
Welcome Back! 
Lawrence High School Campus 

Welcome back LHS! I hope you had an enjoyable and relaxing 
summer and had a chance to get some well-deserved time o � . � is 
is the � rst edition of the Lawrence High School Campus Newsletter 
(we are searching for a fancy title, email us your suggestions). � e 
main goal of this newsletter is to build and promote the tradition 
of Lancer Pride and collaboration among the six small schools and 
the entire LHS community. � is newsletter, which will be sent out 
electronically on the 2nd and 4th Friday of each month, will feature 
stories and articles that highlight and celebrate our successes across 
the campus. We encourage you to submit articles and photos about 
the amazing things that you are doing to improve teaching and 
learning in Lawrence. 

Please email michael.� ato@lawrence.k12.ma.us and vanessa.
noesi@lawrence.k12.ma.us your stories by the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesday of the month if you would like to contribute.

Welcome Back LHS!

Our instructional coaches, Richard Gorham/ELA, (B-225), Tamara 
Lobo/Science,(B-224) and Ryan Souliotis/Social Studies (B-221) have 
o�  ces in the B-Building, and are available to provide instructional 
support and assistance to all LHS Campus teachers.Teachers should 
feel free to email them or stop by their o�  ces at any time to set up an 
appointment or to introduce yourself.

Instructional Coaches
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Welcome New Campus Staff
Please welcome the following new 
LHS Campus staff members who are 
joining us this school year!

Abel Guzman 
Paraprofessional
Learning Commons

Alison Couture
Registered Nurse 
Nurses Suite - 39900

Celine Doucette 
ETF  
A132 Suite - 39472

Cherie Monahan 
Registered Nurse 
Nurses Suite- 39900

Dawna Sharpe 
SPED Facilitator 
Room and Ext. - TBA

Eileen Lannan 
ETF – INT / PFA / Phoenix 
A132 - 39472

Erica Johnson 
Registered Nurse 
Nurses Suite - 39900

Joan Digiulio 
Job Placement Specialist  
Room and Ext. - TBA

Laurie Hartwick 
ELL Facilitator 
A120 - 39402

Lisa Williams 
ETF – HHS\MST 
A140 - 39403

Nicole St. Clair  
Dean of Assessment & 
Accountability 
A115 -39445

Raul Cruz 
Academic Fellow/Math 
Tutors 
A108 - 39706

� arah Montefusco 
Licensed Practical Nurse 
Nurses Suite - 39900

Ryan Souliotis
History Content Coach
Room B221 Ext. TBA

Vanessa Noesi 
Campus BBE



LHS Ready-A Bridge Summer 
Program for Rising 9th Graders
By Stacey Ciprich 

This summer the LHS Campus 
welcomed over 350 of our 
incoming freshmen through 

its doors to break the infamous barrier 
between the district’s nine middle 
schools and our six high schools. 
We have all seen the terri� ed, lost, 
freshmen trying to � nd their 
way amongst thousands 
of upperclassmen. 
If lucky, by October, 
these ninth graders 
� nally start to feel 
a part of the high 
school. 
� rough the 
e� orts of middle 
school principals, 
counselors, high 
school administrators, 
teachers, coaches, and 
our very own high school students, the 
barrier was � nally broken. LHS Ready: 
Lancers in the Making was born. 

Recruiting e� orts for this 
dramatic shi�  began in early February. 
Principals selected a sta�  member to 
become a Team Facilitator and then an 
additional teaching sta�  of � ve to work 
with the freshmen from their school 
exploring not just the di� erences 
academically between middle school 
and high school, but the social and 
emotional di� erences as well.

Students were housed in HLD 
separated by the various schools by 
� oor. � ey rotated through a three-
block schedule consisting of ELA, 
Math, and up to two electives that were 
centered on the themes of the schools. 
� ese electives allowed for the � rst 
time Freshmen to experience classes 

that in the past they would have had to 
wait until Junior or Senior year to be 
exposed to. All students who attended 
with missing three of fewer days 
received high school academic credit 
in ELA and Math.  

� is program not only 
allowed the high school sta�  to 

conduct diagnostics, SRI exams, and 
placement tests to build better 

schedules, but � nally 
put data on the 
board for our 
incoming class 
besides  middle 
school MCAS 
scores.

Partnering with Gear Up, all students 
attended two college visits- one a local 
community college, and the second, a 
four year university. Students traveled 
from UMASS Boston to Fitchburg to 
Salem State to see that high school 
graduation is not the end goal, but 
that to dream of college now will help 
them throughout their high school 
experience. � e program also allowed 
freshmen to have their ID pictures 
taken, some schools passed out 
lockers, and students were able to meet 
others outside of their middle schools 
to establish friendships early as well as 
relationships with their teachers. 

