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MA DESE - March 5, 2027 VOTE

The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education met Friday, March 5, heard a
presentation on the need for in-person instruction and voted to give Commissioner Riley
the authority to determine when hybrid and remote models will no longer constitute
structured learning time and districts must return students to in-person instruction.

The measure allows for a phased-in approach, and, as stated in the Board memo, the
commissioner’s “initial focus is to bring all elementary school students back to in-person
learning five days a week this April.”

The new regulation provides accommodation for families who wish to have their students
learn remotely for the rest of this school year, as well as a waiver process for districts.


https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmass.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dd8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a%26id%3Dcc4574446d%26e%3Db7fbc81628&data=04%7C01%7CMary.Toomey%40lawrence.k12.ma.us%7C5da0672e52c742c804df08d8e2880e9e%7C8af5a2b6e9d0433ba541dcc72e3b3f60%7C0%7C0%7C637508423051625198%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=KHRYHyFZy74zcaH%2F04mfX0hwrWJlBtzr4rR%2FrLJUGA0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmass.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dd8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a%26id%3D54a61d2447%26e%3Db7fbc81628&data=04%7C01%7CMary.Toomey%40lawrence.k12.ma.us%7C5da0672e52c742c804df08d8e2880e9e%7C8af5a2b6e9d0433ba541dcc72e3b3f60%7C0%7C0%7C637508423051635159%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ukgv9uqco8DoFpBjDBdNeJyZ48zXt38blhPL58i0hkw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmass.us14.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3Dd8f37d1a90dacd97f207f0b4a%26id%3D5dfa815647%26e%3Db7fbc81628&data=04%7C01%7CMary.Toomey%40lawrence.k12.ma.us%7C5da0672e52c742c804df08d8e2880e9e%7C8af5a2b6e9d0433ba541dcc72e3b3f60%7C0%7C0%7C637508423051635159%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=lFgAuRShVxzZ4UL4DUwrbRC2mFiHQuGEUfbhNVwdYUw%3D&reserved=0

Districts can apply for waivers to address a limited set of
circumstances in which they make a compelling case that they must
take an incremental approach

Examples of possible waiver requests:

« Districts that have been primarily in a fully remote model all year can submit a waiver to take a
more incremental approach (for instance seeking first to return in a hybrid model, before proceeding
to full in-person instruction later in this school year).

* Schools that operate with a grades K-4 configuration, with grade 5 in another school building,
can submit a waiver to delay implementation of full-time, in-person learning for grade 5 until the middle
school phase begins.

* Invery limited circumstances, waivers may be considered for operational constraints and
feasibility issues, on a temporary basis.

» Other requests will be considered on a case-by-case basis.



Parents will still have a choice for their children to learn remotely

through the end of this school year

LPS will ensure continuation of a
robust and engaging remote learning

model for families who elect to
continue this option.




Return to In Person Learning Family Survey
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Study of Massachusetts data indicates no substantial difference in cases
among students or staff with 3 versus 6 feet of distance since schools re-

opened
Cases of SARS-CoV-2 Among Students and Staff with

0 3 versus 6 feet of Physical Distancing Policies
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Source: Polly van den Berg, MD; Elissa M. Schechter-Perkins, MD, MPH; Rebecca S. Jack, MPP; Isabella Epshtein, MPP; Richard Nelson, PhD; Emily Oster, PhD; Westyn Branch-Elliman, MD, MMSc.
SARS-CoV-2 Cases in Students and Staff in Massachusetts with Variable Distancing Policies. Infection control plans for Commonwealth school districts with any in person learning were collected, with
universal masking for students in grade 3 and higher and universal masking for staff mandatory. 243 districts were included, comprising 520,129 students and 6,227,765 student learning weeks; and
97,679 staff and 1,313,532 staff learning weeks. SARS-CoV-2 cases in students and staff in districts with in-person learning with different distancing policies were compared.




School by School ‘Space Feasibility Study’
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The vaccine rollout is in process: Over 2 million doses have been
administered and educators are eligible to book vaccine appointments

Daily COVID-19 vaccine doses administered by date
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Educators and other
K-12 workers are
eligible to book
vaccine
appointments



https://www.mass.gov/info-details/massachusetts-covid-19-vaccination-data-and-updates#daily-covid-19-vaccine-report-
https://www.bostonglobe.com/nation/special-reports/coronavirus/vaccine/?p1=HP_TrendingBar

7E,

Lawrence School Staff &
Childcare Provider Week

March 15-20, 2021

Prioritizing Appointments during:

Monday-Friday: 3-5pm
Saturday: 8-4pm

Please note that vaccine appointments are still available outside of these times for all
those who are eligible under the State's current vaccine phases. The times listed above
do not indicate the entirety of the vaccination schedule, but a subset of times that we
dedicated to School Staff & Childcare Providers.

CITYOFLAWRENCE.COM/VACLAWRENCE



Safety Protocols

Physical Distancing including ONE WAY Halls/Stairs
Face Coverings and Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
Symptom Screening (Binax Now) and Dismissal Rooms
Contact Tracing, and Quarantine if Needed

Cleaning and Disinfection




Board provided the Commissioner with the authority to shift away from
remote and hybrid models, and begin a fuller return to in-person
learning beginning on April 5, 2021

Lawrence Public Schools will return to full-time, in-person school five days per week

April 5th April 28th May 39 & 4th

Elementary School, GR PK-5 + Middle School, GR 6-8 + GR9, MAY 3rd

Students with Disabilities * Specialized High School + GR 10-12, MAY 4th
assigned to District Programs, Programs, GR 9-12

GR PK-12 (ILP, PA, MSS, PG, (ENLACE, INT, HLC, RISE)

SES, ANN)

HOURS will REMAIN THE SAME
PREK and K: 8:00-10:300or 12:00-2:30

GR 1-8: 8:00-1:30
GR 9-12: 8:30-2:30







