summer of 2015.” 
MST valedictorian Diego 
Marroquin compared the 
challenges of figuring out one’s 
goals in life to solving a Rubik’s 
Cube, and urged his classmates 
to “have fun solving your 
Rubik's Cube.”  
HHS Valedictorian Melanny 
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Felix quoted street poet Big 
Sean, Dora the Explorer, 

and her own mother in a 
wide-ranging address, 
urging her classmates 
“We’ve climbed this 
mountain but do not let 
this be your peak. Strive 
for more.” 

PFA Valedictorian 
Brianna Romero 
delivered the Class Poem, 
“What They Tell You,” 
which is reprinted in its 
entirety elsewhere in this 
Newsletter. 
HLD’s Elianne 
Delacruz, the Campus 
Valedictorian, addressed 
her classmates last: 
“As we finish the final 
chapter of our high 
school career, I realize that 
there is an immense and 
astounding difference between 
school and real life. In school 
we are taught a lesson and 

then given a test, but in life we 
are given a test that teaches us 

a lesson, and that is where our 

courage will always continue to 
shine through.”
The Lawrence High School 
band performed and the 
Girls’ Ensemble performed 

the National Anthem, and 
Don’t Say Goodbye, an 

LHS graduation tradition. 

Jose Herrera and the Junior 
ROTC Color Guard led the 
Salute to the Flag. The LHS 
Band performed “Pomp and 
Circumstance.” 
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Among the graduates were 72 
students from the High School 
Learning Center, 21 from the 
International High School, 15 
from the School for Exceptional 
Studies, 22 from Phoenix 
Academy, and 13 from out-of-
district schools. These students 
overcame particular obstacles 
in their pursuit of an education, 
and are to be commended for 
their efforts. 
A host of awards and 
scholarships were presented to 
seniors, both at the Graduation 

Rehearsal on June 1st, and at 
the ceremony itself, including 
awards for outstanding 
students in English, Math, 
Science, Art, Music, and Social 
Studies. The Gilbert E. Hood 
medal to the student who “has 
done the most for himself or 
herself and the school” went 
to Dario Guerrero. The Edward 
F. Cregg Medal to “the student 
who, because of his or her 
success as an athlete, has won 
commendation… and upheld 
the reputation of Lawrence 

High School for honest, 
wholesome sportsmanship” was 
presented to Delky Deluna. 
Thanks to LPS Media and to the 
Eagle Tribune for the photos 
of graduation. Check out 
Eagle-Tribune photos on-line 
at http://www.eagletribune.
com/gallery/slideshow-law-
rence-high-school-graduation/
collection_202d1e0-4803-
11e7-b4a0-975fc92ca4e9.html 
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PFA’s valedictorian, Brianna 
Romero, Class of 2017, delivered 
the Class Poem at the 166th 
graduation exercises on Friday, 
June 2nd.  Her poem 
is reprinted in its 
entirety below. 

What They Tell You
What they tell you 
is that you’ll never 
make it
If you’re born in 
Lawrence, raised in 
Lawrence, you’re 
going to stay in 
Lawrence.
What they tell you 
is that this is the city 
of the damned and 
you’re trapped.
What they tell you 
is that this city is 
ghetto and occupied 
by crime and lower 
class living.
What they tell you 
is that us inner city 
kids are dangerous 
and are destined to be failures.
What they tell you is that we 
are tough to the point where 
teachers lose control and fights 
always break out. 
What they tell you is that we 
were all bound to drop out at 
some point in our “high school 
lives” 

But what they don’t tell you is 
that dropout rates plummeted. 
Last year only 4.1% of Hispan-
ics dropped out in Lawrence.
What they don’t tell you is that 
people choose to live in Law-
rence for the genuine love they 
feel for the city and choose to 
make our city better.
What they don’t tell you is that 

Hispanics are more likely now 
to enroll and apply to college 
than Caucasians are. 
What they don’t tell you is 

that these stereotypes will not 
define you once you walk out 
those gates.
What they don’t tell you is that 
if you feed into what people tell 
you, and let these little voices 
project their fears onto you, 
you won’t live (Taraji P. Henson)
What they don’t tell you is that 
it gets harder before it gets 
easier.

With the words, “Never Lose 
Hope” inked across his chest, 
Michael Maysonet wants you 
to follow his footsteps and nev-
er lose hope in any obstacles 
you may encounter.

Greyshaly Ortiz claims that 

“Even though you may face 
some obstacles along the way, 
stay positive because things 
will always get better.”

Chris Vega said, “No matter 
how far or how unrealistic a 
dream may seem, all that mat-
ters is that you’re still trying to 
reach for it. As long as you’re 
chasing and reaching for your 
dreams you’ll soon realize with 
each day how close you are 
getting to finally grasp it and 
make it a reality.”

Juan Hoggins wants you to 
never give up on yourself 
because anything is possible, if 
you believe it, you can achieve 
it.

Genesis Toledo wants you to 
"Have determination and moti-
vation. Become the future you 
want to see in everyone. You 
can do that with hope.”

Eliannee De La Cruz said, 
“There is an immense and 
astounding difference between 
school and real life, in school 
we are taught a lesson and 
then given a test  but in life we 
are given a test that teaches us 
a lesson and that is where our 
courage will always continue to 
shine through.”

I hope that when you listen to 
all the words people will tell 
you that you will not feed into 
their negative energy but that 
you will proceed to accomplish 
great things and add to the list 
of things that they don’t tell 
you about Lawrence. Stay true 
and be you. Thank you.