� ese relationships were then 

extended into a� ernoon enrichment 
programming where students could 
participate in activities ranging from 
TV Production, Urban Ecology, Movie 
Reviewing, Football, Cheerleading, 
and many more. LHS o� ered 13 
enrichment opportunities geared 
toward the freshmen. As a � rst time 
venture, the program was a big hit! 
Over 25 students joined the � tness 
club run by Angel Pabon and Clinston 
Paulino. Mike Yameen and his team 
had over 40 freshmen come out for 
football and an overwhelming number 
of players stayed on for Speed Camp.

Only time will tell how these 
LHS Ready students fare compared to 
those who did not attend but it is safe 
to say that the school year has been 
o�  to a great start with our freshmen
class. While the look of fear may 
still be in some of their eyes as the 
upperclassmen now join the campus 
with them, LHS and the middle 
schools have begun a partnership to 
help get students o�  on the right foot 
for high school. As we look forward to 
next summer, our goal is to grow the 
program by increasing attendance to 
500+ by focusing on program quality 
and student expectations so that every 
incoming freshmen feels con� dent and 
LHS Ready by the start of the school 
year.
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You may have noticed that the 
hallway leading from the cafe 
to the Veteran’s Memorial 

Stadium is donning a navy blue 

Lancer logo. � is hallway is soon 
to be renamed as Lancer Way.  In 
the coming weeks alumni pro� les 
of LHS graduates who participated 

in intercollegiate athletics will be 
featured on the wall to serve as role 
models and sources of inspiration for 
our students. 

Lancer Way

Lawrence Teachers’ Union  Notes
Lawrence Teachers’ Union Meetings are the � rst Wednesday of each month at 4:15 p.m. All 
meetings will be held at the Fire� ghters Relief ’s Inn, 1 Market Street, Lawrence MA. O�  cers and 
AFT MA Representatives are always available a� er meetings for discussion of individual school or 
personal concerns.

LTU Executive Board Meetings are the last Wednesday of each month in the Union O�  ce, Everett 
Mill, 15 Union Street, Building 6, Suite 402, Lawrence, MA at 4:15 p.m.

� e next LTU Meeting is Wednesday, September, 4, 2014. Voting for Vice President and 
rati� cation of the Nurses’ Contract will take place.

� e Union O�  ce is at the Everett Mill, Building 6, Suite 402, 15 Union Street, Lawrence, MA 01840. 
Please call for an appointment.

LTU President Frank McLaughlin can be reached at 978 685 8708, 978 804 1429 c, or franklhs@
comcast.net.

AFT MA Field Representative Andrew Powell can be reached at apowell@a� ma.net.

Lawrence Teachers’ Union Stateweb can be found at 01019.ma.a� .org 
� e AFT MA website can be found at a� ma.net
AFT President Randi Weingarten will visit the district on � ursday, September 4. Secretary of 
Education Arne Duncan is scheduled to visit the district on � ursday, September 18.
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Did you know that we have a network of community partners that are located right here on Campus? 
Here is a breakdown and brief descriptions of the services available to LHS Campus students. 

News from our Campus Partners!

GEAR UP (Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs) is a federally funded 
discretionary grant program designed to increase the number of low-income students who are prepared to enter 
and succeed in postsecondary education. Gear UP has partnered with schools on the LHS Campus to provide 
and support dual enrollment e� orts with local colleges, provide SAT preparation classes, college trips, annual 
college fairs, and mentoring and tutoring programs.  Gear Up o�  ces are located on Main Street, Room 220

GEAR UP

Stand & Deliver
Stand & Deliver is an academic mentoring program that matches Lawrence Public School and Greater 
Lawrence Technical School students with volunteers from New Balance, P� zer, and Raytheon. � e students are 
transported to the partner company once a week on Tuesdays for 60-90 minute sessions. � e matches work on 
homework, MCAS prep, AP coursework, high school/college readiness, as well as building a strong relationship 
with each other.
Navigating the College Application
� is program is held at the Lawrence High School Campus Learning Commons. � e Program runs every 
� ursday a� er school from September through December. � is drop-in program helps any Lawrence High 
School senior complete the college application process. Volunteers from Raytheon and Family Services are on 
hand to help students with essays, online college searches, scholarships, resumes, etc.  Stand and Deliver o�  ce is 
located on Main Street, Room 226 continues

Vivian Irrgang - Program Director
978-975-2750  ext. 356

Stephanie Lanza - Program Director 
978-327-6629  . 978-975-2750  ext. 351
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� e Fall sports season is upon us and hundreds of LHS students and our coaches can be seen practicing a� er school to 
prepare for their opening day events.  Please take some time to stop by one of the many games and matches taking place 
this season to support our student athletes! For a complete listing of events you can follow @lancersports on Twitter or 
check the LPS Website or Schedule Star. Go Lancers! 

Athletics

Cross Country 
Field Hockey 

Cheerleading 
Volleyball 

Girls Varsity Boys Varsity 

Cross Country  
Football   

Soccer 
Golf 



uAspire Financial Aid Advising
uAspire works with local high schools and community organizations providing guidance and support via group 
workshops and personalized one-on-one advising sessions that ensure that each student accomplish all the 
tasks necessary to maximize eligibility for � nancial aid—such as completing the FAFSA, identifying scholarship 
opportunities, and navigating the veri� cation process—and teaches students how to analyze � nancial aid award 
letters and loan options, empowering them to make an informed � nancial decision about college and advocate 
for additional aid. uAspire o�  ce is located on Main Street, Room 220.

Upward-Bound
� e Salem State University Upward Bound Program provides comprehensive program services to a select group 
of Lawrence Public Schools students.  All students must be low-income and/or � rst-generation college-bound 
students between the ages of 13 and 19. Furthermore, students must exhibit a positive attitude, a high level of 
motivation, and a desire to seek post-secondary education.

� e Salem State University Upward Bound Program is now accepting new students for a� er-school tutoring, 
workshops and Saturday college trips.  Eligibility forms can be completed online at http://tinyurl.com/ssuubp, 
and full applications can be picked up at HLD 226.  We encourage all interested students to visit the a� er-school 
program in HLD to learn more.

Gabriela Gomez-Coates - Program Director
975-2750  ext. 190

Adam Edgerton - Program Director
978-975-2750  ext. 326 .  919-812-5264
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BY RAUL CRUZ 

� e Lawrence High School Tutoring Campus 
initiative is a Program in which college 
graduates work extensively with 9th 
and 10th grade students who are 
identi� ed as needing extra support 
in math as evidenced by their MCAS 
scores, grades, and recommendations 
from previous teachers and administrators. Tutors 
will work with small groups (2-4 students per tutor 
at a time). Unlike traditional tutoring programs 
where instruction takes place outside of regular class 

hours, tutors meet during a regular class period and 
work with a personal caseload of students. Tutorial 
sessions are highly structured with lesson plans 
that include Do-Now’s and Exit Tickets to monitor 
mastery of mathematical concepts. MATCH, an 

external organization that provided 
these tutoring services for the past two 
years at BMF and INT, will no longer be 
providing direct tutoring services to our 
students, but will maintain a technical 
support role within the Lawrence High 

School Campus.  � is will be our inaugural year of 
running the program and extending math support to 
all six schools. Please feel free to reach out to me at ext. 
39706 should you have any questions.

Math Tutoring



 � e nursing o�  ce would just like to remind everyone that, under no circumstances, 
should employees be giving out any medication to students.  � is includes over-the-counter 
medications, creams, etc.  If you have a concern about a student, do not hesitate to give 
them a pass to see us.  We are always happy to help and facilitate getting medications here 
at school if they are required.
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A Message from the Nurses’ Station

From the ESL Department
BY LAURIE HARTWICK 

� e State has recently come out with its “making 
progress” criteria for the ACCESS assessment. 
� e ACCESS battery assesses English Language 
Development (ELD) in the four domains of language 
(Reading, Writing, Listening, 
and Speaking) within the content 
areas of ELA, Math, Science, 
and History along with social 
and instructional language 
development. � e data are 
interesting and can be used to 
initiate conversation as we identify areas of success and 
ask ourselves how we can ensure the growing academic 
performance for our English Language Learners 
(ELLs) in all their classrooms. Please see your ESL 
teacher or principal for further information about the 
“making progress” data.

 As the State mandated RETELL initiative 
continues to unfold, more and more teachers are 
integrating Sheltered English Instruction (SEI) 

strategies in their lesson planning and instruction 
in core content courses. Collaboration between core 
content teachers and ESL teachers is inherent in 
successful SEI and will ensure that our ELLs learn 
content area material while continuing to develop 
language pro� ciency in English.

 A key piece of learning for an ELL 
is to have multiple opportunities to 
practice using language. Speaking and 
listening practice develops reading 
comprehension and writing skills. 
� e more you can embed interaction 

opportunities in your lessons, the more language they 
will be able to practice! Please seek out your building 
ESL teacher and engage that person in discussion 
about academic language, vocabulary development, 
and writing and reading strategies for learning content 
in another languages.
Please feel free to email me, call me at ext. 39402 or 
stop by the o�  ce (A120) if you would like to discuss 
your ELLs, SEI, RETELL or ESL!

Monday through Friday,  Sept. 15 - 19 - Distractology  8:30 - 11:00a.m.
Monday,  Sept. 22 – USHLI/McDonald’s/CoolSpeak 
� ursday Sept. 25 –White Fund Lecture Series - “Lawrence - From Falls to Factories” :through friday  1:45 - 3:07 p.m.

Upcoming Events



A Message from the Nurses’ Station

Please email michael.� ato@lawrence.k12.ma.us and vanessa.noesi@lawrence.k12.ma.us 
your stories by the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of the month if you would like to contribute.
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