WHAT THEY TELL YOU
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HEALTH CARE PROGRAM 
LAUNCHED 

On Tuesday, June 6, Law-
rence High School and the 
High School Learning Center 
celebrated the launch of the 
Healthcare Summer Program 
Pilot.  The goal of this program 
is to create job opportunities 
for students in the healthcare 
sector through a partnership 
with Northern Essex Commu-
nity College, the Workforce 
Investment Board, training 
providers, and six local employ-
ers.  The sixteen participating 

students were recommended 
by their counselors and went 
through multiple interviews 
with employers.  The students 
will choose one of two tracks 
–certified nursing assistant 
(CNA) or medical assistant – 
and will attend with Northern 
Essex Community and the Lare 
Institute, while also working 
for an assigned healthcare 
provider.  This program is an 
innovative opportunity to 
create a more direct pathway 

for graduating seniors and 
new entrants to the work-
force. Learn more from the 
Eagle Tribune article at  http://
www.eagletribune.com/news/
local_news/new-program-cre-
ates-job-opportunities-for-law-
rence-students-in-healthcare/
article_ee5fe167-81ce-5262-
b713-d3cb483b2bb0.html
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JROTC CAR WASH
On Saturday June 
10th, the Lawrence 
High School Junior 
ROTC held a car 
wash, hosted by Bel-
more’s Auto Center 
on Broadway. Over 
30 members of ROTC 
washed more than 
40 cars and trucks, 
raising over $800 
to support JROTC 
programs such as 
Summer Camp and 
the Military Ball. The 
event was covered 
by NBC News out 
of Boston and was 
streamed live on 
Facebook. 

LHS CHESS

LHS Chess Club students were 
recognized for their outstand-
ing performance and dedication 
to the game at their end of 
the year ceremony. Leonardo 
Gil-Ruiz received the Blue and 

White award for exemplary 
attitude, effort and support of 
the Chess Club. Dennis Espinal 
was recognized as the most im-
proved player and Adam Kentel 
earned the most outstanding 

Chess player award. Anyone 
is welcome to join the Chess 
Club, especially those that do 
not know how to play. Please 
see Mr. Bocchichio for addi-
tional information.
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NHS GOVERNING BOARD

The Lawrence High School Chapter of the National Honor Society held elections for Governing 
Board at its meeting on Monday, June 5th. Elected to serve on the Board for 2017-2018 were 
Paola Perez (BMF), Keiddy Curiel (MST), Juana Guerrero (HHS), Medelys Marte (PFA) and Briana 
Medina (HLD). Also pictured are NHS Advisor Richard Gorham and Faculty Advisory Committee 
member Emily Manning. 

POETS PERFORM AT AZTECA
Lawrence High School poets were the 
featured performers at the Robert Frost 
Foundation Poetry Hoot held at Café 
Azteca on Tuesday, June 13th. Eight 
Lancer poets read their work, including 
James Mora ’18, Carolin Deleon ’18, 
Leida Mane ’18, Chernys Deleon ’18, 
Monica Sim ’18, Lisbeth Carpio ‘18, 
Yankelina Duran ’18, and Delaney Lora 
’19, plus alumna Yaneris Collado ‘10. 
Mora brought the house down with 
his performance of “You Are a Poet.” 
Thanks to 10GA ELA teacher Yulissa 
Nunez ’10 for her support!
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JUNIORS RECEIVE BOOK 
AWARDS

On Thursday, June 7th, three 
Lawrence High School ju-
niors received Book Awards 
from Harvard University, Yale 
University and Smith College. 
Book Awards are achievement 
awards from College Alumni 
Associations presented to the 

outstanding high school stu-
dents in the junior year who 
“display excellence in schol-
arship and high character, 
combined with achievement 
in other fields.” This year, Su-
pervisor of Counselors Caitlin 
Gilligan presented the Har-

vard Book Award to Michelle 
Nguyen, the Yale Book Award 
to Joslin Regalado, and the 
Smith Book Award to Briana 
Medina. Congratulations!

LHS TRANSITION PROGRAM
The LHS Transition 
Program met monthly 
throughout the year to 
grow the relationship 
between students in the 
Upper School and the 
International School, and 
to foster a welcoming 
environment for the stu-
dents transitioning from 
INT to USA in 2017-18.  
Approximately 50 am-
bassadors from the USA 
participated along with 
75 INT students. 
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LHS VALEDICTORIANS 
HONORED BY CITY COUNCIL

The 2017 Lawrence 
High School valedic-
torians were honored 
by the City Council at 
the Council meeting 
on Tuesday, June 6th, 
and presented with 
proclamations from 
the city. 

Eight retiring members of the 
LHS Faculty were honored in 
a ceremony in the Main Office 
on Friday, June 16th. Director 
of Athletics Jim Liccardi, 
Spanish teacher Cesar Sanchez 
Beras, math teacher Terri Le, 
business & technology teacher 
David Toto, special education 

teacher Vicinio Nina, special 
education teacher Deborah 
Conlon, Parent Laison Noemi 
Ortiz and Michael Logan, who 
taught many subjects during 
his career, were presented 
with certificates by Campus 
Headmaster Michael Fiato. 
The eight educators combined 

for over 167 years of service 
to the children of Lawrence. 
They will be missed by their 
students and colleagues alike. 
The LHS Campus community 
wishes them the best in their 
well-earned retirement!

RETIRING FACULTY
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DREAM GIRLS

The LHS Drama Department performed  
“Dream Girls” June 8-11. 

UPCOMING EVENTS

Summer School 
JUNE 26-JULY 27

Summer Graduation
THURSDAY, AUGUST 3RD
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